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Dear Parents/Guardians, 

 

YEAR 9 OPTIONS 

 

Please find attached the 2019-20 GCSE option choices.  Over the past few years, the government has introduced 
significant changes with regard to how GCSE will be assessed and graded. The changes to GCSEs started in     
September 2015, with English language, English literature and mathematics having more subject content, examined 
in a more demanding way; they are graded from 9-1, replacing A*-G, where the new grade 5 will be seen as the new 
„good grade‟, replacing the current C grade.  The new 5 grade represents the top one third of the current C grade, as 
well as the current B grade. Going forward all subjects are now graded 9-1. 

More information on the grade changes can be found through the following link: 

http://ofqual.gov.uk/news/setting-standards-new-gcses-2017/ 

We have made the decision to allow the students to continue to have a very open choice of the subjects they would 
like to study at GCSE. This is at a time when the government is keen to encourage students to study the Ebacc 
(Maths, English, Science, a humanity and a language).  

One of the key arguments for the government to push this curriculum, is that it will increase students‟ opportunities 
at university and work. Having spoken to Russell Group and Oxford University admissions tutors, they have no    
preference for a student to have studied the Ebacc, this contradicts the government‟s assertion.  

These universities are more concerned about students enjoyment of learning, and being able to prove that they have 
a passion for the subject they want to study. To allow us to support both students and school in an ever changing 
education field, we have decided that students must do minimum of one of Geography, French, History, Spanish and 
Computer Science. 

“Academic subjects are not the only path to a successful future, and all young people, regardless of background, 
must continue to have opportunities to study the subjects in which they are likely to be the most  successful” (House 
of Commons Briefing paper, 6 January, 2017, p.7). 
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YEAR 9 CURRICULUM 
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Method of examination: 

Please be aware that your son will be sitting all examinations for his GCSEs in May – June 2022.  In light of this, 
there is no  availability to re-sit modules through the course.  We will ensure that we report your son‟s progress on a 
regular basis.  

 

English as an Additional Language (EAL): 

Where your son has English as an additional language, it may be possible for him to take a GCSE in his first        
language.  If you wish to pursue this possibility, contact Mrs Ciccazzo, the school‟s EAL adviser, for further guidance.  

 

Reading: 

We would strongly recommend that your son reads extensively outside of school, to develop his literacy. The reading 
can be from a wide range of sources including books, magazines and so on.  The new GCSEs require a good      
understanding of literacy, this can be significantly developed through independent reading. 

 

SUBJECTS CHOICE 

Core for all – not examined: 

Physical education (however, this can be extend-
ed and chosen as a GCSE) 

  

Personal, Social, Health and Economic Educa-
tion (PSHEE), including careers education and 
Core RE. 

NO CHOICE; ALL COMPULSORY 

Core for all – examined and all are the 9-1 
GCSEs: 

English Language 

English Literature 

Mathematics 

Sciences (Biology + Chemistry + Physics) or 

Combined Science 

Religious Education or Physical Education 

NO CHOICE; ALL COMPULSORY 
WITH THE EXCEPTION OF A 

CHOICE BETWEEN  

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION AND  

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

 Select one from each Option Block 

and 2 Reserves 
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The way forward: 

We hope that you and your son will take full advantage of the guidance and counselling on offer at The Forest 
School. Your son‟s tutor, subject teachers, head of year and senior staff will be pleased to help if they can. With so 
many young people currently seeking employment, making the correct choices at this stage, with a view to the long-
er term, becomes increasingly important. 

Every attempt will be made to accommodate your son‟s wishes, but, the final decision will have to take into consider-
ation several factors, including progress, teacher advice and class sizes. No change will be made to your son‟s op-
tions without consultation. 

Please ensure that your son‟s option choices are returned to his form tutor using the option grid provided in the pack, 
return date is no later than 13

th
 February 2019. 

Options evening is Thursday 24
th

 January, from 5.00pm to 7.00pm. This will take place in Forest6. 

This information is correct at the time of going to press, but changes may occur due to circumstances such as a 
government change of educational policy and as subject course specifications became clearer, which may result 
in content being changed within the subjects. 

Yours faithfully,                                                                                     

  

Robin Bertrand                                                                                   Mark Jordan 

Assistant Headteacher                                                                      Head of Year 8 
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THE FOREST SCHOOL SCHOOL’S CAREERS EDUCATION PROGRAMME 
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Staying in Education or Training 

All Young people must now stay in some form of education or training until they are 18. This is referred to as 

‘Raising the Participation Age’ or RPA. They can choose one of the following options at 16: 

Remain in full-time education, such as school sixth form or college; 

Take up an Apprenticeship; 

Take up employment, self-employment, volunteering (including caring) or an internship for at least 20 hours a week 
for more than 8 weeks, and attend part-time learning for the equivalent of one day per week. 

Studies have shown that young people with extended learning, as outlined under the RPA scheme, will have better 
job prospects and increased earnings over their lifetime. 

To help with making career choices, all students in Key Stage 3 and 4 follow a careers education programme. This is 
designed to provide your son with independent careers information and advice, enabling him to make more informed 
choices at relevant stages of his education, as well as raising self-awareness and developing personal skills and in-
dependent research.  

The programme is delivered in a number of ways: 

Lessons: undertaken through the school‟s PSHE timetable. 

Visits and presentations: opportunities for students to meet a range of employers and training establishments such 
as local colleges and universities, in and outside of lessons. 

Business & enterprise: students develop their „work ready‟ skills (such as team work, leadership etc.) through vari-
ous curriculum subject lessons, competitions, visits and other activities which help them to develop an understanding 
of how businesses work, and identify the skills employers are looking for. We are part of the Careers and Enterprise 
Network and have an Enterprise Adviser from the local Business community to support us in developing Employer 
Engagement Activities.  

Online resources: All students in Year 8 will have registered on the START programme an online education and 
guidance career planning tool to help students make decisions regarding their future education and career pathways. 
Students will have completed the sections on my interests, work preferences, my skills and qualities. Students can 
also access the Choosing my GCSE options module and complete the following activities: where could my subjects 
take me and choosing my GCSEs (making my decision). 

Students can also use ECLIPS (login RG41win) or access the ADVIZA or National Careers Service websites to con-
tinue their research. 

