
 16/12/22 Y8-11 Ski Trip 

leaves 

 16/12/22 Autumn Term 

Ends.  13:00 dismissal for 

all students 

 04/01/23 Spring Term 

starts all students in school 

for a 8:45am registration 

 04/01/23  BTEC Exams 

start 

 09-13/01/23 Y10 Assess-

ment Week 

 09-11/01/23 Y13 A&P Pre-

public Exam 

 16/01/23 Y7-10 Start Tests 

start 

 17/01/23 BTEC Business 

resit 

 19/01/23 Y11 Parents 

Evening 16:00—19:00 

 20/01/23 All BTEC Exams 

finish 

 23/01-03/02/23 Y11 6F 

Interviews 

 26/01/23 Y13 Parents 

Evening 16:00– 19:00 

 27/01/23 Y7-10 House 

Swimming Gala 

 06-10/02/23 National Ap-

prenticeships Week 

 06/02/23 Y12 Geography 

Trip (London) 

 08/02/23 Y9 Options Even-

ing 18:15—20:15 

 13-17/02/23 Half Term 

 20/02/23 All students and 

staff in school for a 

8:45am registration  

 

 

 KEY DATES 

 

Headteacher's Update 

Forest School partners and suppliers: 

 

For the latest school news follow us on: www.forest.academy 

Facebook—The Forest School 

Twitter via:  @ForestWinnersh @ForestSchoolHead @Forest_Sixth @CareersForest @PeForest 

Instagram: forestschoolsport 

assembly with Mr Piercy on stage 

and a voice coming from the trap 

door underneath the stage!  Our 

Alumni is ever growing, if you would 

like to join do email us. 

 

Lastly, I must make you aware of the 

strike action by the trains during our 

first week back in January so that 

you can make alternative  

arrangements.  There will be no, or 

limited train services on Tuesday, 

3rd, Wednesday, 4th, Friday, 6th and  

Saturday, 7th January 2023.  

 

In the meantime, I wish you and your 

families a safe and restful Christmas 

and I look forward to welcoming 

you back on Wednesday, 4th  

January 2023. 

 

Shirley Austin  

Headteacher 

As the Autumn Term draws to a 

close I thought I would share with 

you a few of my highlights:  

beaming with pride at how well the 

Y7s have settled into Forest School 

life.  How impressed I am by the 

Y11 and Y13 students preparing 

and focusing themselves for their 

Pre-public Exams.  Delighted by the 

sporting successes of our young 

ladies and gentlemen, and those in 

our Performing Arts.  My staff, who, 

have once again worked tirelessly 

to encourage, nurture and support 

our young people.  They have 

faced room changes with our  

ongoing refurbishment project and 

have adapted where necessary.  

Thank you. 

 

Earlier in the month I was delighted 

to tour the school with these  

‘Famous Five’ Forest Alumni sharing 

their memories of 

the original 

‘Windsor’ Stairs, 

showing them 

their old class-

rooms in the main 

building (one 

even sitting where 

he had once sat 

in class), laughing 

about the open 

air swimming pool 

as it was then and 

the quick dash 

from the chang-

ing rooms to the 

pool!  And the 

tale of the  
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Winter Writing Competition 

To all the students who entered the Winter 

Writing Competition, THANK YOU.  

 

This year's winner is Jake Trafford from 7E.  His 

poem Wonderful Winter Sports impressed the 

panel with its form, choice of words and  

message. It has educational value (it teaches 

us about winter sports) as well as enticing the 

reader to engage in one of the sports  

mentioned.   

 

In second place, Jenson Blackmore (7R) and 

Dennis Mahla (7R) came third. I hope you are 

going to enjoy the poems and join me in  

congratulating the boys on their success.  

 

Have a wonderful Christmas and New Year.  

 

Mrs Ciccazzo 

 

Wonderful winter sports  
by Jake Trafford 7E 
 

Bobsledding, sometimes dangerous, but overall fun, 

Bobsledding, not an all-weather sport, 

Bobsledding, its an ice sport of course, 

Bobsledding, what a wonderful winter sport. 

 

Luge, on top of a sled, 

Luge, no position like in bed, 

Luge, 1 or 2 people, 

Luge, what a wonderful winter sport. 

 

Skeleton, on top of a tray, 

Skeleton, dangerous to play, 

Skeleton, going down head-first, 

Skeleton, what a wonderful winter sport. 

