
national awareness 

days this month which 

we will be recognising 

and  some of which 

you will have already 

been made aware 

of—World Teachers’ 

Day, International 

Walk & Bike to School 

Day. October is also 

Black History Month 

and Mrs Hicks has 

been telling me how 

our Yr 9 musicians 

have been learning 

about the history of 

Jazz and Blues Music, 

including pioneering 

musicians like Louis 

Armstrong.  Watch out 

for our Facebook posts 

and tweets to see 

what else we are              

getting involved in... 

 

Lastly, as this                       

Sunday,10th October 

is World Mental Health 

Day, I’d like to share 

this with you: 

 

Note to self: 

When things feel               

overwhelming                    

remember: 

 

One thought at a time 

One task at a time 

One day at a time 

 

As always, thank you 

for your continued 

support in all we do. 

 

Best wishes, 

Shirley Austin 

 

they don’t have long to 

come and see us in                  

action.  As the piece in 

my last update                            

indicated, when we 

asked Yr 7’s about their 

first week at Forest—

happy students make a 

happy school;  happy 

parents talking to other 

parents is our best form of 

marketing.  Thank you. 

 

Over the past fortnight 

we have conducted a 

series of Learning to 

Learn evenings for each 

year group and I do 

hope that you have 

found these useful in how 

to support your son with 

his learning.  

 

Looking ahead, we have 

two busy weeks until half 

term and as we make 

preparations with the 

School Nursing and                      

Medical Teams to deliver 

our first flu and CV19    

vaccinations on                   

Thursday, 21st October.  

Please may I remind you 

to continue to be CV19 

vigilant and test twice 

weekly Sunday 

evening/Monday                  

morning and Wednesday 

evening/Thursday                 

morning.  Tests continue 

to be issued to all                       

students but we have 

more available from Mrs 

Deer and Mr Jackman.   

 

There are a number of 

international and                  

In my first update of this 

new school year, I 

threw down the    

gauntlet asking all of 

you to accept a             

challenge by talking to 

at least two to three 

Yr5 and Yr6 families 

about us, why you like 

us, and why you have 

chosen Forest.  By and 

large your marketing 

has had an amazing 

affect on our Open 

Mornings!  We have 

seen a significant                  

increase in visitors 

through the front door 

considering Forest for 

next September based 

on parent feedback. 

 

Of course we won’t 

know until the Spring 

what an impact our 

Ofsted Good and your 

positive talking has 

made but I am given 

so many positive               

compliments about our 

boys and our school 

when I meet with              

prospective parents 

that I am very proud!   

 

Open mornings             

continue right up until 

the Wednesday before 

half term so please 

don’t rest on your             

laurels, check in with 

those Yr5 and Yr6               

parents that they have 

booked a tour and ask 

what did they think, 

and if they haven’t 

booked, remind them 

 IMPORTANT DATES 

 13/10/21 Yr10 Personal 

Health Session 

 14/10/21 Sixth Form Open 

Evening  

 21/10/21 15:45—18:45 

Yr10 Parents Evening 

(virtual) 

 21/10/21 Yr7-11Flu & 

CV19 Vaccinations 

 22/10/21 INSET Day 

(school closed to all    

students) 

 25-20/10/21 Half Term 

 01/11/21 Start of Autumn 

Half Term 2.  All students 

and staff in school 

 01/11/21 GCSE English 

Language Paper 1 resit  

 02/11/21 GCSE Maths 

Paper 1 resit 

 03/11/21 GCSE English 

Language Paper 2 resit 

 04/11/21 GCSE Maths 

Paper 2 resit 

 08/11/21 GCSE Maths 

Paper 3 resit 

 08-12 GCSE Art & Photog-

raphy Pre-public Exams 

 22/11/21—03/12/21 Yr 11 

Pre-public Exams 

 26/11/21 GCSE Business 

resit 

NB:  Provisional GCSE dates 

16th May—28th June 2022 

inc. A later GCSE 

‘contingency’ date will also 

be added 

NB:  2022/23 Term Dates to 

be published soon 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Headteacher's Update 

Forest School partners and suppliers: 

Week A 

For the latest school news fol-

low us on: 

www.forest.academy 

Facebook—The Forest School 

or on Twitter via:  

@ForestWinnersh 

@ForestSchoolHead 

@Forest_Sixth 

@CareersForest 

@PeForest 

Instagram: 

forestschoolsport 
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Macbeth takes on a whole new meaning...  

