
Christmas is most                      

definitely in the 

air….the smell of mince 

pies being made was 

really good! Year 9s 

had a lovely time,       

listening to Christmas 

music whilst making 

their puff pastry for their 

mince pies.  

 

family.  Thank you for 

all your continued                       

support.  

Throughout school, as 

well as being very  

mindful of taking extra 

care of students (I am 

always proud of my 

team, who go above 

and beyond every day 

to make sure every          

student is looked after 

and guided to feel                

supported and                    

understood) I am also 

keen that my staff are 

looked after too. This 

term our school ‘Well 

Being’ team have 

been proactive in     

creating positive, lovely                    

reminders about how 

we are all able to take 

that extra moment to 

make sure we’re                 

supporting each other. 

Our ‘12 days of                          

kindness’ has                           

emphasised the simple 

ways to say well done, 

to appreciate each               

other and to support 

each other.                                  

Our Christmas Jumper 

Mufti day was great 

fun, and the prize - a 

meal in the sixth form 

cafe, was won by Mr 

Massey for this splendid                 

Christmas Jumper…. 

As you can see he is a 

cat fan.... 

 

‘It’s beginning to look a 

lot like Christmas’ 

During this time of year 

we take the                           

opportunity to                     

celebrate, reflect and 

give thanks. This year, 

we have much to                 

reflect upon, much to 

be thankful for, and 

yes, much to                           

celebrate. Our school 

community has been 

outstanding in their  

supportive, mature and 

engaged                      

attitudes throughout. 

We have been               

determined to make 

students’ feel safe,    

supported, the school 

stay open and be at 

the centre of all that 

we do. We know that 

it’s been a really long 

term but we celebrate 

small successes (of 

which there are many) 

every day. Your son’s 

and daughter’s make 

us so proud. We can 

now all look forward to                 

spending time at home 

with our families. I’m 

looking forward to 

spending time cooking, 

reading, watching tv, 

and taking the dog for 

a walk with my                          

children. I know that 

the Covid pandemic 

has touched so many 

families in                                  

heartbreaking ways this 

year and our thoughts 

are with those who 

have lost friends and 

IMPORTANT DATES 

 

 17/12/20—World                          

Challenge Christmas 

Quiz 

 17/12/2020—Whole 

School. Autumn Term 

ends. Student dismissal 

at 13:00                        

Staff meeting until 15:10 

 04/01/2021—Return to 

school for all students 

8:45am start 

 

 

 

 

 

Headteacher's Update 

Forest School partners and suppliers: 

Week B 

www.forest.academy 
 

@ForestWinnersh 

@ForestSchoolHead 

@Forest_Sixth 

@CareersForest 

@PeForest 

Christmas Shopping 

Do you use Amazon, or 

any other online        

shopping websites? Did 

you know that you could 

support the school by 

signing up to one or 

more of these online 

fundraising options, so 

when you shop, the 

school gets a small      

donation every time you 

shop Sign up and use:  

Smile.Amazon.co.uk - 
search for and choose 
Forest School Parent 
Teacher Association. You 
must login via 
smile.amazon.co.uk Or 
use  Easyfundraising 
at https://www.easyfund
raising.org.uk/causes/for
estpta/  

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/forestpta/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/forestpta/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/forestpta/
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Headteacher’s Update Continued... 

During the break we 

would like students and 

their families to enjoy a 

well deserved rest, but 

don’t forget that we 

need to still be mindful 

of the work that lies 

ahead. As ever 

GCSEPod and our                 

other online learning           

resources are excellent 

resources to use.  

 

We have contacted 

Wokingham Borough 

Council to discuss a 

Bikeability scheme for 

Y7s students, who                

traditionally take this 

training at the end of 

Y6. Alongside that we 

are hoping to secure a 

bike mechanic to carry 

out free bike checks. 

Updates will be sent in 

January.  

  

With this in mind please 

remind your son to 

wear his helmet whilst 

cycling to and from 

school. We will be 

checking that all                    

students are cycling 

with appropriate safety 

items, and this includes 

a cycle helmet. Please 

also remind them that 

we have a crossing 

point on Robin Hood 

Lane, that ensures                   

traffic stops and allows 

a safe crossing into 

school.  

 

In other school news: 

Gatlin O’Donkor has 

played his first match 

for Oxford City FC. It 

turned out to be quite 

a dramatic match      

ending with penalties. 

Gatlin was up first and 

nailed his effort!  

He did brilliantly and if 

you go onto my Twitter 

feed, you’ll see more 

information.      