 

Ice hockey, not many rules here, 

Ice hockey, people quake in fear, 

Ice hockey, teams work together, 

Ice hockey, what a wonderful winter sport. 

 

Speed skating, a fast form of ice skating, 

Speed skating, be fast to catch up, 

Speed skating, try not to get an injury, 

Speed skating, what a wonderful winter sport. 

 

Snowboarding, harder that skateboarding, 

Snowboarding, the GOAT of boarding, 

Snowboarding, some sick moves there, 

Snowboarding, what a wonderful winter sport 

Ski jump, gotta land on your feet, 

Ski jump, easy to get beat, 

Ski jump, lots of injuries, 

Ski jump, what a wonderful winter sport. 

 

Curling, very hard to master, 

Curling, gotta go faster, 

Curling, clear the way with the broom, 

Curling, what a wonderful winter sport. 

 

Alpine skiing, going downhill, 

Alpine skiing, don't stay still, 

Alpine skiing, get around the poles, 

Alpine skiing, what a wonderful winter sport. 

 

Freestyle skiing, get all the tricks done, 

Freestyle skiing, there is only one, 

Freestyle skiing, snowboarding with skis, 

Freestyle skiing, what a wonderful winter sport. 
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Winter Writing Competition 

SNOMAN  
by Jenson Blackmore 7R 
 

Snowman,Snowman round and white 

How do you not get cold all night? 

 

Snowman,Snowman let's have fun 

Before you melt in the big warm spring sun. 

 

Snowman,Snowman come back next year 

And bring some wonderful Christmas cheer. 

 

Snowman,Snowman round and white 

You will be in my head every single night. 

 

Snowman,Snowman goodbye 

I will see you in my garden next year at this time. 

The Joy Of Snow and Christmas  
by Dennis Mahla 7R 
 

There they flew like angels with wings, 

The kids go out to play with the snow and 

happiness it brings, 

While some stay inside to play and sing, 

They enjoy the cheer that winter time brings. 

 

Who doesn't go out when it snows outside? 

Kids only stay to open their gifts with pride. 

When the girls don't get what they want- 

they say "I'M GOING TO DIE!", 

Then they finally go out, searching the snow 

to see what they can find. 

 

Finally, Christmas comes to an end, 

Present wrappers lied out on the floor, 

Kids can't accept the fun has to end, 

While they always want to get more. 
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Joyeux Noel from MFL! 

MFL gave Years 7, 8 and 9 a brief to design a 

Christmas Card.  Here’s what they came up 

with… 

 

 

 

Well done to all participants who have created 

some wonderful cards. Our winners are :   

Year 7: Zain Kiani, Lennon Arthurs, Rayed  

Baccouche, & Jacob Lawrence. 

Year 8: Liam Lewis, Shashaanth Prabhakaran &  

Toby Holmes 

Year 9: Talin Patel & Anirhudda Saralaya 
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London Gallery Trip for Years 12&13 

On Monday 5th December Year 12 and 13 Art and 

Photography students  

travelled to London. We 

filled the day with many 

experiences that enabled 

students to visit galleries 

and ensured  

photographic  

opportunities. Our first stop 

was the National Gallery 

where we not only visited 

the main gallery, but  

experienced the Lucian 

Freud Exhibition. Such an 

opportunity to experience 

first hand one of Britain’s 

finest portrait painters.  

 

From there we walked through Chinatown and 

Covent Garden, street photography opportunities 

aplenty before visiting the Photographer’s Gallery 

where we saw the Chris Killip exhibition who’s black 

and white documentary photography inspired and 

sparked conversation. 

 

London’s Christmas lights 

through Regent Street,  

Carnaby and down to the 

Southbank were further  

photographic inspiration  

before returning by train to 

Winnersh. A fantastic and 

worthwhile trip was had with 

our students who were, as  

usual, a pleasure to be with 

and made the most of every 

opportunity. 

 

Mrs Aves 

Head of Art and Photography 
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PE Roundup  

County Football Representatives  

 

Jai Bhatti and James Benham have been  

selected for 

the  

Berkshire 

under 16s 

football 

team.  

Following 

trials in the 

early part of 

the year, 

the two 

were  

identified as 

having the 

talent  

required to 

play in the 

county 

team and 

played against Cardiff Schools at Ascot United FC 

in the ESFA County National Cup. Both players  

represented the school and county with  

distinction and were part of the winning team as 

Berkshire ran out 3-1 winners.  

