
 0903/23 Y7 Parents Even-

ing 16:00—19:00 

 14/03/23 Y11 Exams Prep 

Evening 18:30—19:30 

 15&16/03/23 Proposed 

Industrial Action Days by 

the NEU 

 17/03/23 DofE Bronze & 

Silver Training day (in 

school) 

 23/03/23  Y10 Maths Trip 

to Wellington College  

 24/03/23 6F External Stu-

dents Induction Day / PTA 

Quiz & Curry Night 18:00—

21:00 

 27-30/03/23 Y11 GCSE Art 

& Photography Exams 

 29/03/23 Mock Interview 

Day  

 30/03/23 Y13 Film Studies 

Trip to BFI, London 

 30/03/23 Spring Term 

ends.  Early finish, students 

dismissed @ 13:00 

 31/03/23 INSET Day.  

School closed to staff and 

students 

 17/04/23 Summer Term 

starts. School open to all 

staff and students 8:45am 

registration  

 17-21/04/23 Y10 Assess-

ment Week 

 18-20/04/23 Y13 A Level 

Art & Photography Exams 

 19/04/23—6F Induction 

Day & Y7 Spelling Bee 

 20/04/23 Y8 Parents Even-

ing 16:00—19:00 

 24-28/04/23 Y12 Assess-

ment Week 

 26/04/23 Y6 Welcome 

Day 

 28/04/23 Y8 Spelling Bee 

 KEY DATES 

 

Headteacher's Update 

Forest School partners and suppliers: 

 

Year 8 & 9 will all need to bring their 

PE kit. We expect full attendance from 

these year groups. 

 Year 7, 10 & 12 students will need 

to remain at home. We are asking 

that they use the day to prepare 

mind maps, flashcards and other  

revision material to support them in 

their ongoing preparation for the  

upcoming exams. They should also be 

using their online toolkits to support 

this work.  

 Year 10 RFC Academy players will 

come to school on both days and 

have lessons all day. 

 

You all know that ,one year ago, the 

war started in the Ukraine and the 

'medieval claws' of imperialism  

started digging into the soul of this 

sovereign country and its people. We 

have been fortunate to welcome 

some  

Ukrainian  

students last 

year and to 

offer some 

'normality' in 

the form of education. Bruno  

Catalan's sculpture, 'Les  

Voyageurs' (The Travelers)  

communicates powerfully how our 

students and their families must be 

feeling....   

 

Lastly, please don’t forget we have 

an INSET Day on Friday, 31st March 

2023.  The school will be closed to 

staff and students.  We will finish the 

Spring Term on Thursday, 30th March 

2023 @ 13:00.   

Shirley Austin, Headteacher 

Last week saw the second day of 

the NEU strike action with a  

substantial number of teachers off 

school, but I am pleased that we 

managed to remain open and  

support our students and their  

families.  Y11&13 completed their 

scheduled pre-public exams, took 

part in PE moderation activities,  

rehearsed for the upcoming  

Shakespeare Festival and attended 

normal lessons or revised in the 

Study Hall.  All students were  

excellent throughout the day! 

 

Turning to the proposed days next 

week a letter has been sent to you 

today explaining the arrangements 

but just to highlight: 

Wednesday, 15th March 2023 

 All Year 7, 10, 11 & 13 students 

should arrive in school at the normal 

time, 8:45am. Their teachers will 

meet them on the playground. Year 

7, 10 & 11 will all need to bring their 

PE kit. We expect full  

attendance from these year groups. 

 Year 8, 9 & 12 students will need 

to remain at home. We are asking 

that they use the day to prepare 

mind maps, flashcards and other 

revision material to support them in 

their ongoing preparation for the 

upcoming exams. They should also 

be using their online toolkits to  

support this work.  

Thursday, 16th March 2023 

 All Year 8, 9, 11 & 13 students 

should arrive in school at the normal 

time, 8:45am. Their teachers will 

meet them on the playground.  

For the latest school news follow us on: www.forest.academy 

Facebook—The Forest School 

Twitter via:  @ForestWinnersh @ForestSchoolHead @Forest_Sixth @CareersForest @PeForest 

Instagram: forestschoolsport 
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Celebrating World Book Day 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finally, World Book Day is helping to  

celebrate the 20th anniversary of Cressida 

Cowell’s How to Train Your Dragon with a 

truly magical prize. One lucky winner will 

have the chance to go on a 3-day family 

trip to Soltau in Germany to stay at Heide 

Park, the theme park that is home to an  

entire land based around How to Train Your 

Dragon .  The competition is open to  

children aged 3-18 click this link for details 

on how enter and full terms and conditions.   
  

