
 

 

 

 

 

WHERE TO NEXT? 

 

M Assessment  

40% exams, 

60% coursework. 
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The A level Music course offers students an exciting and creative 

study of culture through the mediums of music performance,             

composition and listening. Students can expect to study a broad 

variety of musical genres dating from as early as the 15th century to 

the constantly evolving world of pop music today. 

The AQA course places great emphasis on performance that is              

supported at The Forest by regular performance opportunities and 

a strong team of visiting music staff.  Students choose to specialise 

in performance on an instrument of their choice, refining their      

practise and performance techniques along the way. 

For the composition element of the course, students will research 

and study techniques of some of the greatest composers before 

creating a portfolio of their own pieces. 

The listening and appraising element of the course is assessed by 

an exam at the end of the course. Preparation for this builds on           

existing aural skills from GCSE Music and explores a huge range of 

musical styles, skills and instruments including Bach, Mozart, Chopin, 

Beyoncé, Labrinth and Daft Punk. 

 

 

 

 

 

A level Music is highly regarded by universities as an academic 

qualification that demonstrates an extremely broad range of skills in 

applicants. Universities and colleges welcome A level musicians as 

both a compliment to creative courses and as a creative thinker     

on non-creative courses. The ability to play in an orchestra or sing in 

a choir gives musicians an advantageous edge over other                             

applicants. 

The discipline and social skills gained in a degree in Music are highly 

favoured by employers across industries and can 

lead directly to a career in  professional music 

performance, sound engineering, music                            

publishing, music management, music therapy, 

teaching, musical director, composer, events 

management, arts  administration, radio and   

theatre. 
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