
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 11/11/22 Remembrance 

Day 

 18/11/22 Y9 Battlefields Trip 

 18/11/22 6F Open Morning 

09:30—11:30 

 21-25/11/22 Y13 Pre-public 

Exams 

 28-29/11/22 Art Mock Ex-

ams 

 30/11/22– 01/12/22 Pho-

tography Mock Exams 

 02/12/22 UCAS deadline 

 05-09/12/22 Y11 Pre-public 

Exams  

 05/12/22 Y13 BTEC Travel & 

Tourism exam retakes 

 05/12/22 PTA 18:30– 19:30 

 06/12/22 Y7 House Rugby 

 07/12/22 Y10 House Rugby 

 08/12/22 Y8 House Rugby 

 08/12/22 Y9 Parents Even-

ing 16:00—19:00 

 09/12/22 Y9 House Rugby 

 12-16/12/22 Y11 Pre-public 

Exams 

 13/12/22 Y12&13 London 

Gallery Art Trip (prov) 

 14/12/22 Y7 Harry Potter 

Trip 

 15/12/22 Y7 Harry Potter 

Trip 

 16/12/22 Y8-11 Ski Trip 

 16/12/22 Autumn Term 

Ends.  13:00 dismissal for all 

students 

 04/01/23—Spring Term 

starts all students in school 

for a 8:45am registration  

 KEY DATES 

 

Headteacher's Update 

Forest School partners and suppliers: 

 

For the latest school news follow us on: www.forest.academy 

Facebook—The Forest School 

Twitter via:  @ForestWinnersh @ForestSchoolHead @Forest_Sixth @CareersForest @PeForest 

Instagram: forestschoolsport 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This update brings exciting news 

about:  The McLaren STEM day 

which created a huge buzz around 

the school  (and our social media 

pages).  McLaren definitely inspired 

the students!  Y12&13 students were 

treated to an around the world  

Halloween celebration at the on the 

hunt for the universe’s unseen dark 

matter, and our PTA is growing.  

Please read on to find out how you 

can fundraise whilst doing your 

online shopping. 

 

Y13s have a week to go until the 

start of their pre-public exams and 

Y11s 3 weeks.  Subject interventions  

are still running and are an essential 

tool in your child’s revision and prep-

aration.  Please emphasis to your 

children how valuable their attend-

ance  is at these sessions.  

As always thank you for your  

continued  support. 

 

Shirley Austin  

Headteacher 

Today at 11:00am the 

whole school gathered to 

remember those lost in 

war.  Not only past wars 

but those more recently 

Iraq and Afghanistan, and 

currently in Ukraine.  We 

paid tribute to the bravery 

of all  servicemen and 

women who continue to 

fight for peace in our ever 

changing ever challenging 

world.  Year 7 School 

Council students read extracts from 

the poem ‘In Flanders Fields’ which 

was first published in England in De-

cember 1915. Within months, this 

poem came to  

symbolise the sacrifices of all who 

were fighting in the First World War.   

 

We will remember them. 

 



Page 2 Aspire * Safe  * Prepared  * Independent  * Respectful  * Excellent  

McLaren STEM Day, vavavoom! 

of our Forest Students and we 

are very 

grateful for 

Oliver, his 

colleagues 

and  

McLaren for 

giving up 

their time to 

provide this 

fantastic 

opportunity. 

“Thank you 

so much for 

organising 

this day - it 

was  

amazing”. 

“  This is the 

best school 

event  

EVER”. “ 

Thank you so much for opening 

my eyes to the world of Auto-

motive Engineering, I am really 

considering this as a future  

career now”. “BEST DAY EVER”. 

McLaren seeks to in-

spire next generation 

of engineers 
 

 

For many students, Thursday 3rd 

November is a day they will  

remember for a long time.  Oliver 

Nixon, a Principal Engineer at 

McLaren Automotive, and his  

colleagues Harley, Alex, and  

Farhaad visited the school as 

part of an organised STEM 

(Science, Technology,  

Engineering and Maths) focused 

day where all students were 

able to hear from each of the 

McLaren engineers about; their 

educational journey to secure 

their dream job, the steps  

McLaren take to go from an  

initial concept to produce world 

dominating cars and what its is 

like on a daily basis to design, 

build and test supercars for a  

living. 

 

Oliver and his colleagues brought 

not one but two brand new 

McLaren Artura hybrid supercars 

with them for The Forest boys to 

get a hands on experience with.  