In honour of World 

Book Day, the  

mid-year book prizes 

are awarded to the 

students who have 

the highest word 

count in their year 

group. This year,  

congratulations go to 

the following students 

who, between them, 

have read 7,735,185 

words and taken 94 

quizzes: 

 

Harry M Y7  

Zubayed A - Y8 

Hasan H - Y9 

Are pictured with Mrs 

Ciccazzo as she is 

head of KS3 

 

Well done to all three! 

 

The full year competition continues and the  

Reading Trophy will be awarded in July for the  

student who has read the most across Y7, 8 and 9.  

 

For the first time the vouchers have been sent out 

via Edulink to all Y7-11 students.  The vouchers  

entitle students to a free World Book Day £1 book 

or £1 off a full price book or audiobook.  The  

barcode on the token can be scanned on a  

mobile phone or tablet, alternatively the voucher 

can be printed out.  The vouchers are valid until 

26th March.  Please remind your students to  

redeem them before this date.  Boys will be able 

to swap their tokens for books such as these: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.worldbookday.com/howtotrainyourdragon/
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Year 8 deliver inspirational speeches 

This term, the boys in Y8 have been developing 

their oracy skills by analysing inspirational  

speeches and they needed to write their own 

speeches.  

 

The boys have been asked to choose a topic they 

feel passionate about and they wrote their own 

speeches, which were presented in front of their 

teachers. My colleagues and I have been 

amazed by the content of their speeches, by the 

confidence in which they delivered it and, most 

importantly, by 'desires of their hearts'. We have 

learned from them too.  

 

In the assembly, Sai Soni  delivered his speech 

from memory; he was confident, passionate, clear 

and purposeful - we were all so proud of him.  

 

In this newsletter, I am sharing some of the 

speeches with you. They were written and  

delivered by: Sai Sony, Reuben Malabon, Aarav 

Rathi and Zibo Guo 

 

Mrs Ciccazzo 

 

The Terrifying War in Ukraine  
by Sai Soni 8E 
 

This is all wrong! I shouldn’t be here - explaining 

the sadness in Ukraine. But I have to do it - in order 

to spread awareness. 

 

Aren't you sick, tired and worried by the conflict in 

Ukraine? 80% of the people agree that this  

horrendous, heart-braking and menacing war 

should end right now! The 20% is Putin and his  

fellow friends - killing poor, innocent people who 

have nothing to do with it! HOW DARE THEY! A 

Ukraine defender once said, “ I’m standing in  

solidarity with everyone in Ukraine who is affected 

by this attack and with our global community who 

is calling for an immediate end to this violence.” I 

have specifically chosen this effective quote  

because I loved the way this passionate person 

said, ‘an immediate end to this violence.’ This got 

me pumped so much that I wanted to go up to 

this person of notoriety (Putin) and tell him what he 

has done to this country and their homes: cracked 

windows, demolished roofs, ruined gardens and 

memorable, sad pictures broken. Did you know 

that nearly 5,000 houses have been destroyed? 

This is bad and it's breaking apart people’s lives in 

Ukraine. Near enough 1,000,000 people have died 

and 15,000 are missing! 

 

I’m sick, tired and worried by this war and you 

should be too. 

 

Oh, I wish this disturbing conflict could end right 

now! 

 

Oh, I wish these poor people didn’t die! 

 

Oh, I wish there was no such meaning of war! 

 

THIS SHOULD STOP NOW! It is affecting innocent 

lives and separating families - in specific, some 

family members are fighting in the war whilst their 

loved ones have left the country in order to  

survive… A person called Valentina, who lives in 

Ukraine, was forced to flee with her two young 

children. Her son cried as they crossed the  

border, as they’d had to leave her husband  

behind - isn’t that heart-breaking?  Even the  

children's education has been ruined due to the  

infrastructure heavily damaged: demolished 

walls, broken bricks everywhere, tons of smoke 

and soiled rooms! Just speaking this to you gives 

me goosebumps and I’m sure many of you  

today are somewhat feeling the same… just  

imagine how the families over there are feeling!!! 

Just imagine how the Ukrainian soldiers are  

feeling!  Just imagine how Zelensky (the President 

of Ukraine) must be feeling - to take control of his 

country,  which has now been broken into  

pieces. 

 

We must now all come together and support 

Ukraine to our best ability. We can do this by  

setting up charities, helping families that have 

come from Ukraine to the UK and welcoming 

them with open arms. 

 

Home  
by Reuben Malabon 

 

Home. What is home to you? A gathering point, 

sanctuary or something you take for granted? 

Over 227,000 people struggle to find a home or 

shelter from the rain. You may have been  

surprised by what I just said and, to be truthful, I 

was as well. I used to turn my eye away from the 

homeless but now I have realised the situation 

these people are in, and in such a rich country. 

