
Forest welcome: Ms    

Amrit Lloyd– Deputy 

Headteacher, Ms Katie 

Aggio– Assistant 

Headteacher, Mr Conor 

O’Neil– Head of           

Humanities, Ms Louise 

Clark– Geography 

Teacher, Miss Georgia 

Clarke– DT Teacher, Mrs 

Marie Levesque– MFL 

Teacher, Ms Hannah 

Lloyd-Thomas–             

Psychology Teacher & 

Deputy Head of-6F,   Mrs 

Anne Westland– English 

Teacher, Mrs Tasha 

Halstead–SENCO, Ms 

Daniele Lawrence– LSA,          

Ms Rebecca Morland– 

LSA and Mr Luke Morland 

who joins our Site Team. 

 

Lastly, I want to thank 

you, our parents, carers 

and friends of the school 

for your support and    

encouragement over the 

past year– you are  

amazing. 

 

I wish you all a restful 

summer holiday and look 

forward to seeing you all 

at the start of the new 

school year on Tuesday, 

6th September 2022. 

 

Shirley Austin 

Headteacher 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 05/09/22 Autumn Term 

Starts.  School open to 

Years 7 & 12 only. 

 06/09/22  School open at  

8:45am for all year 

groups—Week A. 

  14/09/22 School             

Photographs Years 7, 8, 19, 

12 & 13 

 15/09/22 Year 6 Open 

Evening 17:00 

 15/09/22 Early closure, stu-

dents dismissed at 13:00 

 16/09/22 Late start.       

Students arrive for           

registration at 10:50 

 19&20/09/22 Year 9       

Geography Trip to        

Hengistbury Head 

 22/09/22 Meet your Tutor 

Evening 15:45—17:45 

 20/09/22 Duke of Edin-

burgh Award information 

and introduction evening 

18:00-19:00 

 

 

 

 

 IMPORTANT DATES 

 

Headteacher's Update 

Forest School partners and suppliers: 

Week A 

 

For the latest school news follow us on: 

www.forest.academy 

Facebook—The Forest School 

Twitter via:  @ForestWinnersh @ForestSchoolHead @Forest_Sixth @CareersForest @PeForest 

all be proud of the      

success they have 

achieved; taking         

everything in their stride.   

I wish them all the luck 

and success at university, 

college, apprenticeship 

or the workplace, 

whichever path they 

take… 

 

I would also like to send 

very best wishes to the 

following members of 

staff leaving us: Ms 

Corinne Gill, Mr Adam 

Lawson and Mrs 

Frances Ward as they 

move to new positions 

of promotion within  

education.  To Miss 

Becky Smith who moves 

into the private sector, 

Mrs Clare Davis who 

after many years of 

commitment to The  

Forest moves to a role 

in 16-19 education and 

Miss Claire Urwin who 

continues her teaching 

career elsewhere. 

 

I would like to welcome 

the following staff who 

join us in September, 

I’m sure when you 

meet them you will   

extend that warm     

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have reached the end 

of another  academic 

year; another year like no 

other!  It has been a      

challenging but successful 

year.  We have               

accomplished so much 

and moved the school  

forward in so many ways. 

Our students have  settled 

back into the routines of 

the school and have made 

progress in all areas of 

learning.  This has been 

possible due to the        

dedication of the staff who 

work hard to offer the best 

education  possible for our 

Forest students.  I am very 

thankful for our  wonderful 

team of staff and          

governors they are a   

pleasure to work with and 

our pleasant,  intelligent 

and caring students who 

make our job easy and so         

enjoyable. 

As we say goodbye to  

students in Years 11 and 13 

I would like to wish them 

and their families all the 

best for the future and 

thank them for the         

valuable contributions they 

have made to our school  

during the years with us.     

It has been a different few 

years for them in school 

with the pandemic, but           

nevertheless, they should  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Page 2 Aspire * Safe  * Prepared  * Independent  * Respectful  * Excellent  

Year 7 Shakespeare Festival—Rehearsals 
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Y7 Shakespeare Festival—Set up 
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And action!  
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On a hot summers night... 
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Years 8 & 9 STEM Event 

On Thursday the 7th 

of July The Forest 

School hosted an all 

day STEM event for 

all of Years 8 and 9. 

Classes came in for 

online seminars run 

by professionals on a 

great variety of STEM 

topics.  

