
welcoming them to 

our Forest Family                    

during our induction 

days in the summer 

term and ultimately at 

the start of the new 

school year in                         

September 2022. 

 

As I close, please may I  

remind you to keep 

testing twice a week 

(Sunday 

evening/Monday 

morning and                    

Wednesday 

evening/Thursday 

morning) using your 

Lateral Flow Tests, use 

your masks and                        

sanitise and wash your 

hands to help keep 

each other safe and in 

particular as Christmas 

approaches.  May I 

also remind you that if 

you’re eligible to book 

for a booster vaccine 

to do so, I have been 

for my own this week 

to keep us all                        

protected. 

 

As always, thank you 

for your continued         

support and I wish you 

a pleasant weekend. 

 

Shirley Austin 

Headteacher 

 

 IMPORTANT DATES 
 

 22/11/21—03/12/21 Yr 

11 Pre-public Exams 

 26/11/21 GCSE Business 

resit 

 26/11/21 Sixth Form 

Open Morning 9:30-

11:00 

 02/12/21—15:45-18:45 

Yr7 Virtual Parents                 

Evening  

 03/12/21 Christmas 

Jumper (£2 donation) 

 06/12/21—10/12/21 Y3 

Pre-Public Exams & 

Business Literacy Week  

 10/12/21—18:30—21:30 

Sportsman’s Dinner 

 14/12/21—Yr12&13 

London Gallery Art Trip 

 15/12/21– 15:30 Christ-

mas Carols @ Tesco 

Wokingham 

 17/12/21—Autumn 

Term Ends.  Student                           

dismissal 1:00pm 

 04/01/22—Spring Term 

Starts.  All students and 

staff in school   

 06/01/22— 15:45-18:45 

Yr11 Virtual Parents 

Evening  

 20/01/22– 15:45-18:45 

Yr9 Virtual Parents 

Evening 

 27/01/22—15:45-18:45 

Yr9 Options Evening 

 

Please see the back 

page of this update for 

2022-2023 term dates 

and the school website 

http://www.forest.woking

ham.sch.uk/359/term-

dates 

 

 
 

 

Headteacher's Update 

Forest School partners and suppliers: 

Week A 

 

For the latest school news follow us on: www.forest.academy 

Facebook—The Forest School 

Twitter via:  @ForestWinnersh @ForestSchoolHead @Forest_Sixth @CareersForest @PeForest 

Instagram: forestschoolsport 

Our assembly                      

programme supported 

Anti-bullying week last 

week with the ‘One 

Kind Word’ slogan, 

and whilst I walked the 

school site during the 

week I encountered 

several student acts of 

kindness and                           

consideration towards 

each other which                       

really warmed my 

heart.  Simple things 

like holding the doors 

open for each other, 

picking up a bag or 

coat in the playground 

when the bell had 

rung for lessons and 

passing it to a friend.  

Simple gestures that 

show we care. 

 

Today I’ve had the 

pleasure of meeting 

some lovely young 

men and women from 

Bohunt, Oakbank and 

The Holt who came to 

our first Sixth Form 

Open Morning.  It was 

really great to meet 

them, find out what 

they want to study and 

their aspirations for the 

future.  I look forward 

to receiving their                       

applications by 

Wednesday,                             

1st December and 

As I write this we are 

midway through the 

Year 11 Pre-public                    

Exam timetable and I 

am so impressed by our 

young men.  They have 

arrived on time with 

the correct equipment, 

smartly dressed in their 

uniforms and ready for 

their exam.  They are a 

real credit to you their 

parents and to me as 

their Headteacher.  I 

wish them well during 

this period. 

 

Following this, starting 

Monday, 6th                          

December, the Year 

13s will be sitting their 

Pre-public Exams which 

I’m sure they are                       

preparing wisely for.  

Again I wish them well 

during this time. 

 

I would encourage all 

students sitting these 

Pre-public Exams to 

absolutely consider 

their importance in the 

current climate and 

strive to do the best 

they possibly can to 

secure the results they 

need for their futures. 

We are here to support 

you so if you need help 

with anything, just ask.   
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Linguistics/Journalistic/Language  

Club update 

In the Linguistics/Journalistic/

Language Club the boys are 

working very hard on their                     

chosen topics.  

 

Each week, they write about 

topics, places, and                           

characters they are                         

Interested in.  Here, Zibo has 

written this article about his 

home city, Bejing.  I hope 

you enjoy it as much as I 

have. 