The Artura can accelerate to 

62mp in 

2.9  

seconds 

and is  

capable 

of going 

up to 

205mph. 

This was a 

once in a 

lifetime 

oppor-

tunity as these cars are so  

exclusive they are not even avail-

able to purchase yet and have a 

hefty £200,000 price tag when 

they are later in the year.  

 

This visit was so aspirational for all 
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‘Best day ever!’ 
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Drama Therapy  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The boys in Drama Therapy are working hard to 

communicate through Puppets in gaining  

confidence and self esteem. They have been  

working on creating their own scripts, a crazy plot 

about a Monkey escaping Africa and coming in 

touch with a monster that has been infested with 

Toxic waste.  The boys plan to perform it for the 

School Twitter account before Xmas break for all to 

enjoy the progress.   

 

Mrs Warren 
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Dark Matter Day... 

The universe is 

over 13.7 billion 

years old,  

consisting of 

hundreds of  

billions of  

galaxies, each 

containing  

 

 

 

 

 

 

hundreds of billions of stars. 

Over the past 200 years our  

understanding of the universe 

has greatly improved; from 

having the Earth at its centre to 

having no centre at all!  

However, in the last 

80 years it has be-

come apparent 

that we understand 

less than 5% of the 

universe – the other 

95% being made 

up of dark matter 

and dark energy. 

 

On Halloween 2022 events 

around the world celebrated 

the hunt for the universe’s  

unseen dark matter. At Royal  

Holloway College, University of 

London, Professor Jocelyn  

 

 

Monroe gave a 

lecture on this 

topic to a very 

fortunate  

audience,  

including  

students in The 

Forest School’s 

Y12 and Y13 

Physics 

sets. The images above 

show the Windsor lecture 

theatre, some of the slides 

from the lecture as well as 

some of the 

Forest  

students at 

the lecture.  

Professor 

Moore is a 

researcher 

in the  

Physics department 

and an expert in novel detectors. 

In the lecture she  

described the challenges and  

opportunities of the current  

generation of dark matter  

detectors and reminded us all that 

in 1897, when JJ Thompson  

discovered the electron, he had 

no idea how useful it would  

become. The subsequent  

invention of 

the  

transistor, 

computers 

and the 

ubiquitous 

mobile phone have all come 

from this discovery. Who 

knows what developments 

the discovery of dark matter 

may bring?  Perhaps the high-

light of the lecture, after an 

array of expertly answered 

question from the audience, 

was the opportunity to ask 

Professor Moore further  

questions face-to-face.  

The image shows Alex Girnus 

and William 

Binney from 

Year 12 asking 

Professor 

Moore about 

the possibility of 

string theory 

providing the 

answer to the 

question of 

what dark  

matter is. Her 

knowledge 

across a vast 

tranche of Physics, her ability 

to answer questions at a level 

appropriate to the questioners 

and her obvious enthusiasm 

for Physics were a joy to  

behold.  

 

We look forward to the next 

fascinating lecture. 

 

Mr Hillen 



Page 6 Aspire * Safe  * Prepared  * Independent  * Respectful  * Excellent  

Hello from the PTA  

Our newly reformed PTA is a small but dedicated group of Forest parents and staff representatives who 

hold fundraising and support activities for the school to assist with the provision of resources and  

equipment and the upkeep of facilities. We are a registered charity.  

We hold our meetings the first Monday of the month from 18:30—19:30 in the Sixth Form block at the 

rear of the school.  If you would like to find out more you are very welcome to join us or  email 

pta@forest.academy 

Secretary: Jenny Nunes  Jenny has a son in 

Year 9.  Having studied Hospitality  

Management her  

career has included 

working for a top 

game lodge operator 

in South Africa  

coordinating large 

group bookings and 

related services. In  

addition, she has 

spearheaded the 

growth of weddings at 

the lodges, and was 

responsible for  

sourcing, approving 

and managing service 

providers across the 

various lodges to  

ensure the bride had the most memorable 

day.  

Jenny was fortunate enough to enjoy some 

time as a stay-at-home mom and to fully enjoy 

all aspects of her children's lives. Whilst doing 

this, she turned a passion into a business and 

developed her own photography business that 

specialised in family photo sessions. 

Nothing brings Jenny greater joy than to cater 

and organise special events for family and 

friends. 

In the past Jenny was actively involved in the 

PTA at her daughter’s previous school, 

Save the dates! 