Students learned: how 

Satellites are kept 

warm in space, How 

forensic scientists and     

chemists use            

chromatography         

techniques to identify 

chemicals, About the               

engineering of      

medical equipment 

and even took part in   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

a competition to help make the school more environmentally 

friendly.  

 

Students got to flex their inventive skills and broadened their   

visions on what is possible with Science and technology learning 

more about where STEM can take them in the future.  

A special congratulations to Talin Patel and Matty O'Connor (9L) 

for winning the environment competition with their "8 whole   

ideas to make the school more environmentally friendly!"" 
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Year 7 Spelling Bee & Literacy Prizes 

The Forest's annual 

Spelling Bee involves three tricky 

rounds which challenge the 

boys to tackle spellings such as: 

abysmal, pessimistic, vivacious 

and inconsequential!  

 

Excitement and tension filled the 

classroom as, letter by letter, our 

talented students valiantly     

battled increasingly complex 

words. Earlier in the year, all   

students in KS3 and 4 worked 

through The Building Better     

Vocabulary scheme in Literacy 

sessions with their brilliant form 

tutors; this unit was designed to 

help close 

the ‘word 

gap’ and 

enrich     

students’ 

language 

with         

vocabulary 

activities 

exploring 

“high-

leverage” 

words. The 

Spelling Bee 

revisited 

some of the 

vocabulary 

we explored in Tutor Time.  

  

Each weekly vocabulary session: 

· Tackled a significant Tier 2 word 

to help students             

understand challenging        

concepts. 

Supported good     

practice in systematic 

and explicit teaching of 

vocabulary, with student 

activity sheets using the 

words across a range of         

contexts. Examined a 

word selected as it        

appears often in          

academic texts but     

relatively rarely in       

everyday speech. 

Special congratulations 

to our phenomenal Spelling Bee 

champions: 

 

1st place: Nathan Rimes 

2nd place: Simeon Parting 

3rd place: Zibo Guo 

 

And well done to all the other 

participants for their great      

performance: Josh Hollands; 

Sean Carey; Ryan Peters; Toby 

Holmes; Oliver Nozay; Daniel  

Savage; Joshua Wiseman; Moses 

Chitiza; Joshua Tull; Joshua Berry; 

Connor Simpson; Adam Malick 

 

 

Congratulations to Joshua 

Hollands (7N) who has won 

The Forest School Reading 

Championship.  To achieve 

this Joshua read 

and passed 

quizzes on 52 

books on the    

Accelerated 

Reader          

programme. The 

championship 

runs from      

September until 

the beginning of 

July and Joshua 

takes home this 

year's              

trophy.  Well 

done Joshua! 

Congratulations are also in 

order for: Karim Said, Toby 

Holmes, Nived Ruijth, Hasan 

Habeeb and Nathan Rimes 

who between them passed 

198 quizzes and collected 

runner up prizes and books. 

 

The Reading Championship 

returns in September! 

 

Library 
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News from Performing Arts 

 

The Performing Arts      

Faculty has now adopted 

its own uniform—all boys 

in GCSE Drama and Music 

have been presented 

with their very own logo’d 

top to wear within the 

subject, on trips and 

school events.   

 

Here are the Drama     

students proudly          

modelling their tops.     

Future students will be 

able to purchase tops via 

Scopay when needed. 
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And the winners are... 

Mrs Ciccazzo asked 7Brashill to design a costume for Caliban, a character from The Tempest and here 

are the top 3 designs.  Well done boys, amazing artwork! 

 

First Place 

Ziyad Shakeel 

Third Place 

Josh Berry 

Second Place 

Sai Soni 
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Silverstone (STEM) Trip 

Earlier this term the 

KS4 Design and 

Technology students 

travelled to            

Silverstone             

Interactive Museum 

to participate in a 

STEM (Science, 

Technology,         

Engineering and 

Maths) workshop 

from a professional 

within the F1 industry 

who spoke to the 

student about      

different components and functions of an F1 car, the modern 

material choice and their properties which make them       

suitable for the job and careers within the motor racing       

industry.  

 

After the workshop the boys were able to walk the Heritage 

Track Trail where they saw and learnt about the current circuit 

and even walked on part of the original Silverstone grand prix 

circuit. The guide shared memorable stories of racing events 

through history and explained the reasoning behind the major 

developments and changes on the track.  Whilst walking 

round, students watched in awe as an array of supercars, 

both petrol and modern hybrid/electric, flew round at speed. 

