
parents and students 

for being so Covid 

alert! 

 

Earlier last week                      

former Forest student 

and RAMS RFC player 

Johnny Williams’ was 

selected for the                   

starting 15 to play for 

Wales against                     

Georgia in the                     

Autumn Nations Cup. 

We were                               

incredibly proud and 

eager to cheer him 

on Congratulations!!  

 

Through our                           

partnership with   

Letslocalise we                        

recently asked for 20 

new or used laptops 

to support online 

learning for Forest   

students whose                

families are  unable 

to fund such a l         

learning resource. We 

are incredibly                  

grateful to BETT 

Events, through the 

Hyve Group for 

pledging all 20                       

laptops. These                 

laptops will enable 

students to get                          

access to the online 

learning                         

resources they need. 

 

Best Wishes 

Shirley Austin 

Every Friday I enjoy a             

lovely Headteacher’s 

hot chocolate session 

where I meet and 

chat with Year 7                    

students. They really 

are a lovely year 

group, and it’s great 

to see how keen and 

engaged they are 

within school and             

lessons. I have 

learned about how 

well they have                  

settled, their love of 

science                               

experiments and we 

have had a                         

discussion about 

plans for gaming and                 

robotics in school. 

Their bubble is                

bonding very well 

and in lessons                   

students are                      

inquisitive, bubbly 

and curious; which is               

exactly what we             

encourage in our               

lessons.  On that point 

I would like to express 

my thanks to all                       

In school the mood is 

quiet and studious. 

Staff and students are 

resilient in their efforts 

to keep the pace of 

work as we run                 

towards our much 

needed Christmas 

break. We still have 

three weeks of               

excellent learning           

opportunities to work 

upon.  Throughout  

their PPEs Year 11s 

and Year 13s have 

acted maturely and                      

positively. We are                    

offering additional              

intervention/revision/ 

catch up sessions   

daily after school. 

 

Following more                

guidance from                  

Department for                

Education we will be 

continuing after 

school clubs once 

again. After Lock-

down 2 has ended 

(see page 4 for Clubs 

list). 

IMPORTANT DATES 

 

 01/12/2020—03/12/2020 

Year 13 Art PPE and  

Languages PPE 

 04/12/2020 Christmas 

Jumper Day 

 10/12/2020—Year 13 

Parents’ Evening 15:45-

18:45 via Zoom 

 17/12/20—World                          

Challenge Christmas 

Quiz 

 18/12/2020—Whole 

School. Autumn Term 

ends. Student dismissal 

at 13:00                        

Staff meeting until 15:10 

 04/01/2021—Return to 

school for all students 

8:45am start 

 

 

 

 

 

Headteacher's Update 

Forest School partners and suppliers: 

Week B 

www.forest.academy 
 

@ForestWinnersh 

@ForestSchoolHead 

@Forest_Sixth 

@CareersForest 

@PeForest 
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Anti Bullying Information 
Anti-Bullying Week is an 

annual UK event, which 

aims to raise awareness 

of bullying of children 

and young people, and 

to highlight ways of                  

preventing and             

responding to it.                        

Anti-Bullying Week is               

organised by the                      

Anti-Bullying Alliance and 

supported by The Forest 

School Community. The 

theme for this year has 

been "United against 

bullying"  Pastoral Care is 

always at the forefront of 

our minds and actions, 

we fully support the im-

portant messages which 

are delivered every year 

to schools across the UK.  

All students have                          

participated in an                   

assembly which has 

asked our students to 

consider the following 

quote.... "Being human is 

given. But keeping our 

humanity is a choice." 

Our students stood shoul-

der to shoulder to read 

the following powerful 

poem "I am" “I Am” has 

become one of the 

world’s best known      

poems about Bullying,  

What many people don’t 

know is the history behind 

the poem. Written by 

Laura and donated to 

BullyingUK over 10 years 

ago, the poem came  

out of one person’s    

frustration with bullying 

and helpless feeling of 

isolation many young 

people encounter.  

Here is Laura’s poem. 

I think you will find it will 

strike a resonance with 

yourself as we hope it will 

have done with our    

students.... 

I am the person you    

bullied at school, 

I am the person who did-

n’t know how to be cool, 

I am the person you    

alienated, 

I am the person you    

ridiculed and hated. 
 

I am the person who sat 

on her own, 

The video from                       

the Anti-Bullying Alliance 

which our students 

watched can be found 

using this link. 
 

https://youtu.be/DOeRmP

3XRHg 

As the school's Pastoral 

Lead, I stand by my                 

mantra that 'He who 

cares, wins.'  It is to the 

great credit of so very 

many of our students, that 

they share this with myself 

and our caring staff too. 