 

National Cup pro-

gress... 

 

Both year 10 and 11  

footballing year groups 

have had a great  

Autumn term. Across 

the 4 competitions our  

record is played 16, 

won 15 lost only 1.  

In the National Cups, 

the year 10s and 11s 

are  

going deep into the 

competitions and both 

by a twist of fate are 

due to play Dr  

Challoner's School from 

Amersham in the next 

rounds. The year 11s 

recently beat Robert May's School 4-1 and the 

year 10s most recent victory was over Bohunt 

School 2-0.  

 

In the Elite competition the Year 10 

team unfortunately lost in the last 16 to Aldenham 

School from Watford. I am sure that this years' ex-

perience and disappointment will stand them in 

good stead for their attempt 

in year 11.   The year 11 

team are through to the Elite 

Cup quarter final following 

their last 16 victory over 

Ivybridge from Plymouth. 9-3 

was  

emphatic, but, they will 

need to avoid defensive 

mishaps if they are to beat 

Brooke House from Leicester 

in the quarters. 2 games 

away from another National 

Cup final. Can we dare to 

dream? 

 

House Rugby 

 

Year 7 - 10 age groups  

enjoyed a week of house rugby competitions last 

week as the rugby term drew to a close. Pride and 

honour were at stake as the famous 'Forests' went 

head to head and  

friendships were put on hold for a few minutes at 

least.  The matches were ferocious as the tackles 

flew in and tries 

were scored! A 

and B team  

competitions 

with equal 

weighting meant 

every ruck and 

maul had  

significance. But, 

at the end of the  

matches, hand 

shakes all round 

showed true 

school  

spirit and cama-

raderie.  The  

winners were  

announced in  

Celebration 

assemblies and 

the gladiators will do battle again after Christmas in 

a host of other sporting duels.  

 

Mr Eaglesham
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Maths update 

Mathematics Vertex. 

 

Twelve Year 10 students went for the day to  

Wellington College to experience a "Taking Maths 

Further" day. The students were a credit to the 

school and impressed Mr McNeill and Mr Lomas 

throughout the day. 

 

Aaron Duesbury, Umar Mohamed Ferose, Bernard 

Wu, Tanuj Sarkar, Nathan Hirta, Maddox Gillas, 

Sam Bellman, Athrv Kaul, Tanish Kukde, James 

Minter, Aditya Krishnakumar and Cameron Preston 

were introduced to Graph Theory and Digital 

Roots and the keynote speaker was particularly 

entertaining. 

 

Introducing Zibo Guo, Year 8. 

 

Zibo qualified for the Junior Mathematical  

Olympiad 2022 and the results for these came in, 

in October.  Zibo attained a Silver Medal, this is a 

fantastic achievement. The top 1200 candidates 

in the UK are invited to the Olympiad, 40 get Gold, 

60 Silver and 100 Bronze.  Wow Zibo, well done! 

 

Zibo also  

entered the 

Senior UKMT 

Maths  

Challenge,  

usually reserved 

for Year 13  

students.  He 

attained a Gold 

Certificate; The 

Gold award is 

achieved by 

the top 8-9% of 

the entrants.  He was entered for the follow-on-

round; the Andrew Jobbings Senior Kangaroo 

2022.  Zibo scored 40 and was issued a Certificate 

of Merit.  Only 25% of entrants to the Kangaroo 

attain a Merit. 

 

These are extraordinary achievements for Zibo, a 

very gifted and hard-working Year 8 pupil. 

 

Mr McNeill (Forest Maths Department) 

On Monday 12th and Tuesday 13th December, the 

music department 

opened their doors 

to The Rock  

Academy  

Foundation who 

came to teach taster 

instrumental lessons 

in guitar, keyboard,  

piano and drums.  

 

The boys who  

attended had the 

chance to play the 

instrument of their 

choice and watch 

short demonstrations from the visiting teachers. It 

was great to see the smiles and look of  

excitement after each session which was  

received well by all. We will look forward to  

welcoming them back in January for individual 

instrumental lessons. 