 

Finally, students finished the day exploring the Silverstone    

interactive museum which is filled with brilliant artefacts and 

interactive experiences that tell the tale of motorsport at    

Silverstone.  Displays featuring some of the most iconic      

memorabilia such as cars, bikes, helmets, racing suits and 

race day documentation containing signatures from those 

that have played a significant part in the 70 years history of 

Silverstone from BRM (British Racing Motors)  World Champion 

winning car from 1962 to Lewis Hamilton's 2017 Championship 

winning Formula One car. The interactive museum finished with students experiencing the Ultimate 

Lap of Silverstone in the 360-degree cinema experience.  
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UK JMC 2022 update... 

The Maths Department recently 

entered 68 boys from Years 7 

and 8 in the UK JMC 2022.   

 

The boys sit a 1 hour paper   

consisting of 25 multiple choice 

style questions. The problems on 

the UK JMC reflect a style that 

pervades all mathematics by 

challenging students to think 

clearly about simple, yet        

unfamiliar problems. The first   

fifteen questions scored 5 marks 

each and the 

last ten were 

worth 6 marks 

each, totalling 

135.  

 

An amazing 49     

certificates 

were attained 

this year. 

 

8 boys were 

awarded gold 

certificates, 

scoring 84+; 

(Yr 8) Joseph 

Bastiman-

Davies,      

Reuben 

Schofield, 

Koen Cheng 

and Syed 

Hussaini.  

(Yr 7) Zibo Guo 

(best in 

school), Adam 

Malick, Alexander Warner and 

Joshua Hollands. 

 

16 boys were awarded silver 

certificates, scoring 66+;  

(Yr 8) Matty O’Connor, Mikolaj 

Klotz, Harry Murdock, Talin Patel, 

James Kelly, Lewis McMenemy 

and Nived Rujith. 

(Yr 7) Reuben Malabon, Haris 

Nazir, Nathan Rimes, Alex Wyatt, 

Rayan Shah, Finn Cox, Thomas 

Pollard, Harry Jones and Ryan  

Peters. 

 

25 boys attained a bronze       

certificate, scoring 52+. 

 

Special mention needs to go to 

Adam Malick, Joseph               

Bastiman-Davies and Reuben 

Schofield qualified for the         

follow-on round, the European 

Kangaroo competition, scoring 

92+ 

 

And an extra special mention 

needs to go to Zibo Guo, scoring 

a superb score of 129.  “Do the 

Maths”!  This means he has the 

rare distinction of qualifying for 

the Olympiad, JMO, follow on 

round. 

 

 

All boys entered should feel 

proud of their achievement.  

 

Mr McNeill  

Maths 
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Y12 student wins prestigious award... 

We are thrilled to announce that 

one of our talented A level            

students, James Lomax, has had his 

story shortlisted in the Orwell Youth 

Prize 2022. This is a mammoth       

achievement and 

we all wish James 

the very best of 

luck in the final 

stage of the      

prestigious writing           

competition!  This 

year, young      

people across the 

country were  

challenged to 

write about how 

the climate crisis 

impacts on the 

planet; James has 

crafted an      

emotive and            

captivating short 

story exploring this 

urgent theme            

creatively.  

 

James has been 

invited to 

the Orwell Youth 

Prize Celebration 

Day at University 

College London. 

The event will include: writing    

workshops  facilitated by              

prize-winning  authors and journalists 

as well as the opportunity for James 

to share his work with an audience 

before the announcement of the 

winners and the presentation of  

prizes. Well done, James – we are 

very proud of you.  

 

The Conundrum of the Fossils by 

James Lomax 

 

January 14th, 1884 

It is with great ardour that I write 

these words. At long last, it seems 

that my plight has been answered. 

A Mr Jonathan Percival from the 

Dorset County Council has allowed 

me to have an audience with the 

board concerning the fossil problem 

I have been raising  awareness on. I 

hope my proposal will finally       

convince them to take action on 

this issue! In a few days, events may 

at last go in my favour… 

 

January 18th, 1884 

The day has been confusing to say 

the least, nevertheless, I have 

achieved my goal. 

