
sey has been telling 

me about how                     

successful his chess 

club is doing, the boys 

have never been so 

quiet! 

 

As we return after half 

term and in the run up 

to Christmas we see 

our Yr11s and Yr13s 

facing their first pre-

public exams                 

preparing them to sit 

their main exams in 

Summer 2022 and we 

hope they are finding 

the intervention                   

programmes that 

have been put in 

place to support them 

in this process useful.  It 

is important they stay 

focused over half term 

with an active body 

and brain. 

 

I wish all of you a                 

happy and peaceful 

half term break and as 

always thank you for 

your continued                    

support. 

 

Shirley Austin 

Headteacher 

 

 

 

“Learning is a 

treasure that will 

follow its owner 

everywhere.”   
 

 

 

Thank you for your                

commitment and support 

in our marketing initiative, 

and to your boys for              

welcoming these visitors 

around school, looking 

smart and ready to learn.  

Thank you to my staff for 

being the best. 

 

Its also hard to believe 

that our Year 7s have 

now completed 7 weeks 

with us.  I hope they are 

feeling more at home 

here now in our Forest 

Family (unbeaten in the 

rugby) and take time to 

rest and relax over the 

holiday. 

 

As you will have no doubt 

read in my recent letter, 

Alison Lovland has been 

voted to Chair of Gover-

nors by our governing 

body after our Chair of 5 

years, Anna McMenamin, 

recently resigned.  Get to 

know Alison a little more 

on page 7.  You can al-

ways contact the                     

governing body via gov-

ernors@forest.academy. 

 

I hope that you and your 

son(s) will have taken the 

chance to look through 

all the extra-curricular 

opportunities that are 

going on throughout the 

school and taken                   

advantage of some of 

them.  These can only 

increase learning and 

confidence and a                   

challenge too.  Mr Mas-

It is hard to believe that 

we are now at half 

term, and what a term 

it has been.  We have 

welcomed nearly 500 

visitors through our 

door during our Open 

Mornings that equates 

to 230 boys, pretty             

impressive.  Due to our 

measures, we have 

achieved all this whilst 

remaining one of the 

few schools in the                 

borough with a low 

Covid rate; thank you 

everyone, for keeping 

yourselves and each 

other safe, for                   

continuing to test when 

we have asked.  In light 

of recent guidance we 

are asking staff and 

students to wear masks 

in corridors and indoor 

communal areas when 

we return after half 

term.  It will be students 

personal choice to 

wear them in lessons. 

 

We also welcomed 

over 150 families to our 

recent Sixth Form Open 

Evening many of our 

current students.  

Choosing the right 

school and sixth form 

for your child/teenager 

is a crucial decision.  As 

always, be assured we 

will offer the high 

standard in all aspects 

to instil confident and 

independent young 

men by Year 11 and 

young adults by Year 

13. 

 IMPORTANT DATES 

 22/10/21 INSET Day 

(school closed to all    

students) 

 25-29/10/21 Half Term 

 01/11/21 Start of Autumn 

Half Term 2.  All students 

and staff in school. (Week 

B) 

 01/11/21 GCSE English 

Language Paper 1 resit  

 02/11/21 GCSE Maths 

Paper 1 resit 

 03/11/21 GCSE English 

Language Paper 2 resit 

 04/11/21 GCSE Maths 

Paper 2 resit & 15:45—

18:45 Yr8 Virtual Parents 
Evening 

 08/11/21 GCSE Maths 

Paper 3 resit 

 22/11/21—03/12/21 Yr 11 

Pre-public Exams 

 26/11/21 GCSE Business 

resit 

 26/11/21 Sixth Form Open 

Morning 9:30—11:00 

 02/12/21—15:45—18:45 

Yr7 Virtual Parents Even-

ing  

 08/12/21—Yr8 House Rug-

by 

 09/12/21—Yr9&10 House 

Rugby & 17:00—19:00 
Yr13 Virtual Exam Prep 

Evening 

 10/12/21—18:30—21:30 

Sportsman’s Dinner 

 17/12/21—Autumn Term 

Ends 

 04/01/22—Spring Term 

Starts.  All students and 

staff in school   

 

Please see the back page 

for 2022-2023 term dates 

and the school website 

http://www.forest.wokingha

m.sch.uk/359/term-dates 

 
 

 

Headteacher's Update 

Forest School partners and suppliers: 

Week A 
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Years 7, 8 & 9 get running... 