25/11/22 Krispy Creme Donut sale in-school 

02/12/22 PTA Quiz Night (more details to  

follow…) 

and assisted in various projects the school needed 

assistance with. In addition to this, she organised the 

annual Christmas Market that proved to be a  

hugely successful annual event. During her free time 

Jenny enjoys spending time with her husband 

and children, reading a good book or  

dabbling in the kitchen cooking new dishes. 

Jenny hopes to bring her strong organisational 

and co-ordinating skills to support the PTA  

members as they embark on fundraising efforts 

for the school to help improve facilities for the stu-

dents and teachers. 

Treasurer: William Nunes William has a son in Year 

9. 

A FMCG (fast moving and consumer goods) and 

Fresh Food Retail specialist with over 20 years’ 

experience in all aspects of FMCG and Retail in-

dustries. Most notable achievements introducing NTI 

concepts, product ranges 

and streamlined process 

across global markets.  

Having recently moved to 

the UK, William is looking 

forward to being involved 

and supporting the PTA 

help generate funds that 

will enhance the student's 

wellbeing and support 

learning initiatives.  

In his free time he enjoys 

fly fishing, reading,  

cooking and tending his Bonsai trees. 

Introducing... 
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Notices, ads and info... 
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Notices, ads and info... 

Grow a Mo, Save a Bro 

Since 2003 Movember has funded more than 1,250 

men’s health projects around the world, challenging 

the status quo, shaking up men’s health research and 

transforming the way physical and mental health  

services reach and support men. 

 

The men’s health crisis calls for big minds, and big  

solutions. However, 

there is a smaller,  

hairier solution to the men’s health crisis.   A solution that we here can 

grow ourselves and it’s sitting under your nose. 

 

Many of the male teachers here at The Forest have decided to grow 

a Moustache this Movember to raise awareness and funds for the 

cause. It is important that we make our boys aware of how important 

it is to take their health seriously so that together we can stop men 

dying too young. 

 

If you would like to donate please use this link, or our finance team will 

accept cash donations.  Every little helps.  

 

A very heartfelt thank you from Mr Massey and the soon-to-be hairy 

faced staff of The Forest. 

 

 

 

 

My School Fund is an exclusive scheme in association with Sainsbury’s and Argos, to give schools and 

their network of parents, guardians, carers and staff an opportunity to make savings whilst also  

boosting their school’s budget.   

By registering and linking your card, every time you make a purchase with a participating retailer, you 

will receive 2% in cashback rewards on any eligible purchases, and your school will receive 1% too! 

With an increase in the cost of living and the ever-tightening budgets that schools are faced with, 

even the smallest of savings can help make a difference. 

My School Fund is offering parents and teachers a chance to win £100.00 in cashback rewards when 

you sign up and spend £5.00 before the end of November!*  

You can find out more about this here and spread the word to your network to help boost their  

budget, and yours, in time for Christmas.   

https://uk.movember.com/team/2368982?mc=1&utm_medium=share&utm_source=dynamic&utm_campaign=copy-clipboard
https://www.espo.org/msfprizedraw?utm_source=Eastern%20Shires%20Purchasing%20Organisation%20%28ESPO%29&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=13516746_MSF%20Newsletter%20-%20October%202022&dm_i=1JCZ,81PL6,U50D9Y,WXF4Q,1


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As we continue to support students join-

ing us from Ukraine, and those feeling 

the effect from the cost of living, please 

consider donating your pre-loved uni-

form to school?  We would welcome 

anything from the uniform list: blazers, 

jumpers, shirts, trousers, PE kit, Art over-

alls, D&T /Food Tech aprons.   

 

Please bring to main school reception. 

Thank you, your donation will mean the 

world to others. 
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Notices, ads and info... 

Cycle safely, 

wear your 

helmet! 
 

We have been  

notified by a  

member of the  

public that students 

have been seen to 

be cycling to and 

from school without 

wearing their  

helmets, mainly using 

them as an  

accessory for their 

handlebars.    

 

We ask that all  

parents with children 

cycling to school, 

please reiterate the safety of wearing a helmet whilst on 

the roads. If your child does not own a helmet we are  

asking that your child is provided with one as soon as possi-

ble.  

 

The safety of our children is important to us at school and 

we cover the importance of wearing a helmet in our  

assemblies.   