Upon entering the elegant hall that 

the Council     

resides in, I was 

greeted by Mr 

Percival and the 

other                  

distinguished  

gentlemen, who 

had given me 

half an hour to  

detail my         

ambitions to 

them.  Naturally,   

I informed them 

of the situation of 

the fossils: how 

half a century of 

excavation has 

left the            

landscape      

covered by the      

remains of       

creatures from 

aeons past, how 

vulnerable these 

fossils are to 

weathering and 

the action of the 

waves, and how             

significant, nay essential, they are in 

revealing more of the rich history of 

life on our planet. An entire lost    

ecosystem could be gone forever if 

these processes continue at the 

same rate. As I spoke, I tried to 

weave passion into my words, aiming 

to rally these gentlemen like a military 

commander before a major battle. 

 

Mr Percival looked in the direction of 

his fellows, each gentleman giving a 

brief nod. 

“We thank you for your speech,” he 

told me. “Clearly this is a               

complicated situation, and we all see 

that action must be taken. Would 

you care to enlighten us as to what 

you have planned?” 

I prepared myself to deliver my     

proposal. “The most colossal threat to 

these fossils is the slow yet continuous 

rise of the ocean. In a mere few 

years’ time, they may be lost to the 

waves, and with them, knowledge of 

the world before mankind. Therefore, 

I propose a short wall, further down 

the beach, which will protect the 

fossils for another few decades,   

giving my colleagues enough time 

to extract them and take them to 

museums, where they shall be    

treated with the care they deserve.” 

Before consulting the other          

gentlemen, Mr Percival asked, “This 

extraction process is expected to 

last a few decades?” 

“Oh yes,” I answered him. “Great 

caution must be exercised to avoid 

damage to the fossils. Once one is 

broken, it can never be fixed.” 

“Of course. These fossils must not be 

damaged. So. What does the board 

say?” Some gentlemen whispered 

among themselves. Most simply  

nodded again. 

One man raised his voice and 

asked, “How will this wall change 

the appearance of the beach?” 

“The wall shall be made of rock,  

taken from elsewhere, in order to 

blend in with the coast,”                      

I responded. 

“Good,” the gentlemen said. “You 

must understand that tourism is a 

significant, nay essential, part of the 

local economy. I would hate to 

see it sacrificed for the sake of 

some - for the sake of these    

valuable remains.” 

As there were no further       

questions, Mr Percival addressed 

me again. “It appears we are 

unanimous. You may build your 

wall for the sake of these fossils. 

You must take care, though, to 

keep it in line with the natural 

theme of the coast.” 

“And now,” he continued as I 

left, “it has been confirmed that 

a member of the royal family will 

soon holiday in our esteemed 

county! We must ensure that 

they are given a-” 

His voice was drowned out by 

the frantic speech of the other 

board members, each eager to 

be heard above the others.         

I fear that such a lackadaisical 

triumph as mine is no triumph at 

all. Yet, approval was what I   

desired, and approval was what 

I received. In the morning I shall 

begin construction. 
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January 19th, 1884 

I enlisted the help of a few locals 

to help me begin mapping out 

where the wall would go.      

Astonishingly, none of them were 

aware of the danger the fossils 

were in, and all agreed that it was 

noble of me to do all I could to 

save them. They did regret to   

inform me that an innumerable 

amount of other tasks would    

prevent them from giving me any 

further aid, but they wished me all 

the best in my efforts. I am     

heartened by the faith people 

have in me. I do not mind      

working at this wall on my own. 

After all, doing what you love is 

never truly work. 

 

March 10th, 1884 

The sea wall approaches       

completion. My funds are      

growing thinner, but I have never 

had to pay any other workers, so 

my situation could have been far 

worse. While I have presented a 

donation box, it is only too        

understandable that much of the 

population simply cannot afford 

to fund me right now, which is 

why my own fortune is being used 

to supplement the humble grant 

given by the Council. 

 

Every morning I walk to my store 

of rock, and, carrying as much as 

I can in my trusty wheelbarrow, 

trudge down to the beach. There, 

I deposit the wheelbarrow’s    

contents and begin adding to my 

barrier. It brings me profound joy 

that it is already keeping back 

some of the weaker waves.  

