
the weekend on page 

9. 

 

Turning to our Yr11s as 

they once again              

prepare for and sit the 

next round of                 

pre-public exams after 

half term. Take time 

over the break to yes, 

revise but also to relax.   

Check the boys are 

preparing their flash 

cards, mind maps etc 

and not just watching 

videos or staring at a 

page. 

 

Meet your friends, play 

sport, or music jam, it’s 

just as important to your 

preparations. I wish you 

all the very best and 

my door is always open 

for you as it is for any 

other student in the 

school. 

 

Lastly, I wish you all a 

happy, restful and well 

deserved break over 

the half term week and 

look forward to               

welcoming everyone 

back on Monday, 28th 

February 2022.  

 

As always, thank you 

for your continued   

support. Stay safe. 

 

Shirley Austin 

Headteacher 

 IMPORTANT DATES  

 15/02/22 8:30—13:00 Yr7-11 

Immunisations (Round  1) 

 17&18/02/22 Inset Days 

(school closed to                

students except Yr11 RFC 

Geography students) 

 21-25/02/22 Half Term 

 28/02/22 first day back 

after Half Term, all students 

in school 

 28/02/22—11/03/22 Yr11 

Pre-public Exams 

 28/02/22—04/03/22  

Yr10 Reading Tests 

 01/03/22 Yr7 National Offer 

Day 

 03/03/22 08:30—16:00            

Harry Potter Trip 

 07-11/03/22 National              

Careers Week 

 08/03/22—Yr10 OBJECT 

Workshop  

 11/03/22 DofE Bronze & 

Silver Training 

 14-18/03/22—Yr11 6F             

interviews 

 15/03/22—Yr11 Exams Prep 

Evening 

 17/03/22—Yr10-13 Art Trip, 

Kew Gardens 

 21-25/03/22—Yr13 Study 

Leave & Pre-public Exams 

 21/03/22—Yr8 House                

Football 

 22/03/22—Y9&10 House 

Football 

 25/03/22– DofE Silver               

Practice Expedition 

 25/03/22—Yr7 House              

Football  

 01/04/22—6F Induction 

Day (all candidates) 

 04-07/04/22—Yr9 Assess-

ment Week & A2 Art Exams 

 05/04/22—Immunisations 

(Round 2) 

 07/04/22 Last day of Spring 

Term 13:00 dismissal  

 

 

 
 

 

Headteacher's Update 

Forest School partners and suppliers: 

Week B 

 

For the latest school news follow us on: www.forest.academy 

Facebook—The Forest School 

Twitter via:  @ForestWinnersh @ForestSchoolHead @Forest_Sixth @CareersForest @PeForest 

Instagram: forestschoolsport 

Exam Invigilator during 

the summer exam               

period, or offering their 

time to ‘interview’                  

during the Mock                  

Interview Day next 

month. However, we 

need more of you, 

please, and it’s not too 

late to offer your time 

and  support to the 

school.  All the details 

are covered in the 

pages of this newsletter 

and I know the individu-

al members of staff, as I 

do, would very much 

welcome your support. 

 

This week saw our             

gifted musicians take to 

the main hall stage for 

the Spring Music                

Concert (our first school 

event that parents 

have been able to         

attend since Covid).  I 

was truly astounded by 

their  talent and                             

confidence—well done 

boys, you put on a                 

really good show!  See 

music in pictures on 

page 8. 

 

The World Challenge 

Team are also ramping 

up their preparations 

for their trek in Nepal.  It 

looks like their Team 

Leader really put them 

mentally and physically 

through their paces at 

The half term break is 

nearly here and we 

have three school days 

next week before we 

break up on              

Wednesday, 16th                

February.  Please note 

that this is a full school 

day until 15:10. 

 

We reported to our 

Governors this week the 

amazing feedback that 

the boys gave us about 

the extra-curricular 

clubs and activities held          

during the Autumn 

Term.  It is too good not 

to share it with you.  

From cooking to                    

reading, football to            

basketball, STEM maths 

to chess, please see 

pages 2-5 to read 

about how much your 

son(s) enjoy these           

sessions.  Thank you to 

my great team of staff 

who take the time to 

plan and run these 

clubs to stretch and 

challenge the boys,  

enrich their learning in 

the classroom and to 

just have fun, build            

confidence and make 

new friends. 