 

Individual Guidance and Support via Mrs Lewington Careers Lead 

Further information on available careers advice and guidance for students at The Forest School is available 

from, Lorraine Lewington, Careers Lead. 

Tel: 0118 9781626 ext. 1015 

Email: blewington@forest.academy 

 

mailto:blewington@forest.academy
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Year 9 Option Form 
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Name___________________________ Form______________ 

Please select ONE subject from each of the options below and then two subjects to act as reserves. All 

options are subject to a minimum number of students selecting the course.

 

 
 

Please return to your form tutor by Wednesday, 13th February 2019.  

We will confirm you option choices in due course. 

Option A Option B Option C Option D 

Geography Technology Business Business 

History Art Drama Music 

Computer  

Science 

Food and 
Nutrition 

Geography Film Studies 

French Photography Technology Computer  

Science 

Spanish ICT   
 

  Subject Selected 

Option A   

Option B   

Option C   

Option D   

Reserve 1   

Reserve 2   

Religious Education  

OR  

Physical Education 

Please tick one subject 

□  Religious Education 

□  Physical Education 
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SECTION B  
CORE SUBJECTS - EXAMINED 

 

THESE ARE THE SUBJECTS ALL STUDENTS 

WILL BE STUDYING 

 

SUMMARY 

 
 

 

 

Please note the GRADING of ALL these subjects will be under the new 9 - 1 system, replacing the old GCSE      

previously graded A-G*.  

 

  SUBJECT CONTROLLED ASSESS-

MENT 

EXAMINATION 

CORE English Language 

English Literature 

Mathematics 

Science Triple Award, or 

Combined Science 

Religious Education 

Physical Education 

 

None 

None 

None 

None 

None 

None 

40% 

 

100% 

100% 

100% 

100% 

100% 

100% 

60% 
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LEVEL: GCSE    BOARD: AQA   GRADING: 9 - 1  

General Aims: 

The broad aims are:- 

To develop an understanding of the spoken word and to encourage participation in a variety of speaking and         
listening activities. 

To develop an ability to read, understand and enjoy a range of literature and non literature texts. 

To develop the ability to construct and convey meaning in written language, both fiction and non-fiction. 

Course Content: 

The course of study relates to assessment objectives listed in the syllabus. 

Reading will address:- 

Non-fiction texts e.g. autobiographies, journals, travel writing, leaflets. 

Fiction texts. 

Writing will include opportunities to:- 

Explore, imagine, and entertain, inform, explain, and describe. 

Argue, persuade, advise. 

Analyse, review, and comment. 

 

Spoken Language will include opportunities to:- 

Give a presentation in a formal context. 

Respond appropriately to questions and to feedback. 

Ask questions themselves to elicit clarification. 

Method of Assessment: 

Two terminal examinations: representing 100% of the course. 

The examinations are taken in the summer at the end of Year 11. 

Students will also be assessed on their spoken 
language 

skills, which will be reported as an additional 
mark alongside their final English Language re-
sult (but will not contribute towards their final 
grade). 

Course Organisation 

There are 7 teaching sets. 

All students will be entered for both English   
Language and English Literature.  

Aspiring * Safe  * Prepared  * Independent  * Respectful  * Excellent  
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ENGLISH LITERATURE 
LEVEL:   GCSE     BOARD:   AQA    GRADING: 9 - 1  

General Aims: 

The broad aims are: - 

To explore how texts from a range of different periods may reflect or influence values, assumptions and sense of 
identity. 

To connect ideas, themes and issues, drawing on a range of texts. 

To become critical readers of fiction and non-fiction prose, poetry and drama. 

To experience different times, cultures, viewpoints and situations as found in literary texts. 

Course Content: 

The course of study relates to assessment objectives listed in the syllabus. 

The students will study: 

One play by Shakespeare. 

Unseen poetry.  

A range of poems by contemporary poets. 

A modern play or novel that forms part of our literary heritage. 

A 19
th
 Century novel that forms part of our literary heritage. 

 

Through studying these texts, students will engage with the process of analysing and interpreting the writer‟s craft. 

 

Method of Assessment: 

Two terminal examinations: representing 100% of the course. 

All examinations are taken in the summer at the end of Year 11. 

 

Course Organisation: 

There are 7 teaching sets.  We try, where possible, to retain the same teacher throughout the GCSE course. 

All students will be entered for both English Language and English Literature. 
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LEVEL:   GCSE     BOARD:   AQA   GRADING: 9 - 1  

General Aims: 

The aim of this GCSE specification is to encourage students to: 

Develop fluent knowledge, skills and understanding of mathematical methods and concepts. 

Acquire, select and apply mathematical concepts to solve problems.  

Reason mathematically, make deductions and inferences and draw conclusions. 

Comprehend and communicate mathematical information in a variety of forms appropriate to the information and 
context. 

Acquire a firm foundation for further study. 

 

Course Content: 

The course, based on this specification, requires students to demonstrate their knowledge, understanding and skills 
in the 

following assessment objectives: 

     AO1 - Use and apply standard techniques. 

     AO2 - Reason, interpret and communicate mathematically.    

     AO3 - Solve problems within mathematics and in other contexts. 

 

Method of Assessment: 

The scheme of assessment consists of two tiers: 

Foundation tier assesses grades 1 to 5. 

Higher tier assesses Grades 4 to 9. 

Students in sets 1 to 2 will normally be entered for the higher tier and  

students in sets 3 and 4 will normally be entered for the foundation tier. 

Assessment consists of three exam papers: 

All papers are of equal weighting, worth 33⅓% of the full GCSE, last 1½ hours and 
are assessed in the summer at the end of Year 11. 

Papers 2 and 3 allow the use of a calculator; paper 1 is non-calculator. 
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MATHEMATICS 



 

Course Expectations 

Monthly testing and tracking student performance: Students will be assessed every month during Years 10 and 11 
and this gives staff the opportunity to follow and track their performance. 

 

Course Expectations 

Monthly testing and tracking student performance: Students will be assessed every month during Years 10 and 11 
and this gives staff the opportunity to follow and track their performance thoroughly throughout the two years – also 
providing staff with valuable information to move students up or down between ability sets. Students are assessed 
on a less regular basis throughout year 9 in preparation for Year 10 & 11. 