 

News from Music For more information on instrumental lessons 

please contact Mr Light via 

alight@forest.academy 

 

In assembly this week our Year  7 Choir sang the 

12 Days Till Christmas (an adaptation of 12 Days 

of Christmas).  The Lyrics are about the eternal 

quest to find the "Perfect Fir Tree '' and the chaos 

that Christmas brings from lights that won't flash to 

the pure hatred of Brussel Sprouts! On the night of 

Christmas Eve everything seems to have worked 

itself 

out 

until 

the 

dog 

knocks 

over 

the 

Christ-

mas 

Tree. 

mailto:alight@forest.academy
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Greetings from Drama 

Year 7 have been working hard producing a  

Dramatic ‘Car Trip’ using all key skills learnt this 

term on ‘Characterisation’, displaying use of Body 

language, facial expressions and use of dialogue. 

Each student took on a family role in setting up 

the disastrous car journey - I wonder where some 

of the inspiration came from? 

 

To view a video of their work in progress click the 

link here. 

 

Year 8 have loved being 

‘Melodramatic’ using a Script 

called ‘Foiled Again’.   

Students adopted key roles of 

heroes, villains and heroines. 

Exploring key skills of over  

dramatic roles, larger than life 

gestures - so many wanted to 

be the heroine. 

 

To view a video of their work 

in progress click the link here. 

 

Year 9 have been  

learning key skills about  

reviewing Theatre and 

becoming the critics,  

developing ideas 

around the Social  

Historical Context of 

Blood Brother set in  

Liverpool in the 60’s. 

                                      

“My personal  

experience of this play 

was ‘Amazing’, it was a really touching story, the 

songs allows you to feel how they felt.  I loved the 

detail made to the roles” Liam Pillay 9E 

 

“The design of the play was great, it looked so 

realistic”Jude Evans 9E 

 

 

LAMDA  

There is still time to book your exam!  Please  

ensure payment is paid via Scopay in preparation 

for examinations on 19th March 2023. 

 

To view a video of Jack Gorringe from 7E playing 

Marcus from The Childrens Ward (LAMDA Grade 

3) click the link here and Kai Wilson 

from 7E Playing Digory from The  

Magicians 

Nephew 

(LAMDA 

Grade 3) 

click the link 

here. 

 

 

Drama  

Therapy  

 

“I absolutely love Drama 

Therapy, it is so much fun, 

even knowing I feel more 

confident now - I will still go 

to Drama Therapy because I 

can be so creative”  

George Boyer 7R 

 

“I love working with the  

puppets” Dominic Smy 7R 

 

“Drama Therapy allows me 

to be me” William Luke 7E. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Click the link here to watch the teaser! 

 

Theatre Trip Thursday 26th January 2023 

  

We’re looking forward to 

our Year 9s and 11s 

seeing ‘Teechers’  its 

going to be a real 

treat! 

 

Year 11 - please  

remember to write 

your notes up  

afterwards! 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VVh1pOmOzfFBI_vr7O9xxPX3QmpOuPqr/view?pli=1
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VVh1pOmOzfFBI_vr7O9xxPX3QmpOuPqr/view?pli=1
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1roIJufybSErBE_uffF5D-d6qAyPBwwiC/view?pli=1
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Bo_c1QcKV8kxRThR0c0SY2K8FKUrwPtm/view?pli=1
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1eLPBYtTUCaCLY-EbwKEzJfZJOrsC6gfm/view?pli=1
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1eLPBYtTUCaCLY-EbwKEzJfZJOrsC6gfm/view?pli=1
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WRQ4EuYm05_9UPrlfmYlVO6E_2hy5IzM/view?pli=1
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News from 7E by Dexter Gilham-King 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have been celebrating 

‘Differences’ with a key quote 

always in mind: ‘If you can be an-

ything in this world be kind’ (Mrs 

Warren always promotes this to 

us).  Although we don’t all cele-

brate Christmas in our form, we all 

agreed to promote kindness and 

carry out a ‘Secret Santa’.  All our 

form are looking forward to our 

last week of term when we will 

share and celebrate ‘giving and 

receiving from one another’. 

 

Leading up to the end of term we 

are rushing around looking for the 

‘Elf on the Shelf’, each  

morning the Elf has 

hidden itself in the Dra-

ma Studio, we take it 

in turns to put the 

Christmas Hat on and 

hunt the Elf in order to 

open our forms Advent 

Calendar.  
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Online Safety update—HiPal 

 

 

What Parents need to know about HiPal... 

 

A recent study by the Co-Op Foundation 

reported that 95% of children and young 

people admitted to occasionally feeling 

lonely. So it’s easy to understand how  

networking apps like HiPal – with the  

tempting lure of bucketloads of cool new 

people to befriend and interact with online 

–  

become hugely successful very quickly if 

they’re delivered well.  