In other great news           

Forest student Jackson 

Izquierdo has been 

signed by Crystal                   

Palace. We know both 

students will continue 

to work hard                             

academically, but we 

are delighted to                         

support them in their 

footballing                                 

endeavours. 

More wonderful school 

news, as you know we 

recently ran a request 

through the                          

LetsLocalise platform 

for twenty Laptops. 

Those laptops donated 

by BETT UK have now 

arrived in school. We 

can’t thank the team 

at BETT enough. 

Through their                       

generosity twenty                        

students, who couldn’t 

access laptops at 

home for home                       

learning, now have 

those resources, that 

support,                             

investment and belief 

which will help them          

enormously to fulfil their 

potential. It makes me 

feel very humble and 

extremely pleased.  

 

Finally, please may I 

remind you that whilst 

we are able to take a 

few days to socialise 

with loved ones please 

be careful and mindful 

that the Covid virus is 

still very much at large 

within our community. 

Several local schools 

have had to close       

entirely due to large                    

numbers of students 

and staff having to               

isolate. Please be      

mindful of social                      

distancing, stay safe 

and follow the                           

government guidelines. 

In the new year we will 

still encounter                          

challenges and will still 

need to be very                         

vigilant and careful 

with our social                                 

distancing and social 

interactions.  

 

I wish you a safe,                        

enjoyable festive                

period.  

 

Best wishes 

Shirley Austin  
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End of Term Arrangements 
Term ends on Thursday 

17th December at 

1pm. 

School buses will be 

onsite by 1pm and will 

depart by 1:10pm. 

Students who usually 

travel on the 202, 244, 

or 128/9 public bus 

service are advised to 

make alternative 

transport                                 

arrangements or wait 

for the scheduled                       

service for these routes 

outside the normal 

collection times. 

Parking and collecting 

students on site will not 

be permitted. Please 

arrange to collect 

your child at an                    

alternative location; 

we advise that you 

use Sainsbury’s car 

park. 

Food will be available 

during the morning 

break in this order: 

Year 7, 8, 11, 10, & 9. 

We will issue the exact 

times to the students 

early next week.  

 

Monday 4th January 

2021—Return to school 

for all students 8:45 am 

start. 

 

 

World Challenge 
Come and join our 

Fun and Festive                  

Christmas Quiz on 

Thursday 17th                       

December at 7:30pm! 

Our World Challenge 

Team have designed 

the quiz questions and 

will be ruining the 

event, so please               

support our team! All 

money raised will be 

going towards the 

fundraising for the     

expedition. Get a 

team together for a 

chance to win some 

great prizes!  

Covid Track and Trace 

during the Christmas 

Break  

Please see the school 

website (link below), 

and the Early closure 

letter which was 

emailed yesterday to               

parents for information 

regarding Covid Track 

and Trace during the 

Christmas Break. 

http://www.forest.woki

ngham.sch.uk/392/ann

ouncements/announc

ement/127/announce

ment/?home=1 

http://www.forest.wokingham.sch.uk/392/announcements/announcement/127/announcement/?home=1
http://www.forest.wokingham.sch.uk/392/announcements/announcement/127/announcement/?home=1
http://www.forest.wokingham.sch.uk/392/announcements/announcement/127/announcement/?home=1
http://www.forest.wokingham.sch.uk/392/announcements/announcement/127/announcement/?home=1
http://www.forest.wokingham.sch.uk/392/announcements/announcement/127/announcement/?home=1
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Careers News 
Year 7 have been         

enjoying STEM club run by 

Mr Burley doing                   

experiments on what 

makes a chemical                   

reaction, flame tests,        

constructing                        

marshmallow towers to 

see who could make the 

tallest and most stable 

structure and using             

spinners to look at                

optical illusions. They 

have also been                    

practising their                       

transferable skills of 

speaking and listening 

from the skillsbuilder           

programme that will                   

continue for the           

academic year and is 

delivered during tutor 

time. 

 

Year 8 have also been 

involved in the                         

skillsbuilder programme 

and have been working 

on various projects to 

practise as many of the 8 

skills: Speaking,                

Listening, Aiming High, 

Staying Positive,                      

Creativity, Problem               

Solving and Teamwork 

and Leadership. Mr Smith 

has been working with 8L 

and had this to say 

“Students were                

apprehensive about    

having a project to work 

on during tutor time, as 

they only had a limited 

amount of time to work 

on it. However, after a 

few sessions, they                  

really started to get stuck 

into the task and we saw 

some real creativity, and 

they were showing a lot 

more of the skills from the 

skills builder without even 

realising it. Students 

demonstrated strong 

teamwork skills, and those 

that led the groups 

showed good leadership 

skills, ensuring that                          

everyone in their group 

knew what they should 

be doing. I can see this 

being a very useful                     

application of the skills 

builder program                            

going forward, and would 

love to expand it into a 

bigger project with                         

real-world                             

outcomes to help                    

students see how these 

skills fit in with the greater 

community outside of 

school.”   