 

Resources: A variety of resources are used including the class textbook, MathsWatch VLE online tutorial  

Resources, GCSEpod and EzyEducation. 

 

MATHEMATICS CONT.. 
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TRIPLE SCIENCE AWARD  

BIOLOGY/CHEMISTRY/PHYSICS 

LEVEL: GCSE BOARD: AQA  GRADING: 9 -1 

General Aims: 

The triple science route will lead to three GCSE‟s, one for each Science. GCSE in the separate sciences provides 
young people with a broad and balanced coverage of biology, chemistry or physics, in terms of subject knowledge 
and understanding of scientific principles. It provides students with the skills required in an increasingly scientific 
world and an understanding of the ethical role of science in society.  

All students undertake this route and at the end of Year 10 we decide who continues with the triple award or trans-
fers to the  

Combined award. 

Course Content: 

Biology topics include healthy living, microorganisms and disease, the nervous system and hormones, ecology, 
cells, genetics, evolution, photosynthesis and respiration. Also transport mechanisms in organisms, homeostasis 
and our impact on the environment. 

Chemistry topics include atomic structure, bonding and properties of matter, the rate of a chemical change, organic 
chemistry, energy changes, the atmosphere and quantitative chemistry. 

Physics topics include energy, electricity, waves, atomic structure, forces, particle model of matter, electromag-
netism and space physics. 

Practical coursework – We take pride at The Forest School completing practical work whenever possible, to ena-
ble students to gain the necessary skills to become competent scientists and to build enjoyment. 

There is no coursework as such. However, certain experiments know as required practicals must be carried out, for 
example there are 8 in Biology. These required practicals will be examined in the terminal examination at the end of 
Year 11. 

Method of Assessment: 

For each Science there are two written papers both 1 hour and 45 minutes. 

Students will sit a foundation or higher paper based on how they perform in class, tests and mock exams. There is 
an increased  

requirement for numeracy compared to  previous years. 

 

Course Requirements: 

Entry to this course is subsequently based on attainment  at the end of 
Year 10. All Forest students start triple science in Year 9. 
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LEVEL: GCSE BOARD: AQA  GRADING: 9 -1 

General Aims:  

The new GCSE combined sciences leads to TWO GCSE grades. It provides young people with a broad and bal-
anced coverage of science, in terms of subject knowledge and understanding of scientific principles. It provides stu-
dents with the skills required in an increasingly scientific world and an understanding of the ethical role of science in 
society. Students undertaking this course will be decided possibly at the end of Year 10 based on test and mock ex-
amination results, and work ethic.  

Students will be taught by a specialist science teacher in each of the three sciences (Biology/Chemistry/Physics). 
They will receive 2 x 100 minute lessons of each science over the two week timetable.  

Course Content: 

The content of some topics is less than Triple Science. 

Biology topics include healthy living, microorganisms and disease, the nervous system and hormones, ecology, 
cells, genetics, evolution, photosynthesis and respiration. Also transport mechanisms in organisms, homeostasis and 
our impact on the environment. 

Chemistry topics include  atomic structure, bonding and properties of matter, the rate of a chemical change, organic 
chemistry, energy changes, the atmosphere and quantitative chemistry. 

Physics topics include energy, electricity, waves, atomic structure, forces, particle model of matter and electromag-
netism. 

Practical coursework – We take pride at The Forest School in doing practical work whenever possible, to enable 
students to gain the necessary skills to become competent scientists. 

There is no coursework as such. However, certain experiments known as required practical's must be carried out,  

for example there are 7 in Biology. The number of required practical's that will be examined is less than the Triple 
Science route, but again they are assessed in the terminal examination at the end of Year 11. 

Method of Assessment: 

There are six papers, two for each science subject. Each paper is 1 hour and 15 minutes. There are foundation and 
Higher tier papers, but you must sit the same tier for all six papers.  

Course Requirements:  

Entry to this course is  subsequently based on attainment at 
the end of Y 10. All Forest students start Triple Science in 
Year 9. 
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION(FULL COURSE)  
LEVEL:GCSE BOARD: Edexel  GRADING: 9 -1 

General Aims:   

Many students ask why they should study Religious Education, „I don‟t want to be a priest‟. The answer is simple: by 
understanding peoples views, actions, beliefs and ideas about the world, students can develop a greater under-
standing of people and the world around them. 

Religious Education GCSE will teach students key skills that will support other subjects and future careers.   

By studying GCSE Religious Education, students will learn how to analyse and evaluate a variety of beliefs, ideals 
and practices, to construct and deconstruct an argument, to interpret differing opinions and in turn understand why 
people differ in their opinions.   

They will also learn how to use evidence to support their own ideas. These skills of analysis and interpretation will 
prove to be invaluable in life.   

Religious Studies complements a variety of subjects, especially History and Sociology.  

It is also beneficial if students are considering a career in law, medicine, scientific research or in media. 

 

Course Content: 

This is a full course GCSE and would be taught as such to all opting to take the course. It is 100% examination, 
which will be taken in the summer term of Year 11.  Students will focus on two areas of study, consisting of four   
distinct units. In each area of study students will focus on either Islam or Christianity 

 

Unit 1: Religion and ethics (Islam) Paper 1, Islam:1 hour 45 Minutes. 4 questions, one each topic. 

Belief in God – Allah, Afterlife and life and death issues.  How is Allah known?  Why believe?  The importance of  

Muhammad,  How did everything come into existence? 

Marriage and the family – attitudes to marriage and divorce.  What is love?  Why do relationships go wrong? 

Living the religious life – Holy books, the Five Pillars, festivals, the Night of Power. 

Matters of life after death – What happens when we die? Roles of men and women, beliefs on abortion and        
euthanasia. 

 

Unit 2: Religion, Peace and Conflict (Christianity) Paper 2: Christianity: 1 Hour 45 minutes. 4 questions, one 

on each topic. 

Belief in God – God, Afterlife and life and death issues.  How is God known?  Why believe?  The importance of  
Jesus, How did everything come into existence?  

Peace and Conflict – Can war ever be justified? How should we work for peace? 