 

Sometimes I spy a few people 

watching me work from afar. I am 

pleased that they are as           

Invested as I am and eager to see 

the wall being created in  order to 

save these magnificent fossils. Yet 

this endless toil is beginning to  

affect me; there are times when I 

trundle my wheelbarrow down 

the beach, and stop and catch 

sight of the fishermen out on 

their boats, or the shopkeepers 

opening for the day. Then I 

gaze at my wall, a meagre, 

shallow thing, and at the     

awesome and terrible waves 

crashing against it, spraying the 

precious fossils with droplets of 

surf, and for a split second the 

truth of what is actually        

happening sinks in. Then I notice 

somebody watching me and 

continue walking, anxious for 

them to see me working away, 

and secretly hoping that        

another set of footprints will   

follow mine down to the shore. 

 

Love writing? Ignite 

Writing a teen  

creative writing 

club hosted by  

Wokingham Library 

Over the summer Wokingham 

Library have organised some 

fun creative writing workshops 

that Ignite Writing will be     

leading on.  They are open for 

all 11-18 year olds.   

These workshops will include a 

fun mix of writing activities, 

group discussion and writing 

tips to help spark the groups 

imaginations.  Each workshop 

costs £5 each to attend (to be 

paid in cash on the day) and 

all attendees are encouraged 

to bring their own packed 

lunch. 

Please click the links below to 

register: 

Saturday, 23rd July 10:30am—

15:00 on coming of ages sto-

ries. Register here. 

Saturday, 30th July 10:30am—

15:00 on Dungeons and Drag-

ons role-play.  Register here. 

You can find out more about 

Ignite Writing on Wokingham 

Library’s website. 

https://wokingham.spydus.co.uk/cgi-bin/spydus.exe/ENQ/WPAC/EVSESENQ?SETLVL=&RNI=489273
https://wokingham.spydus.co.uk/cgi-bin/spydus.exe/ENQ/WPAC/EVSESENQ?SETLVL=&RNI=489274
https://directory.wokingham.gov.uk/kb5/wokingham/directory/service.page?id=Wi6ijfJao4E
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My experience with the Orwell Youth Prize 

What is the Orwell Youth Prize? 

It’s essentially a writing         

competition, where entrants 

can submit a piece of political 

writing, be it a short story, an  

essay, a poem, a play or even a 

video game. This year’s theme 

was the climate crisis, and so I 

submitted a short story entitled 

‘The Conundrum of the Fossils’ 

that tackled issues of climate 

apathy and the effect this may 

have on activists, in a Victorian 

setting. 

 

I thought my story was quite 

good, but I didn’t think it good 

enough to be shortlisted! To put 

that into perspective, of the 400 

entries submitted, mine was part 

of the lucky 40 chosen by the 

judges. On Saturday 9th July, we 

met up at University College 

London to await the                

announcements of the winners 

and runners-up. 

 

That wasn’t all we did while we 

were there. After getting to 

know each other, we had the 

opportunity to interview a few 

guests - Ria Chatterjee, writer 

and reporter for ITV News      

London, and Dee Jarrett-

Macauley, author of novels such 

as Moses, Citizen & Me. I asked 

them if  science could be used 

for effective political writing, 

and they brought up Never Let 

Me Go (one of the books studied 

in A-level English Lit) as an           

example, which I thought was 

very fitting. After the interview, 

we were split 

in half and 

taken to               

separate 

workshops. I 

took part in 

Ria’s         

workshop - 

we had to 

gather ideas 

about     

identity and 

if it unites or 

separates us. 

During this 

workshop, 

we had to study the person next 

to us and note down their      

identity just from looking at them, 

which was quite a tricky task but 

undoubtedly deliberately so. 

For the final segment of the day, 

our parents were allowed to 

come in and take a seat as we 

read out extracts from our work. 

Once that was 

done, it was time 

for the              

announcements. 

I’ll be                

remembering the 

feeling I got when 

I realised my 

name wasn’t in 

the list for 

‘shortlisted’ or 

‘highly           

commended’ for 

a long time… the 

build up to see how high a tier I 

could get. I ended up receiving 

a certificate for ‘senior             

runner-up’, something I’m hugely 

proud of as that landed me in 

the top seven seniors in the 

country. 

I also received an Orwell-themed 

tote bag containing                 

Orwell-themed books, an     

Orwell-themed bookmark and 

(unfortunately not                  

Orwell-themed) confectionery. 