Students in Years 7, 8 & 9 came 

together with other schools at 

Highdown this month for the first 

Cross Country run of the                   

season.  

Our Year 7 runners ran in the 

twenties and did well to do so 

as their stride length was per-

haps half of most running from 

other schools in a field of 50.  

They demonstrated great 

sportsmanship. 

Years 8 & 9 ran together with 

great heart.  Matthew Rudd 

(Yr8) crossing the line with the 

quickest run and placed twenty 

fifth in a combined field of                 

approximately 60 runners.   

Maddox Gillas (Yr9) continued 

his Ovett vs Coe duel with                  

another strong runner where 

the 

pair 

have 

pushed each other all the way.  

A slightly stronger sprint finish just 

pipped Maddox into second 

spot.  Such a gentleman, he 

thanked the organiser as he 

crossed the line and went 

straight up to the victor and 

said well done.  Ethan                      

Lobato (Yr9) pushed hard all the 

way and came in at a highly 

respectable ninth place.  The 

rest of our boys finished in the 

middle of the group again                

giving it their all.  

All the boys were a credit to our 

school and literally ran their 

hearts out - a proud Forest               

moment. 
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Year 7s celebrated World Food 

Day, held every year on 16th 

October, by making and                  

baking delicious fruity muffins– 

we’re sure they taste just as 

good as they look! 

 

 

 

World 

Food 

Day is 

held 

every 

year 

and 

more 

than 

150 

coun-

tries 

unite 

to raise awareness of the issues 

surrounding poverty and                  

hunger. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The theme for 2021 is 'Safe food 

today for a 

healthy to-

morrow' 

which stresses 

that produc-

tion and con-

sumption of 

safe food 

have 

“immediate 

and long-term 

benefits for 

people, the 

planet, and the 

economy.” 

 

At The Forest school 

we are lucky to have 

an amazing new 

food room where we 

teach Key 

Stage Three and Key Stage Four 

pupils the important principles 

of food preparation & cooking, 

such as  food science and nutri-

tion, food hygiene and safety, 

food provenance, budgeting 

and how to reduce food waste, 

all of which underpin the princi-

ples pro-

moted 

by World 

Food 

Day. 

Year 7s get baking for World 

Food Day 
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Online safety at home 

Technology is hugely valuable for education, as well as a way to keep in 

touch with friends and family.  However, it’s important we all consider how 

we can help keep young people safe online.  We have linked up with 

Thinkuknow https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/ which offers some really useful 

information about what your child may enjoy online and what you can do 

to help keep them safer... 

Online gaming 

 

Online games are social                     

activities, and most have                

features that allow young      

people to chat with others whilst 

they play. 

For information about the posi-

tives of gaming, the risks of ‘in-

gaming chat’ and measures you 

can take to help protect your 

child, watch this short video: In-

game chat: a guide for parents 

and carers 

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/p

arents/articles/in-game-chat/ 

 

Sharing images and videos 

 

Young people often share imag-

es or ‘selfies’ and there is poten-

tial for those to be nude or near-

ly nude images.  Young people 

share ‘nudes’ for a number of 

different reasons, and some situ-

ations are more risky than others.  

For information about the con-

texts in which images are shared 

and how best to respond, take a 

look at this short video: nude 

selfies: a parent’s guide 

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/p

arents/articles/Nude-selfies-a-

parents-guide/ 

More information? 

 

Thinkuknow is the education pro-

gramme from the National 

Crime Agency’s Child Exploita-

tion and Online Protection Com-

mand CEOP (NCA-CEOP). 

Their aim is to protect children 

and young people from sexual 

abuse online. 

For more information, advice 

and guidance, visit Thinkuknow’s 

parent’s website and download 

their home activity worksheets 

for fun, online safety activities to 

do with your family. 

Steps you can take to help keep your child safer online 

Have an ongoing conversation: Continue to talk about the apps, games and sites your child 

likes to use, and what they like and don’t like about it and any concerns about being online.  Discuss 

with them when to unfollow, block or report.  For help starting this conversation, read having a con-

versation with your child. https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/articles/having-a-conversation-with-

your-child/ 

 

Make sure they know where to go for support: Remind your child they can always speak to 

you or an adult they trust if anything happens online that makes them feel worried or upset.  Remind 

them that they won’t be in trouble and that you are there to help.  For a breakdown of report ser-

vices, you can visit: Supporting your child with reporting unwanted content online. 

