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I would be delighted to welcome you as the Headteacher 

of The Forest School. I am incredibly proud to lead this 

school and am passionate about providing every student 

an exceptional inclusive education. 

Choosing a school is one of the most important decisions 

you will make as a parent,  I encourage every parent to  

come and visit us for a real flavour of what we can offer 

your son. We have strong academic, sport and creative 

success; this is delivered through the exceptional                                                                 

level of curriculum and pastoral support for every student. 

We challenge every student to exceed their expectations 

with pride.  

 

We work on the basis of mutual respect for all. We develop the whole person and ensure 

that every student is fully equipped for life through our six core values, Aspiring, Safe, Pre-

pared, Independent,    Respectful and Excellent.  

 

We encourage a collaborative approach and recognise the importance of parents and 

an inclusive community, in the education of the next generation.  

Shirley Austin 

Headteacher 

Welcome to The Forest School 



ASPIRING 

 

 

Purposeful, well organised lessons are 

key to igniting a growth mindset.  

Our 100 minute lessons are structured to 

maximise learning and are designed to 

have periods of  reflection, analysis, 

question and active engagement.  

We encourage inquisitive independent 

natures; students are expected to       

participate in all activities including the 

arts, sports and community service.  

 

Teaching in Key Stage 3                                       

We follow the national curriculum, with a 

two week timetable. All students study 

English, Mathematics, Science,             

Design & Technology, including Food, 

Computing with Information Technology,                
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Geography, History, Religious Education, 

Art, Music, Drama, Physical Education, 

and a Modern Foreign Language. In   

addition, Personal, Social, Health and 

Citizenship Education (PHSE) is          

taught daily.  

 

Attainment levels 

Students progress, effort and homework 

will be regularly assessed throughout their 

learning journey.  

 

% Achieving Level 4 or Above (4 = a standard C grade) 

ALL National Level 4 or 

above 

 

 

 

Forest Level 4 or above 

National MALE Level 4 

or above 



SAFE 

 

 

We seek a connected, valued and     

supportive approach from staff, students, 

parents and carers for all those at The 

Forest School.  

We really believe in welcoming you into 

our community and invite parents and 

students to meet us prior to starting 

school. This gives you the opportunity to 

meet tutors and other members of the 

school staff, other parents and other    

students too.  

During Year 7-11 your son will stay with 

the same tutor group. This provides         

continuity and allows staff to closely 

monitor how your son is progressing.  
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Our comprehensive transition        

programme supports both you 

and your son in his move from 

primary to secondary school.  

Prior to students starting school 

in September they attend a 

number of transition days,    

including the Year 7 family 

BBQ and orientation Pioneer 

Day, enabling them to feel          

confident on their first day.   

Our Edulink system is an online 

tool which allows you to see 

your son‟s progress, behaviour, 

monitoring reports, timetable 

attendance and exam marks. 

If necessary our very               

experienced Learning Support 

team will work with students 

with additional needs, identified 

by their primary school. 

Pastoral care is excellent, we 

believe in guiding, nurturing 

and encouraging our students 

to be the best they can be. 

Each year group is overseen 

by an experienced Head of 

Year, who will support your 

son through their learning 

and pastoral journey.  

 

Our Pupil Premium scheme aims 

to raise the achievements of                  

disadvantaged students and 

close the gap between them 

and their peers.  



PREPARED 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Year 8 your son will select his GCSE    

Options.      

In Year 9 your son will begin his Key Stage 

4  studies. GCSE work begins based on     

subject option choices.  

In Year 10  he will consolidate and        

continue GCSE work. Your son will take 

part in careers talks with our in-school    

Careers Lead, mock interviews and learn 

about Higher Education options. 

In Year 11 your son will have nearly 3 terms 

before taking his GCSE exams. During this 

time extended revision support is in place. 

Throughout lessons and non-curricular   

activities, we encourage students to      

develop essential skills such as, analysis, 

critical thinking, problem solving, testing 

out hypotheses, decision-making, team 

work, recognising the potential of new 

technologies, and identifying risk.  

 

 

 

 
 

Prepared for the next step 

Careers advice, information and         

guidance are all essential for students who 

are considering what their next steps will 

be after leaving school. Careers advice  

can raise aspirations and set realistic 

goals.    

GCSEs are now marked numerically,     

Levels run from 9-1  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Year 11 choices for sixth form, college,                 

apprenticeships or employment are 

made. The annual open evening for 

Forest‟s Sixth Form is a must visit. 

The move from GCSE to higher education 

is a big decision. Our experienced Sixth 

Form team are on-hands to advise those 

applying for sixth form, training and        

employment.  

Year 7 students begin                 

secondary school at Key Stage     

3. They study Maths, English,        

Science, DT, Including Food, IT, 

Computing, Languages ,Drama, 

PE, Music, and Art, Geography,  

History, Religious  Education       

and PHSE. 
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Year 7 students have the       

opportunity to take part in term-

ly school „day trips‟ and have 

many extra curricular clubs to 

try 



 

The plethora of extra curricular choices 

during and after school each day gives 

your son opportunities to get involved in 

new activities. We encourage a growth 

mindset to help students be well 

equipped for life challenges.  

  

Forest‟s Chromebook Scheme ensures 

each student has continuity of resources, 

a readily accessible computer for school 

and home, ensuring IT rich learning      

opportunities are intrinsic in all lessons. 
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Whilst your son will learn through the    

latest investigative techniques and      

software in academic subjects we see 

the fundamental need for fitness,          

developing new skills, team work and        

ambition no  matter their sporting ability.  

Through our Food Tech    

lessons we teach nutrition 

and well being. 