Living the religious life – The point of worship? Pilgrimage, the work of the church in the world. 

Crime and Punishment – What happens when we die? Causes of crime? How should we be punished? Is capital 
punishment acceptable? What does it mean to truly forgive? 
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LEVEL: GCSE  BOARD:  EDEXCEL   GRADING: 9 - 1 

General Aims: 

Course Details: 

Part 1 

Practical performance - 40%  

3 sports 

10% each – 1 team sport, 1 individual sport and one other the list of sports is attached 

10% for observation and sporting analysis. 

The best 3 assessment scores count for the practical mark. 

Part 2 

Each student will have 3 theory lessons over a fortnight. The content will be assessed with 2 exams. 

 

Section 1 – (1¾ hr. test) 36% of qualification, multiple choice, short answer and extended answer. 

Applied anatomy and physiology. 

Movement analysis  

Physical training  

Data analysis 

 

Section 2 – 1¼ hr. Test) 24% of qualification, multiple choice, short answer and extended answer 

Health, fitness and well being  

Sports psychology 

Social cultural      

Data analysis. 

 

Course Expectations: 

Complete all work set and all practical's. If injured you 
must have doctors certificate. 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION CONT.. 
Practical Assessed Area 

3 different sports 

One must be a team activity     

One must be an individual activity  

The final activity can be a free choice   

Aspiring * Safe  * Prepared  * Independent  * Respectful  * Excellent  

Team Activities 

  

Association Football 

Badminton 

Basketball                       Hurling and Camogie 

Cricket                              Dance                    

Gaelic Football                Handball                

Hockey                             Lacrosse 

Netball                              Rowing 

Rugby League                 Rugby Union 

Squash                             Table Tennis 

Tennis                               Volleyball 

Blind Cricket                    Goal ball 

Powerchair Football 

Table Cricket 

Wheelchair Basketball 

Wheelchair Rugby 

  

Individual activities 

  

Amateur Boxing 

Athletics – Field Events 

Athletics – Track Events 

Canoeing 

Track Cycling 

Road Cycling                       Diving 

Golf                                       Gymnastics 

Equestrian                           Kayaking 

Rock climbing                     Sculling 

Skiing                                   Snowboarding 

Swimming 

Trampolining 

Boccia 

Polybat 
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The vocational courses are graded Distinction Star, Dis-
tinction, Merit or Pass 
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SECTION C 

SECTION C Options 

Art and Design 
Business 
Computer Science 
Drama 
Film Studies 
Food Preparation and Nutrition 
French 
Geography 
History 
ICT (VOCATIONAL) 
Music 
Photography 
Spanish 
Technology 
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ART & DESIGN 
General Aims: 

LEVEL:  GCSE BOARD: AQA  GRADING: 9 -1 

This is a broad course that teaches students to explore their ideas through a range of 2D and/or 3D processes.    
Using digital media alongside more traditional techniques, students learn to think creatively and develop their skills 
in ways that interest them. The course is carefully structured; workshops and projects provide students with a sound 
knowledge of different materials and processes. These projects form the foundation of further independent work, 
where individual ideas are explored in greater depth. 

Throughout the two year course, students learn to think critically about their work and that of other artists. They are 
encouraged to question what they see, form their own opinions and make decisions independently. They learn to 
plan their work and test ideas to ensure success. Communication skills are developed as work is discussed,         
critiqued and presented to different audiences. Through studying art and design, students learn to think creatively, 
work independently and express themselves clearly and with confidence. These skills are fundamental in the wider 
world of work and can easily be transferred across all disciplines. 

Course Content: 

Students produce a coursework portfolio, consisting of an extended project and a series of smaller projects. We    
cover two themes in Year 9 & 10, starting with organic, then moving on portraiture. Students are introduced to a    
variety of materials and processes, including: technical drawing, painting, ceramics, digital image (Photoshop), lino 
cut (print making) as well as other 2D and 3D materials. 

As they progress into Year 11, students are expected to select which areas they are strongest in and develop their 
skills appropriately. In Year 11,students produce a mock exam project, and a final exam project. Both require stu-
dents to select a title and respond to it in a personal way. 

Students visit galleries and/or sites of artistic or historical interest (in term time) to reinforce their learning.  

Students are also encouraged to visit galleries in their own time. 

Method of Assessment: 

Controlled assessment 60% (portfolio of evidence) – working from themes, students are required to experiment 
with a variety of media, so that they can discover where their strengths lie. Their portfolio should be divided into   
sections covering observation, experimentation, analysis and final outcomes. 

Externally set work 40% (exam) – Students are required to work unaided to conceive, design, organise and    
complete work over a specified period. They produce one controlled one final piece over a 10 hour exam. 

Course Requirements: 

Students should enjoy creating various types of art work and 
have a personal interest in developing their knowledge and skills. 
The course requires commitment and dedication. 
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LEVEL: GCSE BOARD: Edexcel  GRADING: 9 - 1 

 

General Aims: 

Business enterprise, through creativity and innovation, drives the UK economy.  
The young entrepreneurs of today need to have the skills to spot a business op-
portunity and show enterprise in taking the opportunity and developing it.  The 
entrepreneurs need to make a success of the business as it starts up and under-
stand the factors that will influence their success or failure.   

 

Course Content: 

Students will cover a range of marketing, human resource, finance and opera-
tions topics including: 

Spotting a business opportunity. 

Enterprise and entrepreneurship. 

Putting a business idea into practice. 

Making the business effective. 

Understanding external influences on business. 

 

All examinations are taken in the summer of Year 11. 

 

Method of Assessment 

Written examination: 2 Papers 90 minutes each. 

100% of the qualification.  

 

 

Course Requirements: 

This course is well suited to students who like to explore ideas and connect concepts and apply these to business 
case studies.  Students will learn from small and local business case studies. As they progress through the course, 
the basic concepts are developed to show the growth of a business. 

 

The course is an excellent grounding towards A-Level business studies or economics and onwards to a business 
degree at college or university. The course is challenging and stretching and suits the more motivated students who 
enjoy extended writing tasks.   
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BUSINESS 
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COMPUTER SCIENCE 
LEVEL:  GCSE BOARD:  OCR  GRADING: 9 - 1 

Progression opportunities 

Computer Science will give you a good knowledge of Computing and ICT. 