Our Yr 11 students are studying Macbeth this term. I find it really important to make this play relevant to 

my students because tackling Shakespearean use of language can be daunting for experienced                

teachers, let alone students who are embarking on their academic journey in English literature. Also, they 

need to understand the reasons for keeping Shakespeare's work alive across the globe and the lessons 

we can learn from it in our modern world. 

 

This term, one of the links that I have been making is Macbeth's tyrannical rule of Scotland and the                     

Taliban's return to power in Afghanistan. The students have been encouraged to critically assess the                      

situations in both milieus and they have been tasked with writing  articles to express their own opinions on 

the matter, but also to consolidate their knowledge.  

 

I hope you enjoy reading these articles as much as I do.  

 

Kindest regards 

Mrs Ciccazzo 

Tyrannical 

Taliban & 

scheming 

Scotland 
 

I'm sure at some 

point in our lives  

we have 

learned about 

how Macbeth’s 

unending                    

ambition led to 

his undesirable 

plight. But 

something you 

most likely haven't       

explored ,concerning 

Macbeth, is how the 

plot of the                          

Shakespearean play 

links to many of the 

world pivotal problems 

that we are facing  

today. One of these 

prominent problems 

include the gradual, 

but evident rise of the 

self-proclaimed                   

religious political and 

Islamic group known 

as the Taliban. The 

eponymous hero of 

the Shakespearean 

tragedy, Macbeth, 

was initially  an honest, 

noble and trustworthy 

kingsman who would 

live his life carrying the 

best interests of his 

country and its people 

in mind. However, 

cracks start to show in 

his supposedly virtuous 

character. His desire to 

have 

more was 

subse-

quently 

his ham-

artia and 

caused 

him to be 

righteous 

in                   

appear-

ance but 

scheming in reality. 

The plot and message 

of the play relate to 

the Taliban more than 

many would think it 

would do. The Taliban 

have been in the news a 

lot, especially in the re-

cent months,   following 

the seizure of control in 

Afghanistan. 

Many speculations 

have gone around 

about potential 

regime's policies 

that may be                     

implemented fol-

lowing the arrival of 

the Taliban in the 

capital of Kabul. 

The BBC were        

fortunate enough 

to get interview with a 

representative of the fun-

damentalist group, Suhail 

Shaheen, who told the 

BBC that the militants 

want a ‘peaceful transfer 

of power,’ However, 

many have taken                    

Shaheen’s word with a 

‘pinch of salt’ as many 

reports insinuate that the 

words of the Taliban                             

representative                      

considerably contradict 

the actions of the                   

freedom fighters that 

are patrolling the streets. 

An example of this is 

when 13 Hazara(a                    

Persian speaking ethnic 

group) were unlawfully 

killed by the Taliban 

forces in Daykundi                

province after members 

of the security forces 

surrendered. Even two 

civilians were killed as 

they attempted to 

flee; one including 

a 17-year-old girl 

who was shot when 

the Taliban opened 

fire on a crowd of 

people. This                  

incident almost  

certainly confirms 

that the Taliban are 

targeting former 

government                     

officials including those 

who previously worked 

for the Afghan National 

Defence Security Forces.  
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Continued from 

page 2... 

This event implies that 

the words uttered by 

Suhail Shaheen were 

untrue and overall  

deceiving. This links 

back to the play of 

Macbeth as the                  

protagonist in                

Macbeth was also  

deceiving as he led a 

trusting King Duncan 

to believe he was a 

loyal, noble kinsman 

when, in reality, he 

was plotting  to get rid 

of him in order to               

satisfy his ambition. 

Once his ambition was 

satisfied, Macbeth 

turned into a               

tyrannical ruler who 

disregarded the               

well-being and                  

feelings of his                       

subordinates and his 

people. 

In conclusion, the              

Taliban has deceived 

society into thinking 

their takeover of              

power will be peaceful 

and beneficial when, 

really, the true motives 

of this Islamic group 

are slowly percolating 

to the surface. Will 

their deceit to society 

be their downfall? Or, 

will an unexpected 

turn of events occur 

instead? Only time will 

tell… 

Ethan Addae 

Year 11 

Tyranny and 

Terror:               

Macbeth 

and The  

Taliban 
 

Macbeth and the      

Taliban, both                  

bloodstained and for-

ever hungry for more 

power, going to                    

extreme and violent 

lengths to achieve it. 

 

Macbeth 

formed a                    

dictatorship, 

appointing                 

himself as king. 