Mr Hannam 

I am the person who 

walked home alone, 

I am the person you 

scared every day, 

I am the person who had 

nothing to say 
 

I am the person with hurt 

in her eyes, 

I am the person you   

never saw cry, 

I am the person living 

alone with her fears, 

I am the person             

destroyed by her peers. 
 

I am the person who 

drowned in your scorn, 

I am the person who 

wished she hadn’t been 

born, 

I am the person you               

destroyed for ‘fun’, 

I am the person, but not 

the only one.   
 

I am the person whose 

name you don’t know, 

I am the person who just 

can’t let go, 

I am the person who has 

feelings too, 

And I was a person, just 

like you. 

Year 9 School Update 
I was extremely proud 

of the way in which the 

boys conducted 

themselves during the 

Remembrance Parade 

on November 11th.  The 

boys showed dignity 

and respect along with 

the other year groups 

and took the time to 

remember those who 

have given their lives for 

us and continue to do 

so.   

 

The cohort are now set-

tled into their GCSE       

option subjects and it 

has been brilliant to 

hear the boys talk so 

passionately about their 

chosen subjects. The 

boys have certainly  

matured and are now 

on the path to the next 

phase of their              

education. 

 

We have spoken to the 

cohort about the Duke 

of Edinburgh scheme 

and I hope to see a 

large number of the 

boys take up this           

fantastic opportunity. If 

they have any                       

questions please ask 

them to see Mrs Deer in 

the Head of Year                     

offices.   

The basketball hoops in 

the playground                    

continue to get great 

use from the boys and 

the skills on show are                  

impressive - Mr Vernon 

will have some                   

competition soon!!     

             

 I hope to see the boys 

continue to push                

themselves and follow 

our school ethos of                

ASPIRE in the coming 

months and strive for                             

excellence in all they 

do.  

 

Mr Jordan, Head of 

Year 

Christmas Shopping 

Do you use Amazon, or 

any other online        

shopping websites? Did 

you know that you could 

support the school by 

signing up to one or 

more of these online 

fundraising options, so 

when you shop, the 

school gets a small      

donation every time you 

shop Sign up and use:  

Smile.Amazon.co.uk - 
search for and choose 
Forest School Parent 
Teacher Association. You 
must login via 
smile.amazon.co.uk Or 
use  Easyfundraising 
at https://www.easyfund
raising.org.uk/causes/for
estpta/  

https://youtu.be/DOeRmP3XRHg
https://youtu.be/DOeRmP3XRHg
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/forestpta/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/forestpta/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/forestpta/


Page 3 Aspiring * Safe  * Prepared  * Independent  * Respectful  * Excellent  

Year 10 School Update 
I was extremely proud 

of the way in which the 

boys conducted 

themselves during the 

Remembrance Parade 

on November 11th.  

 

The cohort continue to 

impress me in the way 

they conduct them-

selves around the site 

and in lessons - there is 

a definite desire to                

succeed from so many 

students and they are 

preparing themselves 

well for the challenges 

that lie ahead. I have 

been really impressed to 

see a number of                      

students take part in the 

Duke of Edinburgh 

scheme and some                         

students have really           

excelled in this area, 

completing parts of the 

course in their own time 

and during lock-

down. This scheme                

really promotes skills of 

responsibility and                  

problem solving and 

those taking part will 

gain hugely from the 

programme. Once 

again the basketball 

hoops in the playground 

continue to get great 

use.  

Now is a key time to 

think about Forest Sixth 

form and consider their 

next steps. 

 

I hope to see the boys 

continue to push                    

themselves and follow 

our school ethos of                

ASPIRE in the coming 

months and strive 

for excellence in all they 

do.  

Mr Jordan, Head of 

Year 

Year 11 School Update 
Year 11s are involved in 

their PPE's and they are 

taking them extremely 

seriously - who knows, 

they might be the most     

important exams they 

sit in KS4 unless this         

terrible pandemic 

abates! To                               

complement the tests, 

boys are                         

attending intervention 

sessions with amazing 

consistency and many 

boys are here 3 or 4 

nights a week after-

school. There is also a 

measured calmness in 

lessons, testament to 

the fact the boys see 

this as the final push       

before external                    

moderations/exams 

next term and in               

summer. I am a proud 

Head of Year and am 

delighted so many are           

looking at continuing 

their studies at Forest 6. 

Don’t forget to        

complete your sixth 

form application and 

send it to sixth-

form@forest.academy 

 

Mr Vernon, Head of 

Year 

Cycle Safety Reminder 

Students at The Forest 

School have responded 

very well to the changes 

enforced upon us due to 

Covid. They have 

adapted their routines and 

ensured that they protect 

themselves and others by 

wearing their facemasks in 

communal areas around 

the school site. This is a                   

critical step, along with the 

washing of hands and                           

maintaining social                  

distance between                        

themselves and others. 