Aside from this, I was given a 

certificate for my achievement 

and an invitation to the Orwell 

Youth Fellows Programme to 

work on writing projects and 

share ideas. 

Overall, it was an astonishing 

event that arose simply out of 

writing a short story. I would 

highly recommend anyone 

who thinks they can write 

something good to give it a try! 

 

James Lomax—Year 12 
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Forest 6 News  

UCAS 

Currently all year 12 students 

are starting to look forward to 

their         

futures.  We 

have 

launched 

our HE    

programme 

and during 

tutor time they are searching 

their way through the 50 000 

courses looking to select just 5.  

The choices don’t stop at the 

courses, they need to select 

universities (normally those 

within a 2 hour radius to       

enable washing of clothes to 

take place), types of course 

(full time, part time, those with 

a year abroad or in industry) 

and the types of                            

accommodation they prefer 

(at this point they start to                  

appreciate what parents                

provide for free).  Our tutor 

programme in July is                          

dedicated to completing their 

personal statements, a 47 line 

4000 character advert for 

themselves.  It is an exciting 

time for them and probably 

the only time I wish I was 18 

again. 

 

Apprenticeships 

Virgin Media Opportunities 

On the 5 May a group of year 

11/12/13         

students were 

the  recipients of 

a talk from a                

representative 

from Virgin           

Media.  They 

learnt about the 

range of         

apprenticeships 

now available, 

everything from                   

project management to fibre 

optic development and the                  

application process.  One of the 

most daunting elements of job 

applications is the assessment 

centre.  The 

group were 

talked 

through the 

types of   

activities 

that they 

could be 

asked to perform and the types 

of questions they may be asked.  

Virgin use a lot of situational 

judgement scenarios which the 

group were very adept at       

responding to and enjoyed     

testing themselves as the          

situations became more ex-

treme. 

One of the most surprising facts 

for the group was that a level 3 

apprenticeship (taken after 

GCSE) started at £19000 a year 

and increased after one year.  

Level 4 salaries gave a real              

alternative to university.  There is 

an attached flyer for anyone 

considering a Virgin Media                      

apprenticeship following results in 

August. 

Following the presentation we 

have received the following links 

to how to perform well at                    

interview and a link to current 

Virgin Media opportunities. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=

KGHF2NDoltE 

https://www.facebook.com/virginme
diafuturecareers/videos/107611112
9672093/?extid=CL-UNK-UNK-
UNK-AN_GK0T-GK1C  

Click Virgin Media 02 Apprentic-
es to see what vacancies are live 
now – don’t worry if there is not 
one near you now, register your 
interest and you will get an alert 
when a vacancy comes up near 
you. 
 

All students left the room with a 

different perspective of both                  

apprenticeships and the                      

prospects that Virgin Media in                   

particular have. 

If any organisation has                             

apprenticeship information they 

would like Forest students to                

access please contact                                    

sjackman@forest.academy to 

organise. 

 

Diary Dates 

 

 

Contacts 

Admissions for sixth form:  

sixthform@forest.academy 

Absence:  

kbeeton@forest.academy 

Head of Sixth Form:  

sjackman@forest.academy 

Year 12 Tutors: 

slaine@forest.academy 

rhindle@forest.academy 

Year 13 Tutors: 

dturner@forest.academy 

dcheetham@forest.academy 

Careers: 

sjackman@forest.academy 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KGHF2NDoltE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KGHF2NDoltE
https://www.facebook.com/virginmediafuturecareers/videos/1076111129672093/?extid=CL-UNK-UNK-UNK-AN_GK0T-GK1C
https://www.facebook.com/virginmediafuturecareers/videos/1076111129672093/?extid=CL-UNK-UNK-UNK-AN_GK0T-GK1C
https://www.facebook.com/virginmediafuturecareers/videos/1076111129672093/?extid=CL-UNK-UNK-UNK-AN_GK0T-GK1C
https://www.facebook.com/virginmediafuturecareers/videos/1076111129672093/?extid=CL-UNK-UNK-UNK-AN_GK0T-GK1C
https://careers.virginmedia.com/apply/?jobWorkType=apprentice
https://careers.virginmedia.com/apply/?jobWorkType=apprentice
mailto:sjackman@forest.academy
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My Gold DofE Expedition Experience 

Of the five sections of the Gold 

Duke of Edinburgh’s Award, the 

expedition was probably the 

one I was looking forward to the 

least, since it was the only     

section where I couldn’t choose 

the activity I would do.          