It’s devastating. 
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One in 300 people are without a safe place to 

stay. Just think about that. That could be 2  

people at our school who struggle to get housing. 

Before Christmas I was walking through  

Wokingham town and noticed a mother with 2 

young daughters whose faces were as skinny as 

sticks. It was my turning point. From then on I  

realised the tragedies that are happening in our 

country. 

 

Many people think we should not help the  

homeless, but they are just distracted by  

stereotypes. One of these reasons is that it will 

cost too much money, but this could not be  

further from the truth. Many others argue that 

they shouldn’t get help because they got  

themselves into the situation so they should get 

themselves out of it. This is only correct in some 

situations, but many could have had bad parents 

or could have been robbed or abused and left 

pregnant. 

 

There are many reasons why we should help the 

homeless, and one of them is the loop that these 

people are in. When a child is born into  

homelessness they only have a 43% chance of 

breaking the cycle and finding a permanent 

place to stay. But we can go even further to 

guarantee that they will break the loop. This can 

be achieved by donating money so that people 

have the resources to get out of homelessness. 

 

We should also help them because they are  

humans too and everyone has the right to shelter. 

Homeless people, despite the past, still deserve 

another chance. Some of these homeless may 

be really genuine people with very good ideas 

and sharp minds. 

 

The last major reason we should help the  

homeless is that with homelessness there is a large 

amount of drugs and violence. This is more  

common than you may think, as over 60% of 

homeless people are involved in crime or gangs. 

Many gangs target the homeless as they are 

aware that the homeless are in need of a family 

and will do anything to get one. 

 

In conclusion, we cannot ignore the devastating 

effects that homelessness has on people or on 

society as a whole. The lack of adequate housing 

not only jeopardises a person’s physical health 

and safety but also their mental wellbeing and 

sense of belonging. The ripple effects of  

homelessness extend far beyond the individual and 

can strain social services, hinder economic growth 

and make the cycle of poverty live forever. 

 

We must recognise that homelessness is not just a 

failing, but a systematic issue that requires a more 

comprehensive and compassionate response. Let 

us work together towards a society where  

everyone has a safe and secure place to call 

home, a society where no-one is left behind or  

forgotten. 

 

Chess  
by Aarav Rathi 
 

Let me ask you a question, have you heard of a 

game called chess? 

 

I would like to tell you about why you should play 

chess. You might be wondering that chess is a 

game for nerds or smart people, but the truth will 

shock you. The only requirement that is needed to 

play chess is access to the internet, which I am sure 

you all have. You can easily go onto an online 

chess website and start playing. 

 

But now let's get into the details. Multiple studies 

held by qualified doctors have shown that chess 

has proven to improve cognitive memory and 

maths skills and give us all something that we need, 

patience. I know that this is true as when I started 

my chess career I had to be patient and learn to 

use time wisely. 

 

Despite all the mental benefits of this , chess is also 

accepted as a token of merit in many universities 

and colleges, so excelling in this game could very 

well give you a good shot for higher education. 

Evidence is there to show that 78% of people who 

play chess and have achieved a considerable  

level are university graduates with incomes over 

£120,000 

 

Chess was a game changer for me, it mentally and 

emotionally changed the way I think, adapting me 

to be resilient and never give up. It is another world 

made up of 64 squares, where who you are 

doesn’t matter. Chess enables you to enter a flow 

state, or what people might refer to as ‘The Zone’, 

this is when you are completely absorbed into 

whatever you are doing and your concentration 

amplifies. Chess can make you abstract minded, 

give you inner peace, and grant you the key to 

unlock your true potential. 
 

The game is a hidden beauty, a gem waiting to be 

discovered. Every game you play is different, its 
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diversity makes it unpredictable, preparing you for 

the worst. One thing that adds to its beauty is the 

fact that it is timeless, it can be traced back 1500 

years. Every single move that you play has already 

been discovered and studied, yet the randomness 

of your opponent's move always bewilders you. 

There are 1,327 openings in chess, there are fa-

mous ones, infamous ones, strategic ones, random 

ones, and each one of them has a personal link 

with you. When you link yourself with the game you 

start to love it, and it loves you like no other. 

 

 It is not a game where winning is necessary , and 

losing does not mean you are substandard, loss or 

a win or a draw, you will always learn something 

from your game.  

 

It is a passion , a choice, not a subject, not s 

something you should be forced to do. I am here 

just to convey the 1500 year beauty. It is your 

choice to take the red pill, and enter the world of 

chess, or take the blue pill and go back to your 

ordinary life. 