The Taliban 

formed a                    

regime that is 

similar,                     

appointing 

Mawlawi      

Akhundzada as 

their                             

leader/commander of 

the faithful. This                        

complete rule over 

countries by small 

groups of men lead to 

destructive                                

consequences, in the 

case of the Taliban, 

freedom and equality 

for women has been 

stripped, leaving no 

access to education 

or employment; the 

Taliban are reinstating 

the out-dated and 

old-fashioned views 

held by people in the 

16th century, the time 

period in which                       

William Shakespeare 

wrote Macbeth.  

 

Along with this, within 

Afghanistan, violence 

and bloodshed are 

put on full display with 

public execution for 

those who speak 

against their Taliban 

leaders; Macbeth                       

employed similar vio-

lence when murdering 

his once friend Banquo 

and the family of       

Macduff to ensure that 

his tyrannical reign 

continued. 

 

Both are also linked by 

their use of lies and 

deceit. The Taliban 

claimed that the    

western world had                  

created rumours of 

torture and attacks on 

those, who once 

served in the armed 

forces in the west, to 

turn the people 

against them.                       

However, when the 

Taliban rose to power, 

this was all revealed to 

be true. When asked 

about what would 

happen to women 

under Taliban rule, 

they claimed “they will 

lose nothing!” In truth, 

schools for girls were closed 

and women’s rights denied. 

Macbeth also deceives 

those around him to                          

conceal his reckless ambi-

tion and his plot to commit 

regicide and murder King 

Duncan of Scotland, he 

makes it seem as if he is a 

gracious host and kinsman 

to Duncan, so that no one 

suspects the terrible deeds 

he will commit. 

 

Harry Horton 

Year 11 
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Careers -Your Expertise is Needed!  

As part of a new                      

careers program in the 

school, we are 

inviting all par-

ents to provide 

a new                             

opportunity for 

our students to 

explore careers 

that you are all 

experts in.   

We are looking for willing 

parents to give a short 10 

minute presentation on 

what they do for a living, 

what it provides to our 

community and the 

pathways our students 

can take should they 

aspire to follow in your 

footsteps.   

These will take place 

at break and lunch 

times over Zoom                

starting after half term.  

We hope it will be 

able to inspire and 

inform our                

students into what          

careers and pathways 

are available beyond 

school.   

If you are interested in 

giving a presentation 

yourself or would like 

more information 

please email our STEM 

coordinator at cbur-

ley@forest.academy 

with your contact                  

details and we will be 

in touch with more      

information.   

We look forward to 

seeing your fantastic 

presentation.   

Thank you. 

InvestIN -Free Careers Evenings for Parents  
 

 

 

 

 

 

InvestIN's parent 

event series is                    

designed to give 

parents the essential 

tools they'll need to 

support their child on 

their career journey. 

Events are run by 

leading experts and 

are free to attend. 

Please visit 

https://investin.org/p

ages/parent-events 

to register your                    

interest. 
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Cyber Crime UK Event  

On Wednesday, 5th 

October Year 9 and 12 

students joined togeth-

er to attend the Cyber 

Crime Seminar.  What 

an insight-

ful session 

with Pete 

C from 

South East 

Regional                  

Organ-

ised 

Crime UK. 

If any                      

student is 

interested in a career 

in Cyber Security - 

please come and 

speak to Mrs Gouws 

who will also share any 

resources with you. 

The boys have learnt a 

lot and made loads of 

notes.  They learnt 

about why their age 

group - 11-14 are so 

vulnerable and how to 

think smart about 

gaming.   

This is what they had 

to say:  

Rashad 9S - "I've really 

noticed that Cyber 

Crimes are normally 

done by people my 

age or just slightly                

older.  With the                     

average age for these 

crimes being 17, it                

really shows how 

much danger I can be 

in if I don't know what I 

am doing while using 

the internet."  

Umar 9W - "I learnt that 

Cyber Crime is one of 

the most major crimes 

in the world.  Teenag-

ers are the most affect-

ed by this because 

they want to 'cheat' 

and 'mod' to win their 

games and then get 

more curious."  

Alex Robert - "I have 

learnt about DDos       

after limited prior 

knowledge."  

Herne - "Today I have 

learnt that Cyber                       

Security jobs are in high 

demand.  I would real-

ly like to get a job in 

technology."  

Theo 9L - "I am                      

considering a career in 

Computer Science 

and I 

have 

learnt 

that I 

could 

also go 

for a ca-

reer in 

Cyber-

Crime 

solving.  I 

also now 

know 

more about what 

DDOS is."  

Amaan Hussain 9L - "I 

did not know that  

people can hack 

banks, schools,                      

hospitals from really 

any computer."  