 

A recent study by the Co-Op Foundation 

reported that 95% of children and young 

people admitted to occasionally feeling 

lonely. So it’s easy to understand how  

networking apps like HiPal – with the  

tempting lure of bucketloads of cool new 

people to befriend and interact with online 

–  

become hugely successful very quickly if 

they’re delivered well.  

 

Click this link to download your free guide. 

Netball update from the  

Forest Girls Team 
 

A very tense and close match, but a great one!   

 

The girls worked so hard and kept the energy and  

intensity up.  A close defeat 19-21, another couple of 

minutes and it may have been all so different!   

 

Go girls for your rematch with Bluecoat in the New Year  

 

 

https://nationalcollege.com/guides/hipal?utm_medium=email&_hsmi=236972004&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_j_BkTaeIs8apwaQAnphIPs2vftBFLc0yo-Jca9rgQudH2sohw20PqZb6KMRR4QXiI2yhBc1PDj8lXrVH5wGg9uLtUsQ&utm_content=236972004&utm_source=hs_email
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Cool Christmas facts... 

 

Did you know that Christmas is not Christ’s birthday as 

many believe.  According to the bible Christ was not  

actually born in the winter.  The popular theory as to why 

this date was settled on is that it was borrowed from  

pagan traditions that already occurred on that day. 

Christmas came 

from the words 

Cristes Maesse 

meaning “mass 

of Christ” 

Buying all the gifts from the “12 

Days of Christmas” would cost 

you a ton of money.  The most 

expensive being “Seven Swans-

a-swimming” - about £5,112.25 

When the Candy Cane was invented in Germany, it was made into a J for Jesus.  The red 

stripes symbolise his blood. 

It’s a tradition in Japan to 

eat KFC for Christmas.   

Orders must be placed two 

months in advance. 

Did you know that Xmas isn’t an  

abbreviation of Christmas?  In fact “X” 

comes from the Greek letter “chi” which 

happens to be the first letter of the Greek 

word for Christ.  It was first used in the mid 

1500s. 

During the Winter Solstice, pagan 

homes would be decorated with 

evergreen branches in the hope of 

scaring away evil spirits and to  

remind everyone spring was 

around the corner.  This became 

the basis of our Christmas Tree  

tradition.  It became popular 

thanks to the British Royal Family, 

with Prince Albert following his  

marriage to Queen Victoria.   

 

Should you choose a real tree, its 

average age when it’s sold will be 

15 years old, and for every one 

harvested three are planted to  

replace it. 

Paul McCartney earns 

£324,588 a year from his 

“Wonderful Christmastime” 

song, which is widely  

regarded as the worst song 

ever recorded. 

Bing Crosby’s version of “White 

Christmas” is the highest selling 

single of all time. 

The reason we give presents during Christmas is to 

symbolise the gifts given to Jesus by the three wise 

men.  And to wrap them up, did you know that we 

buy 83 square kms of wrapping paper a year and 6 

million rolls of sellotape! 

Henry VIII was the first English 

King to eat turkey rather than 

peacock on Christmas Day. 10 

million turkeys are cooked in the 

UK every Xmas! 

Did you know the original 

Santa Claus was a think and 

spooky dressed Norse  

Huntsman in animal skin?  It 

wasn't until the 1920s when 

the Coca-Cola Company 

began Christmas advertising 

and featured the iconic im-

age of the Santa Clause we  

know and love today. 

Santa will need to visit 822 houses every 

second if he is to make all his deliveries 

It’s argued that the 

gaudy knitwear we 

know today is  

decended from the 

jumpers worn by 

Scandinavian fisher-

man in the 1890s. 
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Notices, ads and info... 

Grow a Mo, 

Save a Bro 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Movember is done, hurrah they shouted!   

 

With your generosity, and their hair we have raised 

£330 for this truly worthy cause—thank you!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My Journey Wokingham has asked us to  

promote their awards scheme for travelling to 

school by bike, walking or using public 

transport.  

 

By joining you can be awarded 'ValleyCoins' to 

spend in various outlets like Argos, Amazon or 

Costa. 

 

Please click here for all the details. 

 

 

pupilabsence@forest.academy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Just a friendly reminder to please email your child’s 

absence to the main absence address   

pupilabsence@forest.academy. 

 

Emailing the office or individual staff 

addresses may mean that  

information about your child is not  

received in a timely manner.   