We teach the boys to      

express and harness their 

creative energies in all    

subjects but especially 

within drama, design and 

technology music and art. 

Through our PHSE (personal 

spiritual health and          

education) programme 

boys discuss moral social 

and cultural issues.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

INDEPENDENT 

 

 

 
 

 

No two students are alike and we 

recognise and celebrate this rich   

diversity at The Forest School. 

There is plenty of opportunity to        

develop the potential within.  
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Good and responsible behaviour at 

school is an integral part of how our        

ASPPIRE ethos works. Staff and students 

set high standards; the school sets clear 

expectations of good and responsible             

behaviour.  

The School Council meets regularly and 

seeks students views and feedback.    

Led by the Head Boy and Head Girl it         

represents students from ever year group 

and provides regular input into improving 

the school as a whole. The student team 

also decides and runs our annual        

programme of             

fundraising, which has 

helped charities locally 

and nationally. 

Respect for each other, ourselves and the environment underpins our school        

philosophy. Through a culture of respect, our students can flourish and grow in a      

caring, supporting learning environment. 

The Forest School wants all of its            

students to be enterprising                     

self-confident young people, who are 

able to develop positive relationships 

based on mutual respect. We expect   

our students‟ to come to school on time, 

in the right uniform with the right      

equipment, ready to learn.  

“The behaviour of   

pupils is good. Pupils 

are polite and    

friendly around the 

site, and movement 

between lessons is 

orderly.”  OFSTED 

RESPECTFUL 
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Reading Football Club and RAMS Rugby 

Team.  

Our Duke of Edinburgh Bronze             

programme has over 100 participants 

and our National Citizen Scheme is very 

popular.     

All students are regularly monitored and 

the results are used by their teachers to 

ensure their individual needs are met.  

We stretch and challenge all students.  

For those who are gifted and talented 

learners we have a school specific     

programme in place to further enhance 

progress to study A levels and attend  

university. 

 

 

 

 

We help students to discover their own 

expertise and talents and then support 

them to constantly challenge and         

improve. 

As well as teacher led learning, we have 

invested in IT systems throughout the 

school to extend our learning environ-

ment through the use of Google       

Classroom; we also supply access to   

other sources of virtual teaching for      

example, GCSE Pod, EzyEducation and 

Maths Watch. This enables students to 

continue learning outside the classroom 

at home and on the move.  

  

We excel in the sporting arena. There are 

over 40 teams in which boys are           

encouraged to participate. We have an  

amazing sporting heritage; our school 

teams regularly compete in sports such 

as rugby, football, cricket, athletics and   

repeatedly reach a wealth of finals. In 

2018-19 we reached the last 8 in the 

English Schools Rugby Final, we had    

numerous teams competing in Football 

and Rugby County Cup 

finals, with  several teams 

taking the  silverware.  We 

have strong links with 

Our success is not just measured in 

the medals and cups we win, but in 

the individual progression of each 

student, be it learning a new skill or 

just making a concerted effort to  

improve. Forest Level 7 or above  

 

 

ALL National Level 7 or above 

National MALE Level 7 or above 

EXCELLENT 



Getting to School 

There are excellent transport links to our 

school. Winnersh train station is very 

close. Coach and bus routes drop and 

collect students each day. Safe cycling is  

encouraged and we have several large 

bicycle sheds onsite.  

More travel information can be found 

online via www.forest.academy.  

To establish which bus routes operate in 

your area please visit, 

www.myjourneywokingham or 

www.bus.org. 

 

Useful Information: 

 All students wear school uniform 

Years 7-11.  

 The School day begins at 08:45 and 

concludes at 15:10 

 Extra curricular clubs occur          

during lunch and after school.  

 We operate a Cashless catering   

system 

 Trained first aid staff are on-hand 

during the school day. 

 We have an active PTA and parents 

are invited to get involved. 
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Communications 

We use a variety of communication 

channels to keep parents informed,  

namely:  

 www.forest.academy - the school  

website has details of latest calendar 

events, copies of letters sent home,    

details of sports fixtures, curriculum        

overview, lunch menu and much more. 

 Edulink - is our school communications 

hub. This system sends emails, shows   

attendance and behaviour information 

and much more.  

 School Newsletter - distributed bi-

weekly, filled with the latest school news 

and dates for your diary.  

 Social media - updates and news are 

posted regularly through our Facebook 

and Twitter accounts.   

Twitter @forestwinnersh  

www.facebook/ TheForestSchool 
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insight and are happy to answer        

questions.  

 

Key dates from The Forest School. 

Open Evening  

2nd October 2019 from 18:00 - 20:30 

Open Morning Tours  

1st, 7th, 8th, 9th, 10th and 11th October 

from 9:15am -10:15am. 

 

Make sure you take the time to visit each 

secondary school in the area, each will 

have a unique feel and culture and it‟s 

important to get a real sense of that.  

Visit the Open Evening event; this is a bril-

liant way to see and try many activities 

throughout the school. At The Forest we 

encourage our visitors to interact, ask 

questions, but, equally it‟s ok to simply 

look around. 

We also encourage our visitors to attend 

an Open Morning Tour. These take place 

when the school is working. You will meet 

and hear from Forest sixth form students 

who lead Open Morning Tours; they 

have excellent knowledge and    

 

 

 

 

Year 6 Application for Secondary School Information 

September is a busy time to         

year for Year 6 students and their         

parents. As well working towards 

their SATS Year 6s have to make 

some momentous decisions about 

the next step in their educational 

journey. 

Advice for parents and        

Year 6s. 

What‟s your  

favourite        

subject? 