Students can go on to study Level 3 Computer Science/ICT courses such as A-Level Computing or BTEC ICT. 

General Aims: 

Students will complete three units, all of which are mandatory. The first unit is assessed via an exam and covers a 
wide range of hardware, software and networking topics as well as system security. The second unit is also          
assessed via an exam and covers computational thinking, algorithms and programming. The third unit is a program-
ming controlled assessment where students have to create a solution to a problem set by the board.  

 

Unit 1: Computer systems (exam)  

 Systems Architecture. 

 Memory. 

 Storage. 

 Wired and wireless networks. 

 Network topologies, protocols and layers. 

 System security. 

 System software. 

Ethical, legal, cultural and environmental concerns. 

 

Unit 2: Computational thinking, algorithms and programming (exam)  

 Algorithms. 

 Programming techniques. 

 Producing robust programs. 

 Computational logic. 

 Translators and facilities of languages. 

Data representation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unit 3: Programming project (controlled assessment)  
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 Programming techniques. 

 Analysis. 

 Design. 

 Development. 

Testing and evaluation and conclusions. 

 

Method of Delivery: 

Students will have 5 lessons a fortnight where they will develop their skills ready for the assessed assignments. The 
assessed assignments mark criteria and extra information can be found at: http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse-
computer-science-j276-from-2016/  

 

Students must also be independent learners and be willing to try out their programming skills at home. Students 
must show good analytical and problem solving skills. Students who choose to do GCSE computing will be given 
some tutorials to do at the end of Year 9, so that they have a basic grounding in using programming languages. 

 

What does the course involve? 

Learning about how computer systems work. 

Constructing algorithms to solve problems. 

Programming.  

Computational Thinking. 

The course will allow you to develop high levels of skills, suitable for higher education.    

Why study Computer Science? 

 We live in a digitised, computerised, programmable world and need to make sense of it 

 To become innovators of new technology not just users 

 Because computing has a huge impact on modern life 

 The Subject is rigorous, exciting and varied 

 There are excellent job prospects - Demand for IT professionals estimated to be up 15% in next 8 years 

 

Students should be targeted a grade 7 in Maths to succeed in Computer Science. 

 

 

 

Aspiring * Safe  * Prepared  * Independent  * Respectful  * Excellent  

COMPUTER SCIENCE CONT.. 

http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse-computer-science-j276-from-2016/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse-computer-science-j276-from-2016/
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DRAMA & THEATRE ARTS 
LEVEL: GCSE   BOARD:   EDEXCEL    GRADING: 9 - 1     

General Aims: 

The GCSE Drama course allows a practical and academic study of drama. 

In addition to helping students acquire subject knowledge, this specification: 

Encourages students to explore and actively engage in a wide range of creative and stimulating activities, to develop as effective 

and independent learners and as critical and reflective thinkers with enquiring minds. 

Develops and demonstrates competence in a range of practical, creative and performance skills. 

Encourages students to work imaginatively and creatively in collaborative contexts, generating, developing and communicating 

ideas. 

Provides a strong and appropriate foundation for further progression to drama courses, including A-level drama and theatre  

studies, and enhanced vocational and career pathways. 

 

Component 1 

Non-examination assessment 

40% of the qualification – 60 marks 

  

Content overview 

● Create and develop a devised piece from a stimulus (free choice for centre). 

● Performance of this devised piece or design realisation for this performance. 

● Analyse and evaluate the devising process and performance. 

● Performer or designer routes available. 

  

Assessment overview 

● AO1, AO2 and AO4 are assessed. 

● Internally assessed and externally moderated. 

● There are two parts to the assessment: 

1) a portfolio covering the creating and developing process and analysis and evaluation of this process (45 marks, 30 marks as-

sessing AO1 and 15 marks assessing AO4). The portfolio submission recommendations are: 

- can be handwritten/typed evidence between 1500–2000 words or 

- can be recorded/verbal evidence between 8–10 minutes or 

- can be a combination of handwritten/typed evidence (between 750–1000 words) and recorded/verbal evidence (between 4–5 

minutes) 

2) a devised performance/design realisation (15 marks, assessing AO2). 

 

Component 2: Performance from Text (*Component code: 1DR0/02)  

Non-examination assessment 

20% of the qualification – 48 marks. 

  

Content overview 

● Students will either perform in and/or design for two key extracts from a perfor-

mance text 

● Centre choice of performance text 

● Performer or designer routes available 

Aspiring * Safe  * Prepared  * Independent  * Respectful  * Excellent  

http://web.aqa.org.uk/qual/gce/drama_theatre_new.php
http://web.aqa.org.uk/qual/gce/drama_theatre_new.php
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FILM STUDIES 
LEVEL: GCSE BOARD: WJEC EDUQAS  GRADING:  9 -1 

General Aims: 

Film inspires and provokes a range of powerful responses: from the emotional to the reflective. As well as inspiring 
us with characters, stories and issues, film is a major art form of the last hundred years and has had a significant 
influence on the way we think and feel. The EDUQAS Film Studies syllabus explores key developments in  

Hollywood throughout the history of film, as well as exploring films from Europe, including the UK, South Africa and 
Australia. 

Built into the heart of Film Studies is a central focus on the craft of filmmaking; rather than taking a theoretical ap-
proach from the outside looking in, students instead learn how to make good films. This focus on how films are 
made provides an effective basis for students‟ knowledge and understanding of film throughout the course, whilst 
also developing key practical skills and approaches for students‟ production of a film or screenplay.  

 

Course Content: 

How films are constructed: cinematography (camerawork and lighting), mise-en-scène (how sets, locations, props 
and costume are used in film), editing and sound. 

How films are organised into structures: genre (the different kinds of film) and narrative (how films tell their stories).  

How films can be used: artistically (the visual qualities of film) and as a way of communicating ideas and issues 
(representation).  

How we make sense of film: social, cultural, historical, political and institutional influences. 

 

Method of Assessment: 

30% Practical 

Creative work (20%): students create either a filmed extract from a genre film or an extract from a screenplay for a 
genre film (800 to 1000 words).  

Evaluation (10%): students also provide an evaluative analysis of their production work (750 to 850 words). 