However, after completing it, I 

have to say it was one of the 

most fun and rewarding         

experiences I’ve had in a while.

 
 

To provide some context, the 

Gold DofE award is separated 

into five sections, as opposed to 

the four for Bronze and Silver. 

The three longest sections are 

skills (where you pick a talent 

you have and practise and   

develop), volunteering (where 

you choose a local location and 

assist it in its work for free) and 

physical (where you find a   

physical activity you enjoy     

doing and improve your          

capabilities), and each are    

carried out for an hour a week 

for either six or twelve months. 

Exclusive to Gold, and my     

personal favourite, is the         

Residential section, where you 

and a group of strangers band 

together volunteering at a   

community of your choice and 

staying overnight for about six 

days. You might notice that 

what you do for these areas of 

the award are completely up to 

you. For the Expedition, you’re a 

lot more limited.

 
 

Me and four other Scouts were 

tasked with a canoeing           

expedition down the river Wye 

for four days and three nights. 

Canoeing is very far out of my 

comfort zone, the biggest reason 

for this being the high likelihood 

of getting wet. While I thankfully 

barely got splashed during the 

qualifying expedition, there was 

a fair amount of soaking          

involved when practising, which 

I’ll explain later. 

 

Despite this fear, I was eager to 

learn all the additional 

knowledge required to carry out 

this expedition, including buying 

specific kit and learning         

paddling techniques. This was 

done through a taster session in 

February where we paddled for 

a few hours down the Thames, 

going through the Oracle along 

the way, and a three-day     

practice expedition in the same 

area in the Easter holiday. This 

was probably my favourite part 

of the whole expedition           

experience, thanks to the lack of 

pressure and comforting        

semi-rural environment in the 

Henley-Marlow area of the 

Thames Path. It was along this 

expedition that I realised the 

potential tranquillity and 

peacefulness the real            

expedition had the potential 

for. 

 

However, there would be no 

tranquillity and peacefulness 

for the next stage. In order to 

independently canoe down 

the river Wye and meet Scout 

rules, we needed Personal    

Permits. This meant we had to 

prove our knowledge of       

canoeing to a sufficient        

degree. On top of the classic 

stressful independent revision, 

there was also a practice      

rescue session in the first week 

of May. This meant there was a 

lot of voluntarily getting into 

water so we could practise 

getting ourselves back out 

again. As the final activity for 

the evening, we all paddled to 

the centre of the river and 

jumped out, overturning our 

boats in the process, and tried 

to save each other and our 

boats under a time limit. It     

certainly wasn’t fun, but the 

relief when the practice and 

the assessment was over and 

we had gained our Personal 

Permits was certainly one of the 

strongest senses of          

achievement I’ve felt since 

GCSE results day. Frustratingly, 

my hours of revision were      

practically useless since only 

about three very basic         

questions were asked, but I 

wasn’t to know that, and I’m 

glad I learnt so much since it 

made me far more mentally 

prepared for the real              

expedition.
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Our qualifying expedition     

occurred in the half term in 

early June. Since it began in 

Wales, we stayed an additional 

night at the Glasbury Scout 

Hut, formally beginning the   

expedition early the next day, 

meaning I was away for five 

days instead of four. The       

expedition ended in Hoarwithy, 

near Hereford. 

 

To prove that we were working 

as a team, each of us was 

tasked with organising a        

different aspect of the trip - I 

made sure that dinners were 

provided for, buying Wayfayrer 

meals according to the wishes 

of my companions. Our Group 

Project was to create a family 

guide to paddling the river 

Wye, which involved taking 

many photos and writing down 

many observations. This family 

guide was then presented to 

the Scouts District AGM (Annual 

General Meeting) in early July.

 
 

The river Wye is not the river 

Thames. While the Thames is    

gentle and densely populated 

both in the river and on the 

riverbank, the Wye is much more 

remote and fast-moving, with at 

least one set of rapids about  

every half an hour. This made it 

quite a trickier river to paddle 

down, and provided a stricter 

route for our qualifying              

expedition. The rapids are        

surprisingly easy to navigate     

provided you avoid any rocks 

obviously sticking out, and there 

were gentle stretches further 

down the river that gave me the 

tranquillity I was looking for. The 

Wye is also very shallow - in     

places my canoe became 

grounded and I had to get out 

and pull it. Additionally, there was 

a crack in the hull that must have 

been there when we hired it that 

was fixed with some duct tape. 