Scott Winter - "I have 

found that there are 

many more careers in 

Cyber Security which I 

am seriously                        

considering."  

Jack Smith - "I found 

out what the                          

difference is between 

legal and                                    

illegal hacking."  

Lawrence Warner - "I 

learned about DDOS 

today.  I want to know 

more about careers 

relating to Cyber                  

Security."  

Adil Hafeez 9S - "I have 

learnt the different types of 

people who commit 

crimes, from a script kiddie 

to national states and the 

different stages of Cyber 

Crime."  

Ruben Brandon - "I am                   

really considering a career 

in Cyber Crime after                  

looking at the stats today." 

Simeon Sharpe - "I                 

didn't realise that 17 is the 

average age for  hacking."  

Ewan Bolt - "I have learnt 

that it is not as hard to get 

into a Cyber Crime career 

as I thought."  

Kydon Fraser-Peters - "Now I 

know how dangerous just 

playing online can be."  

Yaseen EG - "I have 

learned that most hackers 

start under the age of 18 

and that Cyber Crimes 

have happened more                 

often over the last few 

years than physical crimes."  
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Forest 6 News 

Mrs Collins and Mrs Ward 

We are currently in the process of submitting all our 

early applications for Oxbridge, Medicine, Veterinary 

and Dentistry. Mr Jackman, Miss Farr and Mrs Collins 

are currently preparing a session for those students 

with entrance exams. 

Enrichment—focus for year twelve over the coming 

weeks is continued first aid, settling into 6F and ‘our 

moral compass’. The focus for year thirteen                          

enrichment for this term preparation for PPEs and  

looking at next steps (after Forest6). Please email us for 

extra support if you need it. 

Dates for your diary 

14th October—4pm-7pm 

Forest6 open evening 

W/B 6th December 21—YR13 

PPEs (Mock exams). 

(practical PPEs - start                         

previous week—29th                    

November) 

Focus of the fortnight—World Mental Health Day—10th October 

(From: https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/your-mental-health/about-

mental-health/what-mental-health) Being mentally healthy doesn’t just 

mean that you don’t have a mental health problem. If you’re in good 

mental health, you can: make the most of your potential; cope with life; 

play a full part in your family, workplace, community and among 

friends.  Some people call mental health ‘emotional health’ or ‘well-

being’ and it’s just as important as good physical health. Mental health 

is everyone’s business. We all have times when we feel down or stressed 

or frightened. Most of the time those feelings pass. But sometimes they 

develop into a more serious problem and that could happen to any 

one of us. Everyone is different. You may bounce back from a setback 

while someone else may feel weighed down by it for a long time. Your 

mental health doesn’t always stay the same. It can change as circum-

stances change and as you move through different stages of your life. 

There’s a stigma attached to mental health problems. This means that 

people feel uncomfortable about them and 

don’t talk about them. much. Many people 

don’t even feel comfortable talking about their 

feelings. But it’s healthy to know and say how 

you’re feeling. 

A note from our Student School 

Council 

Hello, my name is Cillian Manning, 

as the Chair of the Student Council 

at Forest and Deputy Head Boy I am 

looking forward to a productive 

start to the year.   

 

We aim to take into account the 

needs and wishes of the students at 

Forest this year and will discuss what 

can be done before liaising with the 

SLT to get words put into action.  

Our meetings take place every two 

weeks, leaving plenty of time to get 

feedback from the student body.  

As every year group has at least two 

members of the Student Council 

everybody is represented and we 

are all happy to listen to any con-

cerns that they 

may have.  

Contacts: 

Admissions for sixth form (2021 or 2022): 

sixthform@forest.academy 

Absence: ecooley@forest.academy 

UCAS/Careers: fward@forest.academy 

Head of 6F: ncollins@forest.academy 
Careers Focus 

1st December—Forest6 deadline for all remaining UCAS                      

applications. Buzzword for UCAS is BestMe 

Year thirteen looking for work or apprenticeships beyond Forest 

6, please sign up for CTMPathway (see emails for further info) 
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Having been hesitant about 

becoming a 

Headteacher, 

I absolutely 

love my job 

at The Forest.  

It’s the                    

biggest                

privilege I’ve 

had in my life.  

Here’s what 

you may not 

know about 

me... 

What I love 

about The Forest: 

You 

may be 

aware 

that the 

month 

of                    

October is Breast Cancer       

Awareness Month in the UK.  

  

Sadly, members of The Forest 

family may have been affected 

by Breast Cancer either through 

a family member or friend.  We, 

of course, as a school are here 

to provide support via our  Pas-

toral Team, where we can.  