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/articles/what-to-

do-if-your-child-has-seen-something-inappropriate-online/ 

 

Make sure they know about NCA CEOP: Young 

people can report a concern about grooming or sexual 

abuse to the NCA CEOP at 

https://www.ceop.police.uk/safety-centre/ and get sup-

port from a specialist Child Protection Advisor. 



For the latest school news 

follow us on: 

www.forest.academy 

Facebook—The Forest 

School or on Twitter via:  

@ForestWinnersh 

@ForestSchoolHead 

@Forest_Sixth 

@CareersForest 

@PeForest 

Instagram: 

forestschoolsport 
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Journalistic/Language/Linguistic Club  

In the Journal-

istic/Linguistic/                      

Language Club, the 

students explore the 

most amazing human 

faculty of language. 

This term, the boys are 

encouraged to write 

reviews of their                           

favourite books, to      

critique a book, to 

write about their home 

countries/cities, their 

favourite artists, etc.   

 

Please read a bit more 

about Matty's           

favourite violinist                 

below. 

 

Mrs Ciccazzo  

 
Itzhak Perlman  

The Best Violin 

Player in the World 
by Matty O’Connor 

Yr8L 

 

Itzhak Perlman is now 

considered to be one 

of the best violin play-

ers in the world, but it 

took a lot of work to 

get from where he 

started to where is to-

day. 

Born on August 31st 

1945, Itzhak Perlman 

was born in Israel and 

this is where he started 

his musical career. Un-

fortunately, when Perl-

man was four years old 

he contracted polio 

and these days he can 

only walk with the aid 

of crutches and brac-

es. After studying at 

the Academy of Music 

in Tel Aviv, Perlman  

moved to New York to 

continue his musical 

journey. 

 

In New York, Perlman 

made an appearance 

on the Ed Sullivan Show 

in 1958, and then 

again in 1964, which 

greatly helped his ca-

reer. In 1963, Perlman 

went to Carnegie Hall 

and won the Leventritt 

Competition in 1964.  

 
 

Ed Sullivan congratu-

lating thirteen year old 

Itzhak Perlman. 

 

On July 5th 1986, Perl-

man performed in 

Central Park for the 

100th Anniversary of the 

Statue of Liberty, 

which was televised 

live on ABC. This defi-

nitely helped Perl-

man’s career, as being 

on live television was 

an important step in 

his career.  

 

In 1987, Perlman joined 

The Israel Philharmonic 

Orchestra (IPO) and 

they toured cities such 

as Warsaw and Buda-

pest. In 1990, Perlman, 

along with the IPO, 

toured for the first time 

in Russia, in cities such 

as Moscow and Lenin-

grad. Also, again in 

1994 in India and Chi-

na. 

 

Having risen to musical 

fame,  Perlman has  

played in some of the 

most important world 

events. So, on May 7th 

2007, Perlman played 

at the state dinner at the 

White House, which Queen 

Elizabeth II attended and in 

2009, at Barack Obama’s 

Inauguration Ceremony.  

 

  

Perlman playing at the 

White House, 2007. 

 

From just a boy with polio, 

who played the violin, Perl-

man has risen to become 

one of the most prolific vio-

lin players of his time. 

 

I think that Itzhak Perlman is 

an example to all of us, 

showing us how we can all 

achieve our goals, if we just 

put our mind to it. 

 

 

Poppy Appeal 2021 

Poppies will be on sale 

in school after half 

term. 6th formers will 

be visiting form rooms 

during registration. If 

your son or  daughter 

would like to buy a  

poppy please be kind 

enough to send them 

in with a few 

pennies. All 

donations will 

be given to 

The Royal    

British Legion. 

Thank you for 

your support. 
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Forest 6 News 

Mrs Collins and Mrs Ward 

We are still absolutely buzzing from 

the very successful sixth form open 

evening last Thursday. It was lovely 

to see so many familiar faces from 

our current year eleven as well as 

welcoming so many new young 

ladies and gentlemen from our 

local area. 

The event was such a success that 

we will be running an open             

morning for some of our local 

schools that missed the event on 

Friday, 26th November from 9-11. 