 

Thank you. 

Stationery stocking 

fillers! 

 

Fed up with 

the usual 

socks, 

smellies and 

chocolate?  

How about 

adding sta-

tionery items, 

(always  

useful!).   

 

Click this link here and choose ‘Equipment 

available to purchase at school’ from the 

list to view items you can buy from the 

school office via Scopay, or of course local 

stationery suppliers.  Whoever new Santa 

could be so resourceful... 

 

https://myjourneywokingham.innovationvalleyrewards.co.uk/
mailto:pupilabsence@forest.academy?subject=Pupil%20absence
mailto:pupilabsence@forest.academy?subject=Pupil%20absence
http://www.forest.wokingham.sch.uk/363/useful-information-uniform-cashless-catering-lesson-times-standard-forms


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As we continue to support students  

joining us from Ukraine, and those  

feeling the effect from the cost of living, 

please consider donating your  

pre-loved uniform to school?   

 

We would welcome anything from the 

uniform list: blazers, jumpers, shirts,  

trousers, PE kit, Art overalls, D&T /Food 

Tech aprons.   

 

Please bring to main school reception. 

Thank you, your donation will mean the 

world to others. 
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Notices, ads and info... 

Cycle safely, 

wear your 

helmet! 
 

We have been  

notified by a  

member of the  

public that students 

have been seen to 

be cycling to and 

from school without 

wearing their  

helmets, mainly using 

them as an  

accessory for their 

handlebars.    

 

We ask that all  

parents with children 

cycling to school, 

please reiterate the safety of wearing a helmet whilst on 

the roads. If your child does not own a helmet we are  

asking that your child is provided with one as soon as possi-

ble.  

 

The safety of our children is important to us at school and 

we cover the importance of wearing a helmet in our  

assemblies.   

We are planning this popular and successful 

event already.  Save the date: Wedenesday, 

15th March 2023.  

 

If you are able to give some time to ‘interview’ 

Year 10 and selected Year 13 students and offer 

them feedback, top tips and skills to get the job 

please contact Miss Whitethread via  

swhitethread@forest.academy for more infor-

mation and to volunteer. 

 

We will welcome you from any   profession,  

current or retired, to help Forest students with 

this valuable life skill.  Thank you 

 

 

 

 

Year 10 &13 Mock Interview Day is back!  
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Notices, ads and info... 

HOW CAN YOU ASSIST THE PTA IN RAISING FUNDS 

FOR THE FOREST SCHOOL?  
 

Raise money simply whilst shopping online. We encourage all parents to link to the below while  

shopping online, to raise donations for Forest at no personal cost. All donations go to the PTA to use for 

various projects and equipment needed by the school. We have accounts with:  

 

Smile Amazon 
SMILE AMAZON  Search for and 

choose Forest School Parent  

Teacher Association. In order to 

create a small donation to the PTA 

account you must login using your Amazon details via smile.amazon.co.uk and shop from this page . 

 

Easyfundraising 
EASY FUNDRAISING  Once you have 

an account set up on  

easyfundraising, you will have the 

option to install our browser  

extension which we call, our  

Donation Reminder.  It will pop up on 

every retailer site where a donation is 

available which means you don’t 

have to remember to come to  

easyfundraising first! Alternatively 

shop directly via their website or their 

app.  

 

 

The Giving Machine  
THE GIVING MACHINE Once you have an ac-

count set up on The Giving Machine, you will 

have the option to install the Shop&Give re-

minder which sits quietly in your web browser as 

an extension. When you search for products 

online, the purple heart icon highlights which 

shops will give for free via TheGivingMachine. If 

you don't use a search engine, you'll be notified 

if the shop is participating in TheGivingMachine 

and prompted to give as you shop. It really is as 

simple as that.  Alternatively shop directly via their website or their app. 

 

 

Raise funds for The Forest whilst you shop, thank you  

https://smile.amazon.co.uk/charity?orig=%2F
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/forestpta/
https://shopandgive.thegivingmachine.co.uk/causes/forest-school-pta/
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Get help with cost of living information and advice 

provided by Wokingham Borough Council 
 

Help is available through the council and its partners if you’re struggling with the cost of living. 

 

More people are reaching out than ever before, many who have never had to ask for help.  