Next term students will 

start to focus on their  

option choices and I will                       

introduce them to the 

START profile that will help 

with their decision                         

making. 

 

Year 10 Computer                       

Science took part in the 

LearnLive & WorldSkills  

live streaming event 

where they watched       

FoxDog studios create a 

multi-player online game 

in just 1 day covering     

programming, robotics, 

audio, graphics and                   

performance. They even 

got a shout out from Lloyd 

and were able to have a 

go at playing the game. 

Go to http://zeros.fds.im 

to have a go. 

 

Year 11 are still having 

individual careers        

discussions to ensure they 

have plans in place for 

after they complete their 

GCSE’s. Additional                   

support is also offered to 

those who may need 

help with completing      

applications. 

 

Year 12 Economics class 

had the opportunity to 

hear from Hugo Sherlock 

a degree apprentice at 

international firm EY.           

Hugo chartered his               

journey from leaving                     

university at the end of his 

first year to landing his 

dream job where he is 

working towards                     

becoming a chartered 

accountant. Look out for 

information on EY insight 

days and Deloitte                    

information sessions next 

term. 

 

Year 13 have been       

completing their UCAS 

applications and those 

not considering                           

University have been             

having individual career 

discussions. Next term 

students looking at                        

apprenticeships/

employment will have the 

opportunity to take part 

in an employability                     

workshop covering                      

applications, assessment 

day and interviews. More 

details to follow next 

term. 

 

Students in Years 10-13 

also took part in the                       

virtual wex opportunities 

that global engineering 

firm Johnson Matthey 

organised covering                  

topics including Law,            

Finance, Science,                      

Engineering,                              

Apprenticeships. 

 

If you are in Year 12 and 

will be the first to attend 

university or from a low 

income household check 

out the Aspiring                         

Professional Programme 

REACH from the Social 

Mobility Foundation. 

Watch here 

https://vimeo.com/48406

3160 more details here 

https://www.socialmobilit

y.org.uk/programmes/rea

ch/ programmes in                      

Accountancy, Law,                                

Digital, Medicine, Media,  

and others. Applications 

close in 1 week. 

 

Enrichment opportunities 

Students in Years 8 & 9 who 

are interested in Cyber should 

apply for the FREE courses 

from the Smallpiece Trust. 

Trailblazers for year 8  https://

www.smallpeicetrust.org.uk/

cyberfirst-trailblazers and Ad-

venturers for Year 9 https://

www.smallpeicetrust.org.uk/

cyberfirst-adventurers. Early 

application advised as                    

places fill up very quickly. 
 

Students wanting to find out 

more about opportunities in 

BAE systems, Army, RAF,              

Navy can watch the                   

recordings at https://

learnliveuk.com/channel/ 

 

Virtual work experience for 

students in Years 10-13         

available from the                         

Experience team at                  

Speakers for Schools.                      

Students will need to register 

and check entry                                  

requirements for placements 

that interest them:                        

placements at Wates                        

construction, NHS, Rail, Spotify 

and Tesco Food Love stories 

to name a few. 

https://www.speakersforscho

ols.org/experience-2/vwex/ 

https://www.careerdays.co.u

k/ are offering insight and 

virtual work experience for 

students aged 14-17 in                          

various industries including 

medicine, dentistry, law,                       

aviation, psychology and 

others. Charges apply. 

https://investin.org/ offer                      

virtual work experience and 

summer internships. Costs do 

apply. 

 
Zoom sessions available for 

parents to discuss career              

opportunities contact Mrs 

Lewington Careers Leader                         

blewington@forest.academy 

http://zeros.fds.im
https://vimeo.com/484063160
https://vimeo.com/484063160
https://www.socialmobility.org.uk/programmes/reach/
https://www.socialmobility.org.uk/programmes/reach/
https://www.socialmobility.org.uk/programmes/reach/
https://learnliveuk.com/channel/
https://learnliveuk.com/channel/
https://www.speakersforschools.org/experience-2/vwex/
https://www.speakersforschools.org/experience-2/vwex/
https://www.careerdays.co.uk/
https://www.careerdays.co.uk/
https://investin.org/
mailto:blewington@forest.academy