  

Wait until you read what Matty 

is writing about in the next                     

edition! 

 

Happy reading and kindest                 

regards 

 

Mrs Ciccazzo 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The fantastic    

capital of  

China! By Zibo Guo 

7S 
 

There wouldn’t be another Bei-

jing in the world. Beijing is the 

capital city of China- the 

world’s largest country with 1.4 

billion people. Whoever visits 

Beijing, they always say that it is 

a very unique place. There are 

many tourist attractions in Bei-

jing. 

 

 Tiananmen  has the badge 

of the Republic of China on 

the main building between 

the two floors of the Tianan-

men. There are eight high 

flags -with stars on it that 

are golden- positioned vertically 

beside Tiananmen. The portrait 

of Mr Mao is in the middle. Mr 

Mao is the national hero who 

helped China in World War Two. 

There are Chinese letters beside 

the portrait of Mr Mao; these 

letters mean: “long live the Re-

public of China and long live 

the unity of the world". It looks 

small in the picture, however, it is 

unbelievably majestic when you 

look at it closely. 

                            

The Great Wall of China is one of 

the most popular tourist attrac-

tions in the world. It is 21 196km 

long! The most shocking fact is 

that it was built in 221 BC, which 

makes it approximately 2240 

years since it was built. It stretch-

es between mountain ranges. 

Also, there is a very interesting 

history of The Great Wall of Chi-

na. When China was in the Qin 

dynasty, Qin Shi Huang, the 

emperor of the Qin dynasty, 

commanded Meng Tian, the 

warrior of Qin dynasty, to build 

the Great wall to defend Chi-

na. It costs 

time and 

men to 

proceed 

and exe-

cute the 

plan. 

                    

The Temple 

of Heaven 

is a large 

place of worship for emperors 

to pray for good harvests and 

peaceful years. It is like a tower 

with many layers; nevertheless, 

it is not a tower but a building 

with many features that makes 

it a place of worship and it can 

only be used by the emperor. 

There are many decorations 

inside as well as religious ob-

jects. It is a traditional, dignified 

architecture that attracted 

and hooked tourists. It is a land-

mark of Beijing. This temple 

can surprise you when you 

are  in front of it. 

 

There are many other tourist 

attractions in Beijing. There-

fore, why don’t you hop on 

an aeroplane and travel to 

this amazing place? 

 

 

Extra-curricular  

activities...   
 

Copy and paste this link into 

your browser to see what you 

can be involved in… 

http://www.forest.wokingham.s

ch.uk/376/extra-curricular-

clubs-activities-2 
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Made in Winnersh... 

Yr8 Art Students created these beautiful 

‘tiles’ using nature and Islamic art to inspire 

them. 
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Forest 6 News 

World Challenge - Cillian Manning 
 

"The Forest World Challenge Team is a group of 16 year 11, 12, and 13s. We 

are heading to Nepal in July for 28 days. In order to raise the £4250 for the trip, we each have been fund-

raising individually and as a group for the past number of months. Our most recent group effort is our 

weekly Krispy Kreme doughnut sales every Friday, we began on the 19th November and sold out in just 10 

minutes! We'll have a bigger stock this week, selling for £1 per doughnut again. 

 

When we go to Nepal, our trip will begin with a few days to get to know the country, before beginning 

our 6 day trek up the Annapurna Massif teachings an altitude of 3,550m. After the trek is over, we begin 

our community initiative in a rural community to help their education; we will work with a team of experts 

to help renovate the school which could involve building floors, classroom facilities, etc. In this part of the 

trip we will be living in the community, allowing us to experience the everyday life of the people in Nepal. 

The last week of the expedition is spent soaking up culture or joining a women's social enterprise                         

organisation to learn more about Nepali handicrafts and language. 

 

We can't wait to get there! Only 7 months to go!" 

 

Mikey Absolon, Will Binnie, Dom Buxton, Alex Close, 

Mac Geddes, Jacob Gibbins, Hoel Lagarde, Haydn 

Lambourne-Skilton, Cillian Manning, Josh                   

McMenemy, Akash Mistry, Finn Parry, Sarchan Phull, 

Matt Rawles, Jay Sanghani, Maya Sanghani. 

Dates for your diary 

W/B 6th December 21—YR13 PPEs (Mock exams). 

(practical PPEs - start previous week— 29th                 

November. 