 

Thank you to those of 

you who have                     

contacted us about: 

joining the 6F Café 

Team, becoming an 
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The Autumn Term was a busy one for the launch of our new extra-curricular clubs and activities offering.  

Mr Hannam asked the Student Voice for their feedback and here’s what they had to say… 

 

 

Clubs and activities feedback 

“Mr Vernon has been really helpful and has inspired 

me to put in the hard work to become a better              

basketball player. He is always really caring and 

wants me to do my very best. The best part of the 

club has been playing with older years and learning 

from them too. I look forward to the club every 

week which helps me to add to my enjoyment of 

school life.”  

Year 9 Student 

Senior Basketball – Mr Vernon 

 

“I love playing the piano, and the music 

band has been really good fun. It has 

boosted my skills and confidence as a 

musician. Mrs Hicks has been so helpful 

to everyone in the club. Myself and the 

others truly appreciate Mrs Hicks setting 

up the club and giving us this                  

opportunity. We have all benefitted 

from all that playing music can give. I 

am excited about future plans for Forest 

music and being able to continue my 

development.” Year 8 Student 

Music Band – Mrs Hicks 

“Before joining this club I never really                

enjoyed chess, I actually thought it was 

quite boring. However, I now realise I was 

completely wrong. I now think of chess as 

being fun and challenging. I have played 

against people I never would have thought 

I would have including teachers. Mr Massey 

has done a great job with this club and  

inspiring us to challenge ourselves and          

others.”  

Year 7 Student 

Maths / Chess Club – Mr Massey 

“We are all indebted to Mr Jackman for 

the time and energy he gives us. Mr 

Jackman is always willing to support us 

and challenge us to arrive at our own 

solutions to the possible problems we 

face. It is extremely reassuring to have 

such a good listener looking out for us 

and we do appreciate all he does for 

us.”  

Year 13 Student 

Economics Club – Mr Jackman 

“Mrs T’s Maths STEM club has been really 

helpful because it shows us how Maths 

STEM can be seen in everyday life. By 

giving us projects, we are learning how 

to use maths in practical ways. Planning 

holiday bookings and destinations was good fun and helped us to understand how important                  

organisation is. We are currently making a prototype of our own APP which has been exciting to 

work on. Mrs T always gives us fun and challenging projects to do.” Year 8 Student 

Maths STEM Club – Mrs “T” (Thiagarajan) 
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“Mr McNeill has provided extra opportunities for 

me in the club. He has helped me with past                    

papers from exam boards and has inspired me to 

think like a Mathematician. I have really benefitted 

from being in the club and I can see the ways it 

has helped me to improve my maths. I have found 

the club so inspiring and I am grateful we can 

stretch ourselves in a club like this.”  

Year 7 Student 

Maths Club – Mr McNeill 

“Mr Clark, Mr Vernon 

and Mr Taplin have all 

helped to run the foot-

ball club in the Dome 

after school. They 

have all helped me 

and others to become 

better footballers and 

we are very grateful 

for that. Myself and 

the others have bene-

fitted from being able 

to play and 

train to-

gether af-

ter Covid 

restrictions 

have 

stopped us 

for so long. 

The best bit 

has been 

holding 

onto the 

memory of 

my last mi-

nute win-

ner.” Year 9 

Football 

Club  

“Thank you Mrs Briggs for all 

the mornings you have giv-

en to us at the club to help 

us with cooking. I really 

have benefitted from your 

club because now I can 

cook breakfast for my family 

once a week, and they ap-

preciate that. I am also becoming more independent and make my 

own breakfasts, from time to time.” Year 8 Student 

Bakery and Festive Cook-

ing  Club – Mrs Briggs “The year 10 rugby team are extremely 

grateful to Mr Eaglesham for running the 

club and for being so encouraging. The 

whole team have benefitted from the 

training and the advanced skills practices. 