Where necessary, we can also 

make a referral to Arc                     

Counselling or Soulscape or you 

may access this service directly. 

Arc Counselling can provide a 

counselling service covering a 

range of issues including Mental 

Health.   

https://arcweb.org.uk/youth-

counselling/ 

 

In addition, the following                            

organisation has excellent                  

advice, support and guidance 

particularly for children, which 

we hope you will not need to 

call upon: https://

www.daisysdream.org.uk/ -    

Daisy’s Dream is a charity which 

supports children and their   

families who have been                       

affected by the life threatening 

Breast Cancer Awareness Month 

illness or bereavement of                

someone close to them. 

And support for anyone who is 

affected in any way by cancer:  

https://www.macmillan.org.uk/ 

We would also like parents to 

encourage our male students to 

be aware that, albeit rare, breast 

cancer can affect men too.  

More information here: https://

www.macmillan.org.uk/cancer-

information-and-support/breast-

cancer/breast-cancer-in-men 

Thank you. 

Staff spotlight on….Shirley Austin 

Our Forest Family culture  

Out of school: 

3 very active children, they 

love swimming (I don’t). I 

enjoy walking my dog,               

Rosie, and would love to 

get back to running but my 

knees keep stopping me. 

 

Music: My favourite artist is 

still Bryan Adams and I love 

live concerts. 

 

Sport: I love watching it at 

all levels now that my body 

has given up on me (I used 

to compete at both national 

and international level in hockey 

and athletics).  I have been a 

Man U supporter since I moved 

to England at 18 and have held 

a season ticket for 7 years.  And, 

of course, I am a PE teacher at 

heart. 

 

Favourite colour: Pink  

 

My guilty pleasure:  Chocolate!  

Any kind but, if you really want to 

make me happy peanut M&Ms 

and Ferrero Rocher. 

 

Extra-curricular activities go live on the website!   
 

Copy and paste this link into your browser to see what you can 

be involved in… 
 

http://www.forest.wokingham.sch.uk/376/extra-curricular-clubs-activities-2 

https://arcweb.org.uk/youth-counselling/
https://arcweb.org.uk/youth-counselling/
https://www.daisysdream.org.uk/
https://www.daisysdream.org.uk/
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We are receiving a 

large volume of 

'forgotten items' being 

delivered to                          

Reception.  To encour-

age your son's                    

independence, could 

you 

please 

ensure he 

packs his 

bag the 

night               

before 

and any 

'essentials' 

are ready 

by the 

front door 

for the 

morning. Post it note 

reminders stuck to 

the front door, are 

very useful particularly 

to remind them to                

collect their lunch or 

cooking supplies from 

the fridge!  

We are also receiving 

an increased number 

of telephone calls 

from parents/carers 

asking us to pass                

messages to students.  

This is often regarding                           

arrangements for    

picking up at the end 

of the school day, 

confirming if they are 

attending after school 

activities or asking staff 

to remind them of 

something happening 

after school etc.  We 

politely ask that you 

ensure all                      

arrangements are 

made in advance so 

that 

you 

know 

the    

collec-

tion 

time 

and 

place 

of 

where 

to 

meet 

your son, and that 

your son is fully aware 

of them (a written                  

reminder or mobile 

phone reminder helps 

particularly when times 

are involved).  Please 

ask your son to turn on 

their phone as they 

leave school to check 

for messages. 

The student absence 

line can not only be 

used for when your son 

is unwell, but should 

also be used for                  

advising the school of 

any absence for               

appointments e.g. 

medical, dental,                

appointments in                   

Polite notice 

general. The line can 

be reached by                   

selecting '1' when    

calling in on the main 

school number; please 

leave a message on 

the voicemail which is 

checked regularly or 

even better email Pu-

pilAbsence@forest.ac

ademy      

Medical appointments 

should be made                    

outside of school hours 

where possible. 

Finally, if you receive a 

call from the school, 

you miss the call and a 

voicemail is left for 

you, please listen to 

the voicemail before 

phoning the school 

back. This will help you 

to understand the  

reason for the call and 

if you need to return it.  

If a voicemail is not left 

for you, the staff  

member will call you 

again.  

Obviously, it goes  

without saying, any 

urgent issues will be 

dealt with.  

Thank you in advance 

for your cooperation. 

 

School Band                         

Rehearsals  

The school band are              

rehearsing on a             

Wednesday at 8:15am.  If 

your son takes lessons on 

an instrument, in school 

or outside of school, 

please contact Mrs Hicks 

on 

hhicks@forest.academy 