 

A speech to make you love 

maths by Zibo Guo 

 

When I say musicians, you may think of Mozart, 

Beethoven and Bach. When I say writers, you 

might think of Charles Dickens, Jane Austen and 

Leo Tolstoy. When I say artist, you might think of 

Picasso, Da Vinci or Van Gogh. When I say  

scientists, you might think of Einstein, Steven Hawk-

ings and Charles Dickens. When I say  

mathematicians, many would simply turn speech-

less.  

 

Mathematics is a subject both loved and hated, 

some research shows that this subject is both the 

most and least favoured subject. One can find 

people that find maths easy and boring whilst  

others find maths difficult and frustrating.  

Essentially, maths-lovers are all alike; every maths-

hater hates maths in their own way. However, the 

truth is that many more people find maths difficult 

than easy. It might be because of a period when 

you missed school, or it might be the  

misconceptions formed when learning, both of 

which lead to you falling behind. I was once a  

person who found mathematics, not necessarily 

boring, but not as interesting as all the other  

subjects like science, history or music. However, I 

became a maths-lover and it probably would  

become my future career. How did this  

transformation happen, though? Let us look at 

what benefits maths has for you. According to 

research, mathematics is one of the most  

popular A-level options. It gives you a bright  

future. Maths degrees are versatile, beneficial 

and powerful. You may take maths for a law 

degree, engineering degree or medicine. 

Maths would train your critical thinking skills, 

problem solving skills and discipline. 

 

Also, maths is useful. Experts say, and it is quite 

obvious, that without this powerful tool, you 

won’t be able to use electricity, come to school 

or live in your house. All the constructions  

nowadays require calculations. Maths took us 

into deep oceans, it took us into bright skies and 

it took us into vast space. How could you then 

not thank all the mathematicians who devoted 

their lives to one subject, which remains to most 

people, unknown? 

On the other hand, if we look at those who fall 

in love with this applicable subject, typically the 

mathematicians, they have a particular yet  

peculiar passion to pure maths, the maths that 

seems like a useless game. These people are 

rare, only 50,000 people take a maths course 

per year. Why are they interested in a “useless” 

game? The answer is simple, elegance,  

elegance and elegance. This beauty and  

delicacy within this subject. It is science, but 

more than that, it is a form of art. Gauss, a  

renowned mathematician once said, “The  

enchanting charms of this sublime science, 

mathematics, reveal only its secrets to those 

who have the courage to go deeply into it. 

True, only the ones with courage to dive into this 

sublimity can see the intricacies behind the 

seemingly random patterns of prime numbers. 

Only the ones with courage can see the  

complexity and simplicity of self-similar shapes 

called fractals. Only the ones with courage can 

see the link between the Fibonacci sequence 

and the number of petals on a flower. Only the 

ones with courage can appreciate an equation 

with the most natural constant, the imaginary 

kind of number and the famous but mysterious . 

These beauty can only be found by the coura-

geous, so is the hidden joy and excitement  

within them. It is you who must take the first step. 

You must take the first step into this mysterious, 

magical and magnificent world. Embrace 

mathematics and she will embrace you. Hence, 

that is why, in front of anyone and everyone, I 

am delighted to say, I love mathematics! 
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UKMT 2023—sum great results! 

On Wednesday, 1st February, 81 students took part in the UKMT  

Intermediate Maths Challenge.  It is a 60-minute, multiple-choice  

challenge.  It encourages mathematical reasoning, precision of 

thought, and fluency in using basic mathematical techniques to solve 

interesting problems.  The problems on the Challenge are designed to 

make students think.  To recognise the highest performances in the 

Challenge, the top-scoring 50% of participants are awarded Bronze, 

Silver and Gold certificates in the ration 3:2:1.  Congratulations  to the 

following students on their achievements (BiY—best in year) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gold Certificate  

Recipients 

 

Zibo Guo  

Calum Wild  (BiY) 

Bernard Wu  

Jake Myers (BiY) 

Silver Certificate  

Recipients  

 

Chit Keon Cheng (BiY) 

Vasudevan Venkatraman 

(BiY) 

Ian Leung 

Joseph Bastiman-Davies 

Reuben Schofield 

Kian Howard 

Isaac Chow 

Jeff Lee 

Tanish Kukde 

Aaron Duesbury 

Ethan Lobato 

Arthur Leung 

Ruben Brandon 

Yuto Fung 

Cameron Preston 

James Minter 

Ewan Bolt 

Jaiveer Bhatti 

Isaac Hodgson 

James Bull 

Martin Dam 

Toby Atkins 

 

 

Bronze Certificate  

Recipients 

 

Talin Patel 

Kuruvadi Tanav Sridhar 

Oscar Knight 

Lewis McMenemy 

Mikolaj Klotz 

Syed Hussaini 

Matty O’Connor 

Alex Roberts 

Yaseen Malick 

Dennis Tsui 

Jack White 

Ferose Umar Mohamed 

Sam Bellman 

Jake Tse 

Ibrahim Choudhury 

Zak Wild 

Tunir Sarkar 

Ashray Modi 
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Y11 Footballers on the road to finals! 