We were able to put all of this to good use 

in our fixtures which we have really missed 

during Covid restrictions. The best part has 

been beating Little Heath for the second 

time to progress to the finals. Revenge felt 

good! Mr Vernon was always willing to take 

the club when Mr Eaglesham was away on 

a different fixture. We all appreciated this 

commitment to us.” Year 10 Student 

Year 10 Rugby Club – Mr Eaglesham 

“In the Art Club I have had a lot of fun 

drawing Islamic Art, portraits and photog-

raphy. Mrs Aves is always really kind and 

helpful with her ideas and support. I have 

appreciated the opportunities to practice 

a subject I really enjoy outside of the usual 

timetable.”  Year 8 Student 

Art & Photography Club – Mrs Aves 

Don’t forget, the new Spring Term clubs and activities listings 

have been published on the school website.  Click this link to 

see what you can get involved in 

http://www.forest.wokingham.sch.uk/376/extra-curricular-clubs-

activities-2  It’s never too late to join! 

http://www.forest.wokingham.sch.uk/376/extra-curricular-clubs-activities-2
http://www.forest.wokingham.sch.uk/376/extra-curricular-clubs-activities-2


 
“I have really enjoyed the swimming club because I am 

being taught by Mr Hannam. I am now improving and 

feel so much more confident in the water. At the end of 

a long school day when my brain is aching, it really helps 

me to relax and enjoy the company of my new friends. 

Going to the swimming club is definitely one of the             

highlights of my school week.” Year 7 Student 

Junior and Senior Swimming Clubs – Mr Hannam 

“Mr Price has been excellent in                

coaching me and the players in rugby 

and football. He makes me feel like I 

should never give up no matter how 

tough it gets. As a late starter to the 

school, the team work was excellent 

and that really helped me to settle into 

my new school. I really do look forward 

to the club and playing with my new 

friends. I feel I have settled in perfectly.”  

Year 7 Rugby and Football Club – Mr 

Price  

“Mrs Abdalla allows us to do all 

sorts of fun science experiments. 

In this club I have been able to 

experience lots of different experiments that we may not have had the chance to 

do in lessons. This has helped me to realise just how cool Science is and this has 

helped my understanding and enjoyment of Science. Mrs Abdalla always gets us to 

have an enquiring mind and try to figure out solutions to problems. Year 8 Student 

Science Club – Mrs Abdalla 

“Mrs Quinion has helped me a lot since I came to the               

Forest. I really enjoy Reading 

Buddies with the Sixth Form 

older students. They help me to 

understand words I have no 

idea about and to understand 

what they mean. My reading 

has improved and I am now 

getting better marks on my test 

on the book. The very best bit 

is that I’ve got someone to 

read to because at home I 

have no one I can read to.”  

Year 7 Student 

Library Support and Reading 

Buddies Club – Mrs Quinion 
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“Thank you Mrs Ciccazzo for               

teaching me Italian and for giving 

up so much of your time. Thank you 

for helping me and supporting me 

to learn another language and to 

share your love of languages. I think 

it is great that you are also teaching 

other teachers. You are a great 

teacher, thank you.” 

Year 8 Italian Language Club – Mrs 

Ciccazzo 

Clubs and Activities feedback 



 

“The Culture                   

Vulture Club has 

been great fun 

and Mrs Urwin has 

helped me with 

suggestions that 

will help me to 

improve my              

English writing. I 

love going to the 

club because I 

really enjoy                

everything we do 

there. It has 

helped my               

confidence with 

writing and it is 

one of the best 

bits of my school 

time. Mrs Urwin is 

always so                         

encouraging.”  