70% Examination 

US Film (35%): students are assessed on a comparative study of two mainstream US films, developments in film 
and film technology, and independent US film. 

Global Film (35%): students are assessed on their knowledge and understanding of narrative, representation and 
film style. 

Course Requirements: 

Students‟ enthusiasm and excitement for film is essential. They will need to be hard-working and able to meet dead-
lines. Analytical skills, the ability to respond articulately in written form, and creative skills, would be beneficial in this 
subject. The most essential requirements for Film Studies are enthusiasm, ambition to achieve the best of the stu-
dent‟s ability, and commitment to the subject.  

Aspiring * Safe  * Prepared  * Independent  * Respectful  * Excellent  
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Level: GCSE  Board: WJEC EDUQAS  GRADING: 9 –1 

This is an exciting new GCSE option will develop student‟s passion for dish creation and developing technical skills. 
We have chosen this particular GCSE over others because of it‟s “user” friendly approach which we feel will really 
benefit our boys. 

General Aims: Food Preparation and Nutrition is an inspiring, rigorous and practical subject which prepares our 
boys for the next step into the professional world of food equips them with knowledge; understanding and skills re-
quired to cook and also apply the principles of food science, nutrition and healthy eating. 

Course content and Assessment: 

COMPONENT 1: Principles of Food Preparation and Nutrition (50% of Qualification) 

Written examinations:1hour 45 minutes. 

This component will consist of two sections both containing compulsory questions and will assess the six areas of 
study. 

Section A: questions based on stimulus material. 

Section B: structured, short  and extended response questions to assess content related to food preparation and 
nutrition. 

COMPONENT 2: Food Preparation and Nutrition in Action(50%of qualification) 

Non-examination assessment (NEA) 

This component will consist of two assessments. 

Assessment 1: The Food Investigation Assessment(15% of qualification) 

A scientific food investigation which will assess the learner‟s knowledge, skills and understanding in relation to scien-
tific principles underlying the preparation and cooking of food. 

Assessment 2: The Food Preparation Assessment(35% of qualification) 

Prepare, cook and present a menu which assesses the learner‟s knowledge, skills and understanding in relation to 

the planning, preparation, cooking and presentation of food.(3 hour practical assessment). 

Curriculum Enrichment: 

There will be an opportunity to practise additional culinary skills through the use of videos; access to additional 
equipment and tutorials. There will also be dedicated lunch and after school sessions to support elements of their 
practical and theoretical skills. 

WHY SHOULD I STUDY FOOD PREPARATION AND NUTRITION? 

You are passionate about food. 

You enjoy cooking for family and friends. 

You want to understand nutrition and be able to design diets for specific needs. 

You want to develop your practical skills. 

You are considering pursuing a career in the food industry. 

You are interested in food from around the world. 

Note: 

The course includes a large amount of hands-on work, for which you will need to provide ingredients. It also involves 
detailed written support work and individual investigations. Working towards the higher grade will provide a challenge 
and stimulus for the more academic students who will find these levels of work stimulating and interesting. 

Aspiring * Safe  * Prepared  * Independent  * Respectful  * Excellent  

FOOD PREPARATION AND NUTRITION 
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FRENCH 
Level: GCSE  Board: AQA  GRADING : 9 -1 

General Aims: 

To develop the ability to use a foreign language effectively in everyday situations. 

To develop skills which help students become more attractive and flexible to potential employers. 

These include: social skills, communication skills, problem-solving skills, confidence, open-mindedness, 

flexibility,  

and the ability to work in a team. 

To understand how to study a foreign language, making it easier to study other languages in the future. This is 
essential for the 

world of work and employment in multi-national business. 

To provide a solid foundation to study languages at A Level and Degree Level. 

Course Content:  

Students study all of the following themes on which the assessments are based. 

Theme 1: Identity and culture. 

Theme 2: Local, national, international and global areas of interest. 

Theme 3: Current and future study and employment. 

Method of Assessment: This qualification is linear: students will sit all their exams at the end of the course. 

The subject is assessed through 4 skills: 

 

GCSE French has a Foundation Tier (grades 1–5) and a Higher Tier (grades 4–9). Students must take all four 

question papers at the same tier.  

 

 

Listening (25%) 

Foundation Paper -35 minutes 

Higher Tier - 45 minutes Higher Tier 

Speaking (25%) 

 7–9 minutes (Foundation Tier) + preparation time 

10–12 minutes (Higher Tier) + preparation time  

Reading (25%) 

Higher paper – 1 hour 

Foundation paper - 45 minutes 

Writing (25%) 

Higher paper – 1 hour  15 Minutes 

Foundation paper – 1 Hour 

Aspiring * Safe  * Prepared  * Independent  * Respectful  * Excellent  
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LEVEL:  GCSE      BOARD:  AQA    GRADING:  9 - 1  

General Aims: 

"Geography is the subject which holds the key to our future" - Michael Palin 

With the World becoming “smaller” all of the time and with global issues affecting every one of us individually, it is 
crucial that we all understand how we affect our world and how our world affects us. 

 

Course Content:  

In geography, students will be studying for the AQA course which has six individual topics, as well as a further ex-
amination to test application and fieldwork. 

 

Human Geography 

Human geography is the study of people, place and their interaction. It focuses on how people interact with the envi-
ronment, the consequences of this interaction and how these can be managed sustainably. We look at three distinct 
topics in this part of the course: 

Urban issues and challenges, the changing economic worlds, and the challenge of resource management.  

 

Physical Geography 

Physical geography looks at the natural world and the processes that operate within it. It focuses on the cause and 
effects of natural events and their potential impacts on people. We look at three distinct topics in this part of the 
course: 

The challenge of natural hazards, physical landscapes in the UK, and the living world. 

Method of Assessment: 

35% -  Physical geography examination (summer of Year 11). 

35% -  Human geography examination  (summer of Year 11). 

30%   -  A local fieldwork investigation     (summer of Year 11). 

 

Geographers are very much appreciated by employers in a huge variety of fields (many of which are not directly re-
lated to geography itself), as the skills students will learn are transferable; such skills include report writing, analys-
ing sources and data, presentations, IT in various forms, empathy with people in different situations, enquiry skills, 
independent learning, critical thinking, problem solving and investigative skills.   