This week saw our Year 11 Footballers won their National Cup semi final 8-1 VS Buckswood School.  Goals 

were scored by Verrell x 2, Ejiro x 2, Luke, Josh and Tyler. Man of the match Ollie Stephenson.  

 

This talented group of young men have played tremendous football all year for both club and school, 

we should be very proud of them and their achievements.  They have done the PE department, the 

school and themselves proud!  

 

Winning the final last year was a fantastic day for the school, lets hope we can do it again this year.  
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Y12s get a lesson on innovation 

TeenTech and Microsoft are partnering to deliver 

these innovation days to schools and students.  

Seven Year 12 Computer Science students visited 

Microsoft Headquarters on Tuesday to take part in 

a fantastic opportunity to learn from healthcare 

and medical professionals 

about the challenges, and 

then dived-deep into exciting 

technology that students can 

use to help tackle these  

problems, including Machine 

Learning and Artificial  

Intelligence, Virtual  

Reality, Augmented  

Reality and Mixed  

Reality, Data Science, Internet 

of Things and Sensors,  

Robotics, and more. 

 

Students had an opportunity 

to speak to experts from  

companies such as Microsoft 

(HoloLens), Nuance (Voice 

Recognition) and Kainos 

(Artificial Intelligence).  As you 

can see in these photos, the 

students had a lot of fun looking at a 3D model of a 

heart using Microsoft HoloLens.  It is 

mixed-reality technology, which is a 

blend of virtual and actual reality.  

 

After lunch students worked in groups 

on their own innovations using  

technology and data to improve  

Patient Safety in the UK.  We looked at 

high-risk industries such as aviation and 

cyber security, the use of technology 

and how candid reporting has made 

major improvements. 

 

Questions that students were  

considering:  How could better use of 

data, AI, and Machine Learning have 

a similar impact on patient safety?  

Our students did not disappoint as 

they pitched their ideas to industry  

experts afterwards and I can report 

that nobody got fired!  Students will continue to 

build and develop their ideas with and will be  

assigned industry mentors to assist them through 

the process.  They will submit their plans at the end 

of March to the TeenTech Awards and hopefully 

get invited to take part in the finals.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The day was a great success and 

the students left feeling inspired and 

motivated to use technology to 

make a difference in the world. 
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What’s been happening in Drama? 

Coming up... 

Thursday, 23rd March 2023—Y7 performance 

by The Propeller Theatre Company of ‘Pocket 

Dream’, an adaptation of Shakespeare’s ‘A 

Midsummer Night's Dream’ 

 

Sunday, 19th March LAMDA HQ visit—students 

are busy preparing and completing their  

pre-public exams with Mrs Warren and we wish 

them well as they make their way to LAMDA 

HQ 

 

Shakespeare Drama Festival Thursday, 6th July 

2023 (save the date!)—Y7 Auditions are starting 

next week for our annual Festival on the Field.  

Students are busy learning lines for this and we 

wish them all the best. 

 

 

Club news 

Technical Theatre Club will start after the Easter 

Break to support all things technical in the  

preparation up to the Shakespeare Drama  

Festival.  

 

LAMDA club will take a break during the summer 

term in order to gain results and certificates.  It will  

resume in September 2023. 
 

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

Class work 

 

Year 7 students have been exploring key 

ideas around non verbal communication 

through exploration of Commedia del’  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Art’e stock characters, using key physical 

skills to express feelings and thoughts.  

Along with attempting the comical  

elements. 
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After learning about the  

process of conscription, Year 8 

students have been working hard in creating naturalistic 

scenes on being called up to war. The boys have dug the 

trenches with the use of Physical Theatre Skills, used WW1 

background sound effects in creating atmosphere and are 

looking forward to creating ‘Going over the top’ scenes 

using Mime and Slow motion skills. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Joel is modelling his Mask that 

he designed and made for 

homework. He plans to wear 

this in his Drama Assessment 

this term. 

Jenson is modelling his mask 

and learnt the longer the 

nose the more drippy the 

character - he too is looking 

forward to using his mask for 

his Drama Assessment. Love 

the colours! 

 

Syed Hussaini, Year 9, 

researched famous 

Theatre practitioners 

of Drama, some of the 

findings were quite 

strange.  