Year 7  Student 

Culture Vulture 

English Club – 

Miss Urwin 

“Mrs Ciccazzo has helped us all by improving 

how we write. Miss has also taught us 

important grammatical skills we can use 

in other subjects. I have, and I am sure 

the others in the club have learned so 

much. I can see the improvement in my 

writing. The club has also given me the 

chance to socialise with other students I 

wouldn’t otherwise have seen. The club 

has been lots of fun and we really               

appreciate Mrs Ciccazzo for all she 

does for us.” Year 8 Student 

Language / Linguistic / Journalistic Club 

– Mrs Ciccazzo 

“I would like to 

thank Mrs 

Gouws for all 

she’s done at 

the Robotics 

club. She has 

helped                          

immensely with 

our coding skills 

and has always 

supported us 

with our ideas, 

even the crazy 

ones! From  

football             

matches to an 

obstacle course, 

I’ve constantly 

made new skills 

and formed a 

strong bond 

with other               

students. The 

best of it all was 

the obstacle 

course which was so challenging and required all we had learnt 

to accomplish the challenge.” Year 7 Student 

Robotics and Coding Club – Mrs Gouws 

“When I go to the meet 

and greet club it helps 

me to stay happy and 

feel less stressed. Mrs               

Wilmoth and the other 

members of staff are very 

helpful with homework 

and keeping me                        

organised and                              

motivated. Having kind and supportive people to help 

me makes school much more enjoyable.” Year 7 Student 

SEN Meet and Greet Club – Mrs Willmoth 
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Don’t forget, the new Spring Term clubs and activities listings 

have been published on the school website.  Click this link to 

see what you can get involved in 

http://www.forest.wokingham.sch.uk/376/extra-curricular-clubs-

activities-2  It’s never too late to join! 

http://www.forest.wokingham.sch.uk/376/extra-curricular-clubs-activities-2
http://www.forest.wokingham.sch.uk/376/extra-curricular-clubs-activities-2
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We are looking forward 

to celebrating World 

Book Day after half term! 

World Book Day 2022 falls 

on Thursday the 3rd of 

March; many of our Y7 

students will be visiting 

the Harry Potter Studios 

and pupils will explore the 

joy of reading in lessons, 

in the Library and during 

their Literacy sessions.  

Throughout the week, the 

English Department will 

also be holding a Book 

Sale to enable the boys 

to get their hands on 

more great literature. If 

you have any books 

which you would like to 

donate we would                 

certainly welcome them. 

Please encourage your 

son to give any book      

donations to their English 

teacher.  

Thank you, and happy 

reading! 

A very big thank you to those who 

have already offered their time on 

Wednesday, 9th March 2022 but we 

still need more of you, please!   

 

If you are able to give some time to 

‘interview’ Year 10 and selected 

Year 13 students and offer them 

feedback, top tips and skills to get 

the job please contact Miss                         

Whitethread via swhite-

thread@forest.academy for more 

information and to volunteer. 

 

We will welcome you from any                       

profession, current or retired, to help 

Forest students with this valuable life 

skill.   

 

Thank you. 

Year 10 &13 Mock Interview Day—9th March 

2022.  Last call for volunteers! 

New look Sports Website is launched 

The new Sports Website includes a calendar of current and forthcoming 

fixtures, venues, results, match stats and school contacts.  PE are                 

gradually developing the site to include match photos, team sheets 

and Inter-House competitions. 

 

The link to the website can be found from both the Parents and Students 

drop down menu’s on the main school website or click here. 

  

Everything you need all in one place :0) 

 

http://www.forest.wokingham.sch.uk/1642/sports-website-1
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Being a                       

volunteer exam 

invigilator… 
 

“I've been a volunteer                     

invigilator at The Forest now 

since the 2018 exam season.  I'm self employed 

and not full-time so thought this is something I can 

easily fit into my schedule.    

 

Initially, I was quite nervous but full training is given 

to meet the JCQ conditions.  It isn't as daunting as 

you'd think it might be.  It's not just about watching 

out for any malpractice but to be there to assist 

with anything that might arise.  It's especially                    

rewarding when you're thanked by the                           

candidates at the end of the exam and you feel 

like you may have shared a smile of                                     

encouragement.  

 

You only need to offer to help at any sessions that 

suit you and any help is greatly appreciated by the 

staff.  It would be such a waste of their valuable 

time to cover the exam timetable so please do                       

volunteer”.   