Rising energy prices and inflation are impacting more and more families locally. Here’s some of the 

help you can get: 

 

 If your child gets means-tested free school meals apply for the Household Support Fund 

through First Days Children’s Charity (note you can apply for one type of Household  

Support Fund support) 

  

If you’re struggling with bills or buying food apply for the Household Support Fund through 

Age UK Berkshire or Citizens Advice (note you can apply for one type of Household  

Support Fund support) 

  

Go to the cost of living help hub for help and tips open to all 

 Go to the help for families with cost of living advice pages 

 See how you can get help with household bills 

 Register for priority services if you have children aged five or under, you are pregnant or if 

you or a family member is disabled or has a long term health condition  

 See services you can contact directly for help with essentials like food or warm clothes 

 If you’d prefer to talk to someone contact One Front Door. This is a service led by Citizens 

Advice which helps residents find the most appropriate support. Use the online referral 

form or call 0808 278 7958, Monday to Friday.  

And if you’re not struggling but have time and want to help others, see if you could volunteer locally to 

support organisations helping people struggling with the cost of living. 

https://www.firstdays.net/hsf
https://www.firstdays.net/hsf
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/cost-of-living/household-support-fund/?utm_source=schoolsdirect_email&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=cost_of_living_schools_directemail
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/cost-of-living/household-support-fund/?utm_source=schoolsdirect_email&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=cost_of_living_schools_directemail
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/cost-of-living/?utm_source=schoolsdirect_email&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=cost_of_living_schools_directemail
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/cost-of-living/family-and-home/?utm_source=schoolsdirect_email&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=cost_of_living_schools_directemail
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/cost-of-living/household-bills/?utm_source=schoolsdirect_email&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=cost_of_living_schools_directemail
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/cost-of-living/household-bills/priority-services/?utm_source=schoolsdirect_email&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=cost_of_living_schools_directemail
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/cost-of-living/help-with-essentials/?utm_source=schoolsdirect_email&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=cost_of_living_schools_directemail
https://citizensadvicewokingham.org.uk/onefrontdoor
https://citizensadvicewokingham.org.uk/onefrontdoor
tel:0808%20278%207958
http://wokinghamvolunteercentre.org.uk/volunteer/
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Coding Club will be returning to Wokingham Library on Saturday 7th January.  

Sessions will take place twice a month- on the 1st and 4th Saturday. 

  

Young people can sign up for the following sessions: 

 

  Scratch     Python 

  10:30-11:30am    11:45am-12:45pm 

  Suitable for 9-11 years   Suitable for 11-13 years 

 

Booking is essential. To express your interest please complete the following form. 

Wokingham Library- Coding Club (google.com) 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSelw8FLDjSIRGIlQzQtLmHGU8-K582HUrrFtdI8Mkkdc4KWdg/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0
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Term Dates 2023-2024 

School Term Dates – 2023/24 

 

Autumn 2023 

Term 1 

Term starts on: Tuesday, 5th September 2023 for Years 7 & 12 students only 

Wednesday, 6th September 2023 for all students  

Term ends on:  Friday 20th October 2023 

*Inset Days: Monday, 4th September 2023 – school closed to students 

Half Term:  Monday 23rd October – Friday 27th October 2023 

 

Term 2 

Term starts on:  Monday 30th October 2023 

Term ends on:  Friday, 15th December 2023 

Christmas Holiday: Monday, 18th December 2023 – Monday, 1st January 2024 

 

Spring 2024 

Term 3 

Term starts on:  Tuesday 2nd January 2024 

Term ends on:  Friday, 9th February 2024 

Half Term:  Monday 12th February – Friday 16th February 2024 

 

Term 4 

Term starts on:  Monday 19th February 2024 

Term ends on:  Thursday, 28th March 2024 

Easter Holiday:  Tuesday, 2nd – Friday 12th April 2024 

 

Summer 2024 

Term 5 

Term starts on:  Monday 15th April 2024 

Term ends on:   Friday 24th May 2024 

Bank Holiday:  Monday 6th May 2024 – school closed to students and staff 

Half Term:  Monday 27th May (BH) – Friday 31st May 2024 

 

Term 6 

Term starts on:  Monday 3rd June 2024 

Term ends on   Friday, 19th July 2024 

*Inset Days:  Monday, 22nd & Tuesday 23rd July 2024 

 

*Please note – there are 2 further Inset Days to be set for this academic year.   For all insets the school is closed to all students but 

open for twilight to all teaching and non-teaching staff who work them.   

Total pupil days = 190 