 

Geography is also a subject highly valued by colleges and universities. Students can continue studying geography 
at A Level and then progress onto a degree in geography, or branch into related subjects such as environmental 
science or geology.  

 

Aspiring * Safe  * Prepared  * Independent  * Respectful  * Excellent  

GEOGRAPHY 
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LEVEL: GCSE    BOARD:   EDEXCEL   GRADING:   9 - 1 

General Aims:   

The broad aims are :- 

(a) To develop an understanding of change over time, an in-depth understanding of British history and a broader un-
derstanding of            world history. 

(b) To develop an ability to analyse and evaluate different sources. 

(c) To analyse for different interpretations within source and discuss the reasons for this. 

(d) To develop the ability to construct clear and coherent arguments. 

(e) To build on the skills learnt at KS3 and ensure progression to A Level. 

Course Content: 

The course of study relates to assessment objectives listed in the syllabus. There are four examined units: medicine 
in Britain; Anglo Saxon and Norman England 1060-88; The American West 1835-1895, and Russia and the Soviet 
Union 1917-41. 

Medicine in Britain will address:- 

Changes in the understanding and treatment of disease. 

The key events and individuals that contributed to the development of medical understanding. 

A case study of medicine on the western front - how war affected the treatment of disease and of new injuries. 

Anglo Saxon and Norman England 1060-88 will address:- 

Changes to society and economy and the power of individual families. 

The claimants to the throne in 1066, the Battle of Hastings and how control by William I was subsequently gained, 
including the importance of castles. 

The causes of revolts and rebellions and the impact they had on England. 

The American West 1835-1895 will address:- 

The changing lives of the Plains Indians, their beliefs, the impact of early migrants and settlers on the plains and the 
causes of growing tension. 

How the west developed, including the impact of the cattle industry and railroads. 

The causes and consequences of tension between different groups living on the plains and how the Indians‟ way of 
life was destroyed. 

 

Aspiring * Safe  * Prepared  * Independent  * Respectful  * Excellent  

HISTORY 
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ICT VOCATIONAL (not to be taken with Computer Science)  

OCR: Cambridge National Level1/2 In Information Technologies 

This is vocational course which is equivalent to a GCSE, marked Pass to Distinction. Grades Level 2: Dis-

tinction* = 8, Distinction = 7, Merit = 6, Pass = 4 Grades Level 1: Distinction = 3, Merit = 2, Pass = 1  
  

General Aims: 

Equips students with the knowledge, understanding and skills they need to design and make, effective digital prod-
ucts for others to use. 

Enables students to use digital tools as a means of expression to inform, persuade and entertain. 

Fosters students creativity and develop their independent learning skills. 

Challenges students to reflect on what they produce and strive for excellence. 

Increase students awareness of their responsibilities in the digital world and their respect of other people‟s rights. 

Equips students with professional, real-world skills in planning, project management and communication. 

Give‟s students‟ the knowledge, understanding and skills they need to support future learning and exploit the crea-
tive digital industries. 

 

Method of Assessment: 

There are two units of assessment, students must complete both units in order to achieve a qualification: 

R012 – Understanding tools, techniques, method and processes for technological solutions 

     1 hour 45minutes written examination 

     80 Marks 

R013 – Developing technological Solutions 

     20 hour controlled assessment 

     80 Mark 

     Assignment set by OCR, marked by teachers and moderator by OCR 

     The assignment which include a context and set of tasks 

     A new assignment is published each series 

 

Course Requirements: 

In order to succeed students will need: 

Commitment to work steadily throughout Key Stage 4 

To produce regular coursework and meeting all deadlines 

Interest in creating ICT products 

To be able to develop products based on feedback from others 

Evaluate their own and others‟ work 

Desire to succeed in an interesting but demanding course 

Aspiring * Safe  * Prepared  * Independent  * Respectful  * Excellent  
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ICT VOCATIONAL CONT.. 
Why Take This Course?  

A brief outline: 

Achievable but still a challenge 

Engaging –fun to learn 

Encourages independence – online brief 

Project management skills 

Real world, lifelong skills – digital capability underpins majority of careers 

 

Where Next?  

This qualification provides a broad and solid foundation for further study in to Key Stage 5 such as The Cambridge 
Technical Level 3 and AS/A level Computer Science courses. 

 

Aspiring * Safe  * Prepared  * Independent  * Respectful  * Excellent  
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MUSIC 
LEVEL: GCSE   BOARD: EDEXCEL  GRADING:  9 - 1  

General Aims:  

It is a flexible and diverse course that, will enable all musicians to develop and demonstrate their musicianship skills 
through performing, composing and appraising. 

Entry Requirements:  

Performing: Students will already be learning an instrument/voice with an instrumental teacher at school or         
privately.  

Theory: Students should have a firm grasp of the music theory covered in Years 7 & 8 in their theory booklets 
(equivalent grade 2 theory). 

Extra-curricular: It will be expected that students fully participate in concerts, shows and school events, and      
students are also encouraged to join a school ensemble, or to start their own. 

 

Content and Exam Assessment: 

Unit 1: Performing – 30% (controlled conditions) 

Students must perform in class least two pieces, one solo and one ensemble on an instrument of their choice (or 
voice). 

The total performance time across both pieces must be a minimum of four minutes. 

Unit 2: Composing – 30% (controlled conditions) 

Students compose 2 pieces that, combined, reach a maximum of 3 minutes. 

One composition will be in response to a brief that is set by Edexel. 

One composition will be a free choice. 

Unit 3: Listening and Appraising – 40% (Written exam) 

Students will sit an exam that lasts 1 hour and 45 minutes, based on four areas of study: Instrumental Music (1700-
1820),  

Vocal Music, Music for Stage and Screen, and Fusions. 

The exam will take place during the summer exam period in Year 11. 

Overall 

Through the study of a wide variety of high quality music from different genres and styles, students will develop their 
knowledge and understanding of how music is made.. 

Students will use this knowledge and apply it to making their own music, developing their own unique style, and 
learning to express themselves musically. 

Students should have an interest in progressing on their chosen instrument and undertake regular practice of that 
Instrument. 