 

Mrs Nicola Tivey (volunteer) 

 

Please would you be able to help us?  We are 

looking for volunteer invigilators to cover the 

summer exam period.  Here’s a little of what the 

role will cover: 

 

 To conduct examinations in accordance 

with JCQ and awarding body regulations 

during the May and June examination  

period 

 Provide vigilant supervision of candidates 

while they are sitting examinations 

 Report to the Exams Officer  

 To keep examination materials secure in 

line with regulations 

 To complete exam room administration 

 To assist candidates 

 Full training given 

 

For more information, or to register interest 

please contact Ms C Farr, Exams Officer via 

cfarr@forest.academy 

We are currently recruiting for… 

 

1. Learning Support Assistant 

 

If you would like to be considered or 

know  anyone who would be interested 

please take a look at the job descrip-

tions and adverts on the school website 

click this link and complete and return 

the necessary application forms. 

 

Come and be part of our Forest family! 

Get into Teaching... 

http://www.forest.wokingham.sch.uk/400/staff-vacancies
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Forest makes 

music at the 

Spring  

Concert On 

Wednesday evening 

students from year 

groups right across the 

school, 7—13,                  

delivered a range 

of stunning                       

performances of 

song and                       

instrumental pieces.                 

Forest certainly has 

got talent, and not 

just on the playing 

field... 
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World 

Challenge 

Team are 

put through 

their paces 

Last weekend, the 

World Challenge 

team came                 

together to meet 

their Expedition 

Leader; Glyn.  The 

team had a busy 

and exciting day full 

of dancing, yoga, 

team building 

games, as well as 

being informed 

about what to                  

expect from our           

upcoming trek.  

Here they are doing 

a spontaneous push 

up challenge! 

 

The team are off to 

Nepal in July for a 

month and their 

time there will                 

include: trekking the 

Himalayas, helping 

in a community                   

project, visiting    

monkey temples, 

white water rafting 

(eek!) and much 

more…  If you would 

like to support their 

fundraising efforts 

please get in touch 

with Miss Smith via 

rsmith1@forest. 

academy.   

 

Be part of the  

Challenge! 

Nepal 2022 
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Calling all Year 12s... 

We are looking for Year 12                   

students to join our fantastic sixth 

form café team. 

 

You will be required to work in the 

café during break and lunchtimes, 

Monday to Friday.  Duties include: 

serving food and drinks, cleaning 

tables and  helping towards the 

smooth running of the Café. 

 

If you are interested in volunteering 

either come and see Mrs Beeton in 

the sixth form or send an email to                                 

kbeeton@forest.academy. 

 

As a thank you, you can claim a 

free drink from the Café for every 

session worked and we will                     

provide you with a reference for 

future use. You can also put this on 

your Ucas application (Personal 

Statement). 

 

All students who volunteer will be 

considered for paid evening and 

weekend work. 

Contacts 

Admissions for sixth form (2021 or 

2022): 

sixthform@forest.academy 

Absence:  

kbeeton@forest.academy 

Head of Sixth Form:  

ncollins@forest.academy 

Year 12 Tutors: 

sallen@forest.academy 

rhindle@forest.academy 

Year 13 Tutors: 

dturner@forest.academy 

slaine@forest.academy 

abobbo@forest.academy 

dcheetham@forest.academy 

Careers: 

sjackman@forest.academy 

 

 

 

CAN YOU SPARE 4 HOURS 
PER WEEK? 

We are looking for volunteers to join 
our fantastic sixth form café team. 

 

Duties include serving food and 
drinks, cleaning tables and helping 
towards the smooth running of  the 

café. 

If  you are interested in volunteering, 
please contact Kirsty Beeton on  
0118 978 1626 ext 3006 or email                                  

kbeeton@forest.academy 

Working hours would be from 
10:30am to 1:30 pm. As a thank 

you, a café meal deal (sandwich, 
drink and snack will be provided 

every time you help 

Forest 6 News  

Café@6  
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The Forest School and SCiTT partnership 
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For further information and to book... 

Email: ltrcoach1@gmail.com 

http://www.henleyrowingclub.co.uk/admin/ 

 

Learn to row at Henley Rowing Club 

mailto:ltrcoach1@gmail.com
http://www.henleyrowingclub.co.uk/admin/
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For further information and to book... 

https://readingrockets.co.uk/ 

Reading Rockets Half Term Basketball Camps 

https://readingrockets.co.uk/