The Immunisation Health Bus will be located at: 

 

Wednesday, 30th November 2022 

Norreys Church, Norreys Avenue,  

Wokingham, RG40 1UU 

 

There will be nurses available who will be able to 

help parents and carers with the following: 

 

 Seek advice/translation services 

 Complete consent forms 

 To receive immunisations for any outstand-

ing school age immunisations 

 

This service is available to all year groups 11-13. 

 

 

Immunisation Health Bus—30th November 2022 
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Notices, ads and info... 

HOW CAN YOU ASSIST THE PTA IN RAISING FUNDS 

FOR THE FOREST SCHOOL?  
 

Raise money simply whilst shopping online. We encourage all parents to link to the below while  

shopping online, to raise donations for Forest at no personal cost. All donations go to the PTA to use for 

various projects and equipment needed by the school. We have accounts with:  

 

Smile Amazon 
SMILE AMAZON  Search for and 

choose Forest School Parent  

Teacher Association. In order to 

create a small donation to the PTA 

account you must login using your Amazon details via smile.amazon.co.uk and shop from this page . 

 

Easyfundraising 
EASY FUNDRAISING  Once you have 

an account set up on  

easyfundraising, you will have the 

option to install our browser  

extension which we call, our  

Donation Reminder.  It will pop up on 

every retailer site where a donation is 

available which means you don’t 

have to remember to come to  

easyfundraising first! Alternatively 

shop directly via their website or their 

app.  

 

 

The Giving Machine  
THE GIVING MACHINE Once you have an ac-

count set up on The Giving Machine, you will 

have the option to install the Shop&Give re-

minder which sits quietly in your web browser as 

an extension. When you search for products 

online, the purple heart icon highlights which 

shops will give for free via TheGivingMachine. If 

you don't use a search engine, you'll be notified 

if the shop is participating in TheGivingMachine 

and prompted to give as you shop. It really is as 

simple as that.  Alternatively shop directly via their website or their app. 

 

 

Raise funds for The Forest whilst you shop, thank you  

https://smile.amazon.co.uk/charity?orig=%2F
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/forestpta/
https://shopandgive.thegivingmachine.co.uk/causes/forest-school-pta/
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Notices, ads and info... 

Get help with cost of living information and advice 

provided by Wokingham Borough Council 
 

Help is available through the council and its partners if you’re struggling with the cost of living. 

 

More people are reaching out than ever before, many who have never had to ask for help.  

Rising energy prices and inflation are impacting more and more families locally. Here’s some of the 

help you can get: 

 

 If your child gets means-tested free school meals apply for the Household Support Fund 

through First Days Children’s Charity (note you can apply for one type of Household  

Support Fund support) 

  

If you’re struggling with bills or buying food apply for the Household Support Fund through 

Age UK Berkshire or Citizens Advice (note you can apply for one type of Household  

Support Fund support) 

  

Go to the cost of living help hub for help and tips open to all 

 Go to the help for families with cost of living advice pages 

 See how you can get help with household bills 

 Register for priority services if you have children aged five or under, you are pregnant or if 

you or a family member is disabled or has a long term health condition  

 See services you can contact directly for help with essentials like food or warm clothes 

 If you’d prefer to talk to someone contact One Front Door. This is a service led by Citizens 

Advice which helps residents find the most appropriate support. Use the online referral 

form or call 0808 278 7958, Monday to Friday.  

And if you’re not struggling but have time and want to help others, see if you could volunteer locally to 

support organisations helping people struggling with the cost of living. 

https://www.firstdays.net/hsf
https://www.firstdays.net/hsf
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/cost-of-living/household-support-fund/?utm_source=schoolsdirect_email&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=cost_of_living_schools_directemail
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/cost-of-living/household-support-fund/?utm_source=schoolsdirect_email&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=cost_of_living_schools_directemail
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/cost-of-living/?utm_source=schoolsdirect_email&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=cost_of_living_schools_directemail
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/cost-of-living/family-and-home/?utm_source=schoolsdirect_email&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=cost_of_living_schools_directemail
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/cost-of-living/household-bills/?utm_source=schoolsdirect_email&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=cost_of_living_schools_directemail
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/cost-of-living/household-bills/priority-services/?utm_source=schoolsdirect_email&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=cost_of_living_schools_directemail
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/cost-of-living/help-with-essentials/?utm_source=schoolsdirect_email&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=cost_of_living_schools_directemail
https://citizensadvicewokingham.org.uk/onefrontdoor
https://citizensadvicewokingham.org.uk/onefrontdoor
tel:0808%20278%207958
http://wokinghamvolunteercentre.org.uk/volunteer/
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