 

Hashim Muhammad, 

Year 9, created a 

Poster on what is 

meant by the termi-

nology in Drama, this 

has helped students 

create some  

interesting drama 

pieces in class. 

Take a look.. 

mailto:hashimm20@forest.academy
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The rain in Spain….  

...falls mainly on the Plain.  Or does it?   

 

Year 8 Language  

students have been 

learning all about the 

weather in Spanish.  I 

asked them to prepare a 

forecast and then  

present it to the class.  

They all really enjoyed 

the activity, who will be 

the next Tomasz  

Schafernaker??   

 

I was so pleased and 

proud of them; it’s not 

always easy to stand in 

front of your peers and 

speak in a foreign  

language but they did 

brilliantly!  Next time, I 

hope they find some  

sunshine... 

 

Ms Laine 
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Notices, ads and info... 

Wokingham Borough Council (WBC) are  

conducting a survey as we update their Local 

Transport Plan - 

their overall 

strategy for 

maintaining all 

transport links 

in  

Wokingham 

Borough, from 

roads to foot-

paths,  

cycleways, 

public 

transport  

connections 

and more. 

  

This survey, along with a more detailed explana-

tion, can be found by clicking this link  

  

WBC are asking some fundamental questions 

about how people get around and how this could 

change in future, and will follow this with more  

detailed consultation as the updated plan takes 

Are you a passionate person who enjoys making a difference? Interested, or know someone who 

may be interested? Scan to book your place or share - thank you. Come and teach!  

shape. 

  

There's only one week 

left before the survey 

closes on Sunday, 12 

March and whilst they 

welcome replies from 

everyone, they are 

particularly interested 

to hear from anyone 

under 35 as this group 

is a little under-

represented in the  

replies we've had so 

far. 

 

Whether it's younger 

parents, or older  

children and teenagers who are now travelling 

independently, WBC are especially interested in 

their views.  

How do you travel around Wokingham Borough? 

https://engage.wokingham.gov.uk/en-GB/projects/a-new-local-transport-plan-for-wokingham-borough
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Notices, ads and info... 

Be part of the Arts & Culture 

Consultation  
 

Wokingham Borough Council wishes to consult 

with children and young people living in the  

Borough, on their relationship with arts and culture, 

to feed into an action plan around opportunities 

for the creative arts in Wokingham.   They are 

working with The Bold and Tender Artist Collection 

to deliver this consultation and are now at the  

survey part of the project, which is running to the 

19th March.  

 

The survey is open to children and young people 

under the age of 25, with the idea that younger 

children can complete it with the support of a 

parent or guardian. The hope of the survey is that 

we connect with as many young people in the 

Borough as possible, to gain understanding 

of  how young people are involved in arts  

activities and events, and their views on how to 

make the borough an arts and culture hub. It’s just 

as important to hear from young people who 

aren’t engaged with the arts as those that are. 

 

Please click this link if you would like to take part 

in the survey  

Reading vs Burnley tickets  
When?  Saturday, 15th April 2023 3pm 

 

Where?  Select Car Leasing Stadium 

 

What’s happening?  RFC’s School and Grassroots Fixture.   Three wins from three, nine points from a possible 

nine in the first three games of 2022-2023—now we face the biggest challenge yet, the fourth and final 

game against runaway league leaders, Burnley!  This initiative has provided some great stories so far 

this season and the noise and support from the young fans has made a real impact on the team.  Can 

you raise your game and make it the biggest crowed of the season? Can the players raise their game 

to tackle the toughest team in the division?  There is only one way to find out... 

 

 12 and Under: £1 / 17 and Under: £3 / 18 to 24: £5 / 65 and over: £5 / Adult: £10 
That’s right, with this special offer your children can come to watch our Championship match against  

Coventry City for just £1! 

  

How to qualify for the discount and confirm your attendance? To redeem, click this link and enter the  

following unique coupon code: #ForestSchool in the basket once you have logged in and selected your 

tickets.  There is no limit on the number of tickets you can buy using your unique code.    

 

Important! This offer applies to tickets in the Eamonn Dolan Stand blocks and Y19/Y20 of the Sir John 

Madejski Stand. Coupons codes are valid up until 4 hours before kick-off and availability is limited, so please 

act quickly to avoid disappointment.  If you have any questions about this offer, please email 

sales@reading.co.uk or call 0118 968 1313. 

https://engage.wokingham.gov.uk/en-GB/projects/arts-and-culture-for-young-people
https://ticketing.readingfc.co.uk/
mailto:sales@reading.co.uk?subject=Reading%20vs%20Blackpool%20School%20and%20Grassroots%20Fixture
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PTA Meetings 

No sign up sheets, just friendly faces and open 

minds—come and give us your ideas! 