Careers Focus 

1st December—Forest6 deadline for all remaining UCAS                      

applications. Buzzword for UCAS is BestMe 

Year thirteen looking for work or apprenticeships beyond Forest 

6, please sign up for CTMPathway (see emails for further info). 

 

Dates for your diary: 

Friday, 26th November 2021— 

Sixth Form Open Morning 9:30—11:00 

W/B 6th December 21—YR13 PPEs 

(Mock exams). (practical PPEs - start                         

previous week—29th November) 

A note from our Senior team 

 

We are currently in throes of organising 

our YR13 Prom! It is so exciting to be 

able to even think about social events. 

So we are elated that this can                  

happen. 

This month for our charity we have 

been collecting for the food bank. This 

is a charity very close to our hearts  

because we recognise the                                

importance of eating well in order to 

be able to study at school and at 

work!. Can we beat the last haul 

(pictured to the left)? 

 

 

Mrs Ward and Mrs Collins have visited other 

schools to talk about our sixth form. 

We were delighted to welcome some of 

those families to our open evening last 

week. 

 

Focus of the fortnight—”Settling in and 

preparing to study” 

This has been quite an eventful half 

term—welcoming the new year 

twelves in and getting them settled 

into their subjects; and returning year 

thirteen preparation for next steps and 

PPEs (pre-public examinations) that 

are starting in December. 

Our RAMs training is in 

full swing again! 

The sixth form squad are 

so pleased to see the 

successes of the                   

younger year groups as 

well as they are really 

keen to continue a                

legacy of excellent  

Rugby at The Forest. 

Contacts: 

Admissions for sixth form (2021 or 

2022): sixthform@forest.academy 

Absence: ecooley@forest.academy 

UCAS/Careers: 

fward@forest.academy 

Head of 6F: ncollins@forest.academy 
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I am currently a Senior Training 

Consultant for Zellis, an HR & 

Payroll 

provider.  I 

have been 

at Zellis for 

26 years 

where I 

train our 

customers 

on HR & 

Payroll 

platforms. 

 

I have 

been a 

governor 

of The                

Forest School for the last 6 years 

and was recently elected to 

Chair of Governors. 

 

What I love about the Forest: -

 seeing how the school has             

developed since I started and 

working with the headteacher 

and senior leadership team to 

get the school to Ofsted 

"Good"  One of the highlights 

was the Channel 4                              

Forest Rewards update 

Staff spotlight on….Alison Lovland 

documentary about the school, 

look (now) how different the 

school looks.  

 

Out of school: 

I love cooking 

and my family 

and friends enjoy 

eating the array 

of culinary dishes 

I create from  

Indian, Chinese, 

Korean,                

Caribbean and 

British.  I do like to 

mix things 

up!  My family 

and friends                  

regularly ask me to make my 

home made sausage rolls and 

every Christmas they insist on 

me making my Christmas ham 

and stuffing pie.   I now cook 

lots of Korean and Japanese 

food such as ramens,                     

handmade sushi and 

bibimbaps .  My family are                 

trying to talk me into writing a 

cook book!  I am tech savvy 

and I am always the one in my 

household that get called                 

upon to fix computers, tablets 

and mobile phone and do the 

DIY!  I am known to love a 

cleaning product.  

 

TV: 

I enjoy watching Korean films 

and tv crime dramas.  I think of 

myself as a great detective 

and most times solve the                  

mystery.  I’m currently watching 

the Squid Game on Netflix 

 

Sports: 

I like most sports but I’m a big 

fan of Rugby Union, Rugby 7s 

and football—Reading FC and 

Brentford FC matches. 

 

Favourite colour: 

At the moment, Royal Blue. 

 

My guilty pleasure is: 

Chinese food; extra, extra 

spicy!! 

 

 

 

Year 7 

Current Reward 

Points Leader:  

 

New 

3240 

Year 8 

Current Reward 

Points Leader:   

 

Langdale 

2785 

Year 9 

Current Reward 

Points Leader: 

 

Windsor 

2455 

 

Year 10 

Current Reward 

Points Leader:  

 

Bramshill 

1265 

 

Year 11 

Current Reward 

Points Leader:  

 

Ashdown 

1265 
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Extra-curricular  

activities go live on 

the website!   
 