Contacts 

Admissions for sixth form (2021 or 

2022): 

sixthform@forest.academy 

Absence: ecoo-

ley@forest.academy 

Head of Sixth Form:  

ncollins@forest.academy 

Year 12 Tutors: 

sallen@forest.academy 

rhindle@forest.academy 

Year 13 Tutors: 

dturner@forest.academy 

slaine@forest.academy 

abobbo@forest.academy 

dcheetham@forest.academy 

Careers: 

sjackman@forest.academy 

Careers Focus 

1st December—Forest6 deadline for all remaining UCAS applications. 

Buzzword for UCAS is BestMe 
General careers advice. 
 

Start   https://careers.startprofile.com/page/home-page  

Pathway CTM  https://pathwayctm.com/  

Speakers for Schools   

https://www.speakersforschools.org/experience-2/vwex/  

Springpod  https://www.springpod.com/virtual-work-experience  

 

Tuesday 30th November: 

This may apply to you even if you have/are completing a UCAS                     

application. The link below is to an amazing day of workshops to gear 

you up to getting an apprenticeship. Everything you need to know will 

be covered in this day. Please sign up. Your family can also sign up if 

they wish to.  

https://www.ucas.com/events/ucasdiscovery-apprenticeships-fair-

404796 

https://careers.startprofile.com/page/home-page
https://pathwayctm.com/
https://www.speakersforschools.org/experience-2/vwex/
https://www.springpod.com/virtual-work-experience
https://www.ucas.com/events/ucasdiscovery-apprenticeships-fair-404796
https://www.ucas.com/events/ucasdiscovery-apprenticeships-fair-404796
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Here’s a little bit about me... 

 

Who I am in school: I am the 

Subject Leader for Design and 

Technology, Food, IT and                 

Computer Science.  I am also a 

staff Governor for the school 

and Sixth Form Tutor. 

  

What I love about The Forest: I 

get to teach my two subjects I 

am very passionate about (DT 

and IT). Both of which have a 

practical element.  I love to see 

the student creativity, and the 

process of seeing that idea 

come to fruition.  
 

Out of school: I recently got 

Marcus Rashford Book Club prize draw 

Staff spotlight on… Sonja Allen 

married (Summer 2021)                  

after having my                                

original wedding date                   

postponed due to covid 

restrictions. Where I can, I 

like to travel both 

aboard and across the 

country. Typically in half 

terms you will find me in 

Cornwall either catching a 

wave or taking a stroll 

along the beach with a   

traditional Cornish pasty. 
 

My guilty pleasure:                           

Anything chocolatey, but 

mini eggs are a firm                         

favourite. 

enough to win copies of Rashford's brilliant book 

'You are a Champion,' which our pupils found to be 

riveting and inspirational.  Marcus has also kindly 

sent us a signed                       

England shirt which 

we are proud to                     

display; we will reflect 

on his incredible ser-

vices  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

to young people in the UK,                       

Football and Literacy whenever 

we see it. 

The Marcus Rashford Book Club aims to                          

encourage and nurture a love of reading in 

children; our students have been learning 

about the vital importance of reading for  

pleasure and about Rashford's passion for           

Literature.  

 

We also entered a prize draw and were lucky 

In the picture with Ms Urwin, 2nd 

in English and Literacy Lead are: 

Cayden Fullbrook, Adama Wone, 

Dawud Shabbir, Osborne 

Kingsnorth-Page, Oliver Clowser, 

Aleks Igov, Toby Holmes, Oscar 

Richards, Divine Abbey,                    

Lefhika Ditshwene, Timi Dyer. 
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Volunteers needed for Year 10 Mock  

Interview Day  - Wednesday, 9th 

March 2022  

9:00—15:00. 

We are organising a Mock Interview Day for Year 10.  

This will involve a number of employers, who have  

volunteered their 

time, interviewing 

Year 10 for jobs 

and then giving 

their feedback. 

This event will take 

place in the 6th 

Form.  

 

We also looking for 

volunteers from both our parent and local community 

who would like to be involved on this day and                         

business leaders who are willing to speak to students 

during tutor or assembly time about their life journeys 

and what skills are needed to succeed in life. 

 

If you would like to be  involved please contact  

Mr Jackman—sjackman@forest.academy or Ms 

Whitethread-swhitethread@forest.academy 

Today in  

History—26th 

November 

 

In his first presidential 

proclamation, George 

Washington                              designated 

26th November 1789 as a Day of                     

National Thanksgiving. Nowadays it is                          

celebrated on the fourth Thursday in                     

November. 