Thankfully, we never capsized, 

and it wouldn’t have been hard 

to rescue ourselves anyway 

thanks to how shallow the water 

was.

 

 

Paddling the canoes required 

teamwork. The person in the 

front of the boat would provide 

the power to propel it through 

the water, while the person in 

the back used their paddle like 

a rudder to keep the craft    

moving in the same direction. I 

was quite good with steering, so 

in the back was where I stayed. 

Between us, there were these 

buoyant blue barrels that       

contained our clothes, food, 

tents and other kit. They were 

deceptively small but thanks to 

some smart packing I managed 

to fit everything I needed. 

 

Each campsite was more     

glamorous than the last, the first 

being a farmer’s field with       

portaloos and a tap, and the 

last being a rowing club with a 

full set of facilities and a cooked 

breakfast we weren’t allowed to 

eat. The tents were either     

three-man or two-man, but still 

surprisingly comfortable. Every 

morning we re-packed our 

boats and left between nine 

and ten, ready for at least eight 

hours of travelling. 

 

To summarise, this expedition 

was a perfect mix of challenge 

and fun, while never feeling 

unachievable. I’m thankful for 

the support of the leaders and 

instructors in helping me with my 

expedition. I’m very glad I 

strayed out of my comfort zone 

for this trip, and I’ll definitely be 

more encouraged to try new 

things now that I know what can 

arise from them. 

 

James Lomax– Year 12 
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Our DofE volunteering programme 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As we continue to support students joining us 

from Ukraine, and those feeling the effect from 

the cost of living, please consider donating your 

pre-loved uniform to school?  We would        

welcome anything from the uniform list: blazers, 

jumpers, shirts, trousers, PE kit, Art overalls, D&T 

/Food Tech aprons.   

 

Please bring to main school reception. Thank 

you, your donation will mean the world to      

others. 

 

Your local Scout 

Group is keen to 

offer fun,           

challenging and 

exciting activities to 

Beavers (6-8  years old), Cubs (8-10 year olds) or 

Scouts (10-14 year olds). 

 

These fun, once weekly term time sessions are based 

our local Scout Hut on School Road in Hurst. We can 

also offer volunteering opportunities to adults who 

are looking for new challenges and would like to 

learn new skills. For more information, please follow 

the QR to the short video on our website.  

Ms Austin was delighted to   

recently receive this message 

and certificate celebrating our 

DofE group’s volunteering and 

its impact.   

“We know from hearing      

thousands of stories that        

volunteering has a huge      

Impact on young people. 

That’s why it’s such an essential 

part of a DofE programme.  

Whether it’s by giving back to 

their community, developing a 

passion for a particular cause, 

or learning a new skill through 

their volunteering activity, the Volunteering section changes lives and has a positive impact on         

communities.  

Participants from The Forest School dedicated 416 hours to volunteering between April 2021 and March 

2022, with a social value of £1921.92.  

This is an incredible achievement and we hope you’re as proud of your participants as we are”.       

Congratulations, to all our students who have taken part in DofE events and what they have achieved 

over this past academic year. 
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Boxing camps for all abilities 

aged 11- 16, throughout July 

and August. 

 

Camps will take place at MBMT 

(formally Bulmurshe Boxing 

Club) Bridgewater Close,    

Reading, RG30 1JT and 

coached by a personal trainer. 

  

The 3-day camps will begin 

once schools break up, with the 

first scheduled to start on     

Tuesday 26th July 2022. The    

sessions are 3 hours long (10am - 

1pm), charged at £20 per day 

or £50 for the 3-day camp. 

Booking is now live. 

  

Please see the poster and link 

here to book. 

PP Students may attend for FREE 

by using the following promo 

codes FOREST1, FOREST2, 

FOREST3, FOREST4, FOREST5.  

Each promo code is single use 

only, it's recommended to share 

them with only 5 stu-

dents/parents. 

 

Summer Boxing Camps 

https://www.eventbrite.com/cc/boxing-camps-568809
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Click here to book your free bike check 

https://www.myjourneywokingham.com/events/free-bike-checks-at-the-forest-school-winnersh/
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Please sign up for myschoolfund... 