Aspiring * Safe  * Prepared  * Independent  * Respectful  * Excellent  
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PHOTOGRAPHY 
LEVEL: GCSE BOARD: AQA  GRADING: 9 -1 

General Aims: 

This course explores a range of lens-based and light-based media, techniques and processes, including both tradi-
tional chemical  methods and new technologies. 

Through the course, students will learn the technical aspects and methods of photography, studying how to take 
pictures in different situations and for different purposes. They will learn to manipulate digital images on Photoshop. 
Throughout the projects, students will learn to develop ideas effectively and respond to tasks in creative ways. 

Throughout the two year course, students learn to think critically about their work and that of other photographers. 
They are encouraged to question what they see, form their own opinions and make decisions independently. They 
learn to plan their photographic shoots and test ideas to ensure success. Through studying photography students 
learn to think creatively, plan their work carefully and see their ideas through, showing great resilience in order to 
capture their desired images. 

Course Content: 

Students produce a coursework portfolio consisting of an extended project and a series of smaller projects to cover 
the four assessment objectives.  
 

We cover a variety of themes in Year 9 & 10, starting with Detail. Students are introduced to a variety of media and 
processes, including: studio photography, natural light photography, digital image manipulation, and darkroom ma-
nipulation. These units cover a range of images including portraiture, buildings, light and motion, colour and detail. 
Opportunities for working in moving image (video) and stop motion animation are also offered. 
 

Through the projects, students are expected to select which areas they are strongest in, and develop their skills ap-
propriately. In Year 11, students will sit a mock exam project, and their final exam project. For all projects, students 
will have to respond to the starting point in a personal way. Students visit galleries and/or sites of artistic or historical 
interest to reinforce their learning. 

Method of Assessment: 

Controlled assessment 60% (portfolio of evidence) – working from themes: Students are required to experiment 
with a variety of processes so that they can discover where their strengths lie. Their portfolio should be divided into 
sections covering observation, experimentation, analysis and final outcomes. 

Externally set work 40% (exam) – Students are re-
quired to work unaided to conceive, design, organise 
and complete work over a specified period. They pro-
duce one controlled test piece over a 10 hour exam. 

Course Requirements: 

Students should have an interest in photography and 
enjoy working independently with a personal interest in 
developing their photographic knowledge and skills. The 
course requires creativity, commitment, personality and 
dedication.  
 

Students will need to own a digital camera 
(preferably DSLR) and access to a non digital single 

Lens Reflex (SLR) film camera is recommended. 

 

Aspiring * Safe  * Prepared  * Independent  * Respectful  * Excellent  
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General Aims: 

LEVEL: GCSE BOARD: AQA  GRADING: 9 -1 

To develop the ability to use a foreign language effectively in everyday situa-
tions. 

To develop skills which help students become more attractive and flexible to 
potential employers. These include: social skills, communication skills, 
problem-solving skills, confidence, open-mindedness, flexibility, and the 

ability to work in a team. 

To understand how to study a foreign language, making it easier to study oth-

er languages in the future. This is essential for the world of work and employment in multi-national business. 

To provide a solid foundation to study languages at A Level and Degree Level. 

Course Content:  

Students study all of the following themes on which the assessments are based. 

Theme 1: Identity and culture. 

Theme 2: Local, national, international and global areas of interest. 

Theme 3: Current and future study and employment. 

Method of Assessment: 

This qualification is linear: students will sit all their exams at the end of the course.The subject is assessed through 4 
skills: 

 

GCSE Spanish has a Foundation Tier (grades 1–5) and a Higher Tier (grades 4–9). Students must take all four 

question papers at the same tier. 

Aspiring * Safe  * Prepared  * Independent  * Respectful  * Excellent  

SPANISH 

Listening (25%) 

Foundation Paper -  35 minutes 

Higher Tier - 45 minutes Higher Tier 

  

 Speaking (25%)  

 

7–9 minutes (Foundation Tier) + preparation time 

10–12 minutes (Higher Tier) + preparation time 

  

Reading (25%) 

Higher paper – 1 hour 

Foundation paper - 45 minutes 

Writing (25%) 

Higher paper – 1 hour  15 Minutes 

Foundation paper – 1 Hour 
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TECHNOLOGY—OVERVIEW 
LEVEL:  GCSE  BOARD:  EDEXCEL GRADING:  9 -1 

Technology – why is it important in our modern world? 

Our lives depend on technology; the results of it are all around us.  There are many exciting and challenging experi-
ences and opportunities to exploit. Equally, many people complain about the world in which we live, how many peo-
ple are able to make the most of the opportunities or are prepared and able to do something about improving and 
shaping our world. 

Whether or not you wish to follow a career working alongside some of the country‟s leading engineers or craftsmen, 
manage your own business, bring new products to our supermarket shelves, be involved in a major new building 
development or just make the most of every day opportunities, the study of technology is a must for everyone. 

The examined assessment consists of a common core and subject options. Therefore all students study a common 
core of material but focus in detail on their chosen subject specialism. 

Technology courses demand the use of information technology, skills and knowledge. The computer is used 
as a tool in the designing and manufacturing process.  The department has also acquired some of the most 
modern CAD/CAM equipment, including a laser cutter, die sublimation technology and 3D printing technolo-
gy, all of which can only boost students’ enjoyment and lead to the manufacture of very high quality prod-

ucts.  

Method of Assessment: 

50% Controlled assessment  

One coursework unit consisting of a design portfolio and practical outcome with a specialist focus. 

50% Examination 

One exam (Component 1,sat in summer of Year 11). Common core and specialist options. 

 

Core Content: 

Study the core content in Year 9 & 10 covering all aspects of Technology, including the following: 

 New and emerging technologies. 

 Resistant materials. 

 Systems. 

 Textiles. 

 Smart materials. 

 Investigation past and present designs. 

 

Material Specialism 

At the end of Year 10, they will chose a material specialism. In Year 11, they will complete a piece of non-examined 
assessment that is to help them to develop and make a final protype that will meet the needs of their chosen target 
market. based around the chosen specialism. 

The design contexts for the assessments are published by the exam board in June of Year 10. 

The students will develop their GCSE investigative & design skills . 

 

Aspiring * Safe  * Prepared  * Independent  * Respectful  * Excellent  