 

Thanksgiving Day is an annual national                     

holiday in the United States and Canada 

celebrating the harvest and other blessings 

of the past year.  Americans believe it was 

taken from the 1621 harvest feats shared by 

the English colonists (Pilgrims) of Plymouth 

and the Wampanoag people. 

 

Today, Thanksgiving Day is a day for people 

in the US to give thanks for what they have.  

Families and friends get together for a meal, 

which traditionally includes a roast turkey, 

and pumpkin pie. 
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1. Ensure your son packs his 

bag the night before and all 

‘essentials’ are ready by the front 

door for the morning—no last            

minute panics! 

2. Stick a post-it reminder to 

your front door to collect 

lunch/food tech ingredients from 

the fridge! 

3. Messages: wherever possible please try and make your                          

arrangements for drop off/collection/fixtures and clubs with your 

son in advance of the school day. Set reminders on your son’s 

phone and ask him to check as he leaves school in the afternoon. 

4. Ring/email the absence line (select 1) when your son is unwell or 

absent for medical/dental appointments.  Please leave a 

voicemail as it is checked regularly or email                                                         

pupilabsence@forest.academy Please try and make any medical 

appointments outside the school day although we do appreciate 

this may not always be possible. 

5. If you miss a call from us, please check your voicemail before 

phoning back.  This will help you understand the reason for the call 

and if you need to return it.  If a voicemail isn’t left, the member of 

staff will call again. 

Obviously, it goes without saying, any urgent issues 

will be dealt with. 

Thank you very much. for your cooperation. 

 

Volunteer exam invigilators 

Please would you be able to help us?  We are looking for volunteer                    

invigilators to cover the summer exam period.  Here’s a little of what the 

role will cover: 

 To conduct examinations in accordance with JCQ and awarding body regulations during the May         

and June examination period 

 Provide vigilant supervision of candidates while they are sitting examinations 

 Report to the Exams Officer  

 To keep examination materials secure in line with regulations 

 To complete exam room administration 

 To assist candidates  

 Full training given 

For more information, or to register interest please contact cfarr@forest.academy 

Fascinating fact of 

the week... 

The oldest-known living 

land animal is a tortoise 

named Jonathan, who is 

190 years old.  He was 

born in 1832 in the                        

Seychelles and has lived 

on the island of St Helena 

in the Atlantic Ocean 

since 1882.   

 

He lives in the grounds of 

a Georgian mansion with 

3 other giant tortoises: 

David, Emma and Fred 

and his favourite food is 

lettuce hearts, cucumber 

and apple 

 

In his lifetime, Jonathan 

has lived through two 

world wards, the Russian 

Revolu-

tion, seven 

monarchs 

on the  

British 

throne 

and 29 US 

presidents. 
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Term Dates 2022-23  
Book your holidays now during school closure times only, please. 

Autumn 2022 

 

Term 1 

Term starts on:  Monday, 5th September 2022 

Term ends on:  Friday 21st October 2022 

*Inset Day:  Friday, 2nd September 2022 

Half Term:  Monday 24th October – Friday 28th October 2022 

 

Term 2 

Term starts on:  Monday 31st October 2022 

Term ends on:  Friday, 16th December 2022 

*Inset Days:  Monday, 19th & Tuesday, 20th December 2022 

Christmas Holiday: Wednesday 21st December 2022 – Tuesday 3rd January 2023 

 

Spring 2023 

 

Term 3 

Term starts on:  Wednesday 4th January 2023 

Term ends on:  Friday 10th February 2023 

Half Term:  Monday 13th February – Friday 17th February 2023 

 

Term 4 

Term starts on:  Monday 20th February 2023 

Term ends on:  Friday 31st March 2023 

Easter Holiday:  Monday 3rd April – Friday 14th April 2023 

 

Summer 2023 

 

Term 5 

Term starts on:  Monday 17th April 2023 

Term ends on:   Friday 26th May 2023 

Bank Holiday:  Monday 1st May 2023 – school closed to students and staff 

Half Term:  Monday 29th May (BH) – Friday 2nd June 2023 

 

Term 6 

Term starts on:  Monday 5th June 2023 

Term ends on   Friday 21st July 2023 

 

Please note: There are 2 more Inset Days to be set for this academic year 

These term dates can also be found on the http://www.forest.wokingham.sch.uk/359/term-dates 