When:  

Monday, 17th April,  

Monday, 8th May,  

Monday, 5th June 

 

What time:  

7:00—8:00pm 

 

Where:  

Downstairs common room area in the Sixth Form 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Secondary school children benefit from walk-

ing and cycling to school, particularly in terms 

of their health and well-being, their  

independence and their social  

development.  Climate change is an issues 

which many young people are concerned 

about and walking and cycling is one way 

which our young people can help make a  

positive difference to this global issue. 

 

The My Journey school travel maps, with 

marked 5 and 10 minute walking zones, are 

available on the My Journey website.  Please 

find your school’s map by clicking here 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Don’t forget that by joining the My Journey 

Awards Scheme for travelling to school by bike, 

walking or using public transport, you can be 

awarded 'ValleyCoins' to spend in various  

outlets like Argos, Amazon or Costa. 

 

Please click here for all the details. 

 

.  

 

Sixth Form Café  
 

If you are visiting the school for an evening or 

weekend event or external activity don’t forget 

that the café is open at the following times for hot 

and cold drinks, sandwiches and snacks: 

 

Evenings 17:00– 19:00 

Saturdays 8:30—13:30 

 

https://www.myjourneywokingham.com/schools/secondary-schools/
https://myjourneywokingham.innovationvalleyrewards.co.uk/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As we continue to support students  

joining us from Ukraine, and those  

feeling the effect from the cost of living, 

please consider donating your  

pre-loved uniform to school?   

 

We would welcome anything from the 

uniform list: blazers, jumpers, shirts,  

trousers, PE kit, Art overalls, D&T /Food 

Tech aprons.   

 

Please bring to main school reception. 

Thank you, your donation will mean the 

world to others. 
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Cycle safely, 

wear your 

helmet! 
 

We have been  

notified by a  

member of the  

public that students 

have been seen to 

be cycling to and 

from school without 

wearing their  

helmets, mainly using 

them as an  

accessory for their 

handlebars and in a 

convoy across the 

road.   

 

We ask that all  

parents with children cycling to school, please  

reiterate road safety and the safety of wearing a helmet 

whilst on the roads. If your child does not own a helmet we 

are asking that your child is provided with one as soon as 

possible.  

 

The safety of our children is important to us at school and 

we cover the importance of wearing a helmet in our  

assemblies.   

We are planning this popular and successful 

event already.  Save the date: Wedenesday, 

29th March 2023.  

 

If you are able to give some time to ‘interview’ 

Year 10 and selected Year 13 students and offer 

them feedback, top tips and skills to get the job 

please contact Miss Whitethread via  

swhitethread@forest.academy for more infor-

mation and to volunteer. 

 

We will welcome you from any   profession,  

current or retired, to help Forest students with 

this valuable life skill.  Thank you. 

 

 

 

 

Year 10 &13 Mock Interview Day is back!  

mailto:swhitethread@forest.academy?subject=I'd%20like%20to%20help%20at%20Mock%20Interview%20Day


Page 17 Aspire * Safe  * Prepared  * Independent  * Respectful  * Excellent  

Notices, ads and info... 

 



Page 18 Aspire * Safe  * Prepared  * Independent  * Respectful  * Excellent  

Notices, ads and info... 
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HOW CAN YOU ASSIST THE PTA IN RAISING FUNDS 

FOR THE FOREST SCHOOL?  
 

Raise money simply whilst shopping online. We encourage all parents to link to the below while  

shopping online, to raise donations for Forest at no personal cost. All donations go to the PTA to use for 

various projects and equipment needed by the school. We have accounts with:  

 

Smile Amazon 
SMILE AMAZON  Search for and 

choose Forest School Parent  

Teacher Association. In order to 

create a small donation to the PTA 

account you must login using your Amazon details via smile.amazon.co.uk and shop from this page . 

 

Easyfundraising 
EASY FUNDRAISING  Once you have 

an account set up on  

easyfundraising, you will have the 

option to install our browser  

extension which we call, our  

Donation Reminder.  It will pop up on 

every retailer site where a donation is 

available which means you don’t 

have to remember to come to  

easyfundraising first! Alternatively 

shop directly via their website or their 

app.  

 

 

The Giving Machine  
THE GIVING MACHINE Once you have an ac-

count set up on The Giving Machine, you will 

have the option to install the Shop&Give  

reminder which sits quietly in your web browser 

as an extension. When you search for products 

online, the purple heart icon highlights which 

shops will give for free via TheGivingMachine. If 

you don't use a search engine, you'll be notified 

if the shop is participating in TheGivingMachine 

and prompted to give as you shop. It really is as 

simple as that.  Alternatively shop directly via their website or their app. 