Let’s work together to stay 

COVID free.                                   

If your son forgets his mask, 

they are able to be                       

purchased from the  

school Reception. 

As the clocks have 

gone back and the 

weather is gradually 

changing it is even 

more important that 

cyclists are visible to 

other road users.        

Cyclists should be 

wearing a helmet 

when riding a bike to or 

from school, in darker 

conditions the bike 

should have 

lights/reflectors.   

I would also like to    

remind all students and 

parents that students 

should be cycling on 

the correct side of the 

road when making their 

way to or from school, 

not cycling on             

pavements (walking 

bike along the                         

pavement) and refrain 

from cycling in large 

groups that impede/or 

endanger pedestrians. 

The entrance and side 

roads around the 

school site are busy at 

the best of times with 

the railway station and 

crossroads nearby,   

posing an increased risk 

to cyclists. We want all 

the members of the 

Forest Community to  

be safe. 

Christmas Jumper Day 

We have decided that on 

Friday 4th December we 

will be spreading early 

Christmas cheer by                 

allowing students to wear 

non-uniform with or without 

a Christmas jumper. 

Students will be expected 

to wear appropriate                

clothing. 

The suggested donation 

will be £1 which will be          

collected during                           

registration. 
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World Challenge 
The World Challenge 

team have been 

meeting virtually to 

begin planning their 

upcoming expedition 

to India Himalayas in 

the summer of 2021. 

We recently met with 

Glyn, our expedition 

leader who will be  

accompanying us 

through India.            

He outlined the        

proposed trip, showed 

us some beautiful   

photos from his        

previous treks through 

India and 

scared us all 

with the  

pictures of 

the so-

called 

'toilets' in the 

Himalayas!  

The whole 

team have 

been                

wonderfully 

resilient 

through these                 

uncertain times and 

Miss Smith and            

Mr Skidmore are very 

proud of their                        

determination and 

hard work. 

The team have also 

been busily fundraising 

to independently raise 

the funds so they can 

go on the expedition. 

It's been a tricky year 

for fundraising as most 

of the usual events 

couldn't take place 

and so they've had to 

get creative! The team 

will be hosting a virtual 

Christmas Quiz on 

Thursday 17th of                     

December at 7pm. 

Tickets will be                      

available to purchase 

from next week,                                     

Get a team together 

and join us for an 

evening of Christmas 

fun with prizes up for 

grabs! Your support 

would be greatly            

appreciated. 

After 

School 

Clubs List 

Monday  Year 7 

Sports 

Tuesday Year 9 

Sports  

Year 7 

Swimming 

Wednes-

day 

Year 10 

Sports  

Year 8 

Swimming  

Thursday  Year 8 

Sports 

Friday  Year 10 

Swimming 

Year 7 School Update 
The Year 7's have            

continued to impress 

me in the way they 

have settled.  They 

have coped well with 

the routines and             

appear to be               

flourishing at Forest.  I 

am sure they are    

looking forward to 

sports clubs resuming.  

Table tennis                      

continues to be a 'hit' 

during break and lunch.  

Mr Tate, Head of Year 

Year 8 School Update 
The Year 8's have 

been very busy in                   

lessons and are                   

working really hard.  

They have been busy                         

making 'real'                   

volcanoes in                       

Geography and I 

have seen some                                      

fantastic history                   

models being brought 

in.  I am sure they are 

looking forward to 

school clubs resuming 

and being able to use 

the dome.  

Mr Tate, Head of Year 
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Forest Alumni 
We were delighted to 

support former Forest 

student Johnny                    

Williams, who made his 

international debut for 

Wales on Saturday in 

the Rugby Autumn 

Nations Cup against 

Georgia. In a gritty 

and determined show, 

the welsh side sealed 

a win! 

Congratulations, we 

thoroughly enjoyed 

cheering Johnny (and 

the welsh team on) 

and look forward to 

seeing him again 

soon, potentially 

against England this 

weekend.  

The                

photograph to 

the bottom 

right is Johnny, 

along with                     

another former 

Forest student 

Jacob Atkins 

(whilst both 

played for                    

London Irish) at 

our Sports-

man’s Dinner. 

They both              

graciously                  

attended and 

congratulated 

Forest’s                      

sportsmen on 

their                 

achievements.  

 

 

 

School Photo Archive. Swimming Pool development 1960s—2020 

We’re delighted to be able to re open our swimming pool again next week,                                 

after Lockdown 2 ends!  