Copy and paste this link 

into your browser to see 

what you can be involved 

in… 

 

http://www.forest.wokingh

am.sch.uk/376/extra-

curricular-clubs-activities-2 

Y10 2D Design Competition 
Congratulations 

to competition 

winners Leroy 

Hames and 

Jake Myers. 

Leroy's work is 

the man in the 

middle of the 

page with the 

comb in his hair 

and Jake's work 

is the man at 

the top left with 

his hand to his 

head.   

 

 

Edulink info... 
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1. Ensure your son packs his 

bag the night before and all 

‘essentials’ are ready by the front 

door for the morning—no last            

minute panics! 

2. Stick a post-it reminder to 

your front door to collect 

lunch/food tech ingredients from the fridge! 

3. Messages: wherever possible please try and make your arrange-

ments for drop off/collection/fixtures and clubs with your son in ad-

vance of the school day. Set reminders on your son’s phone and 

ask him to check as he leaves school in the afternoon. 

4. Ring/email the absence line (select 1) when your son is unwell or 

absent for medical/dental appointments.  Please leave a 

voicemail as it is checked regularly or email pu-

pilabsence@forest.academy Please try and make any medical 

appointments outside the school day although we do appreciate 

this may not always be possible. 

5. If you miss a call from us, please check your voicemail before 

phoning back.  This will help you understand the reason for the call 

and if you need to return it.  If a voicemail isn’t left, the member of 

staff will call again. 

Obviously, it goes without saying, any ur-

gent issues will be dealt with.  

Thank you very much for your                                

cooperation. 

 

School Band                         

Rehearsals  
The school band are              

rehearsing on a             

Wednesday at 8:15am.  If 

your son takes lessons on 

an instrument, in school 

or outside of school, 

please contact Mrs Hicks 

on hicks@forest.academy 

to sign him up to                        

rehearsals. 

InvestIN -Free Careers Evenings for Parents  

InvestIN's parent 

event series is                    

designed to give 

parents the essential 

tools they'll need to 

support their child on 

their career journey. 

Events are run by 

leading experts and 

are free to attend. 

Please visit 

https://investin.org/p

ages/parent-events 

to register your                    

interest. 

 

"Berkshire Maestros are 

auditioning for their two 

senior choirs.  If you are a 

budding young singer, 

follow this link for more 

infor-

mation:  https://berkshire

maestros.org.uk/insights-

events/events/county-

choir-auditions/ "  

https://berkshiremaestros.org.uk/insights-events/events/county-choir-auditions/
https://berkshiremaestros.org.uk/insights-events/events/county-choir-auditions/
https://berkshiremaestros.org.uk/insights-events/events/county-choir-auditions/
https://berkshiremaestros.org.uk/insights-events/events/county-choir-auditions/
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Term Dates 2022-23  
Book your holidays now during school closure times only, please. 

Autumn 2022 

 

Term 1 

Term starts on:  Monday, 5th September 2022 

Term ends on:  Friday 21st October 2022 

*Inset Day:  Friday, 2nd September 2022 

Half Term:  Monday 24th October – Friday 28th October 2022 

 

Term 2 

Term starts on:  Monday 31st October 2022 

Term ends on:  Friday, 16th December 2022 

*Inset Days:  Monday, 19th & Tuesday, 20th December 2022 

Christmas Holiday: Wednesday 21st December 2022 – Tuesday 3rd January 2023 

 

Spring 2023 

 

Term 3 

Term starts on:  Wednesday 4th January 2023 

Term ends on:  Friday 10th February 2023 

Half Term:  Monday 13th February – Friday 17th February 2023 

 

Term 4 

Term starts on:  Monday 20th February 2023 

Term ends on:  Friday 31st March 2023 

Easter Holiday:  Monday 3rd April – Friday 14th April 2023 

 

Summer 2023 

 

Term 5 

Term starts on:  Monday 17th April 2023 

Term ends on:   Friday 26th May 2023 

Bank Holiday:  Monday 1st May 2023 – school closed to students and staff 

Half Term:  Monday 29th May (BH) – Friday 2nd June 2023 

 

Term 6 

Term starts on:  Monday 5th June 2023 

Term ends on   Friday 21st July 2023 

 

Please note: There are 2 more Inset Days to be set for this academic year 

These term dates can also be found on the http://www.forest.wokingham.sch.uk/359/term-dates 