 

 

Raise funds for The Forest whilst you shop, thank you  

https://smile.amazon.co.uk/charity?orig=%2F
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/forestpta/
https://shopandgive.thegivingmachine.co.uk/causes/forest-school-pta/
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Get help with cost of living  

Information and advice provided by Wokingham Borough Council 
 

Remember to apply for grants for food and energy 
 

If your child receives free school meals—you are entitled to a Household Support Fund grant, this will 

be at least £120 and could be more if you have more children. 

 

Payments are £15 per child, per week for the school holidays, including half terms and Easter. You will 

be back paid to October half term if you’ve not already applied.  Apply for payments on the council 

website.  

 

Open to all struggling with costs—grants for £120 to help pay for food or energy bills are open for  

applications to anymore who is struggling with money. 

 

You can apply through Age UK Berkshire or Citizens Advice Wokingham.  

 

Apply for a Household Support Grant.  

 

Other cost of living help 

 Cost of living help hub  

 Foodbanks and help with other essentials  

 Free airfryers, slow cookers and other low-energy items if you’re struggling with money  

 Warm spaces map  

 Help with household bills  

 Budgeting tools and financial help  

 Save money on childcare 

 Grants for home improvements to keep your home warmer  

 

 

 

If you’re not struggling but want to help others 

who are, donate to the Surviving Winter 

crowdfund, giving £50 is like giving £150 due 

to match funding. 

 

https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/cost-of-living/household-support-fund/?utm_source=cost_of_living_schoolsdirect&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=cost_of_living_hsf_FSM
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/cost-of-living/household-support-fund/?utm_source=cost_of_living_schoolsdirect&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=cost_of_living_hsf_FSM
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/cost-of-living/household-support-fund/?utm_source=cost_of_living_schoolsdirect&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=cost_of_living_hsf_open
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/cost-of-living/?utm_source=cost_of_living_schoolsdirect&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=cost_of_living_schoolsdirect
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/cost-of-living/help-with-essentials/?utm_source=cost_of_living_schoolsdirect&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=cost_of_living_schoolsdirect
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/cost-of-living/warmer-winter-project/?utm_source=cost_of_living_schoolsdirect&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=cost_of_living_schoolsdirect
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/cost-of-living/warm-spaces/?utm_source=cost_of_living_schoolsdirect&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=cost_of_living_schoolsdirect
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/cost-of-living/household-bills/?utm_source=cost_of_living_schoolsdirect&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=cost_of_living_schoolsdirect
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/cost-of-living/financial-support/?utm_source=cost_of_living_schoolsdirect&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=cost_of_living_schoolsdirect
https://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/cost-of-living/family-and-home/?utm_source=cost_of_living_schoolsdirect&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=cost_of_living_schoolsdirect
https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/p/surviving-the-winer-in-wokingham-borough
https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/p/surviving-the-winer-in-wokingham-borough
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Please click here to register 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/county-lines-in-northamptonshire-free-parent-webinar-tickets-334590317647
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Term Dates 2023-2024 

School Term Dates – 2023/24 

 

Autumn 2023 

Term 1 

Term starts on: Tuesday, 5th September 2023 for Years 7 & 12 students only 

Wednesday, 6th September 2023 for all students  

Term ends on:  Friday 20th October 2023 

*Inset Days: Monday, 4th September 2023 – school closed to students 

Half Term:  Monday 23rd October – Friday 27th October 2023 

 

Term 2 

Term starts on:  Monday 30th October 2023 

Term ends on:  Friday, 15th December 2023 

Christmas Holiday: Monday, 18th December 2023 – Monday, 1st January 2024 

 

Spring 2024 

Term 3 

Term starts on:  Tuesday 2nd January 2024 

Term ends on:  Friday, 9th February 2024 

Half Term:  Monday 12th February – Friday 16th February 2024 

 

Term 4 

Term starts on:  Monday 19th February 2024 

Term ends on:  Thursday, 28th March 2024 

Easter Holiday:  Tuesday, 2nd – Friday 12th April 2024 

 

Summer 2024 

Term 5 

Term starts on:  Monday 15th April 2024 

Term ends on:   Friday 24th May 2024 

Bank Holiday:  Monday 6th May 2024 – school closed to students and staff 

Half Term:  Monday 27th May (BH) – Friday 31st May 2024 

 

Term 6 

Term starts on:  Monday 3rd June 2024 

Term ends on   Friday, 19th July 2024 

*Inset Days:  Monday, 22nd & Tuesday 23rd July 2024 

 

*Please note – there are 2 further Inset Days to be set for this academic year.   For all insets the school is closed to all students but 

open for twilight to all teaching and non-teaching staff who work them.   

Total pupil days = 190 


