




























THE FOREST SCHOOL ACADEMY TRUST 

(A company limited by guarantee) 

GOVERNORS' REPORT (CONTINUED) 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 AUGUST 2020 

then be passed Headteacher and then to the governing body to determine what further action might be required. 

The school does not currently subscribe to any specific fundraising standards or schemes for fundraising 
regulation but considers that it has set appropriate standards for the operation and management of its 
fundraising activities. In particular, the school considers that its processes and controls should ensure that 
vulnerable people and other members of the public are protected from any unreasonable intrusion on a person's 
privacy and that no fundraising activities would be unreasonably persistent or place undue pressure on a person 
to give money or other property. 

Future developments 

Future priorities in our 3 year strategic plan are to achieve at least an Ofsted 'good' through strong leadership 
and management and inspiring teaching and learning by: 
• continuing to offer a varied curriculum that prepares the holistic child for the next stage of life
• ensuring that no student is disadvantaged academically
• offering inspiring teaching and learning

achieving strong leadership and management
• achieving financial stability and build a reserve
• having a fit for purpose infrastructure so that no child is held back by the facilities

Disclosure of information to auditor 

In so far as the Governors are aware: 
there is no relevant audit information of which the charitable company's auditors are unaware, and 
that Governors have taken all the steps that ought to have been taken as a Governor in order to be aware 
of any relevant audit information and to establish that the charitable company's auditor is aware of that 
information. 

Auditor 

The auditor, Crowe U.K. LLP, has indicated its willingness to continue in office. The Designated Governors will 
propose a motion re-appointing the auditor at a meeting of the Governors 

The Trustees' report, incorporating a strategic report, was approved by order of the Board of Trustees, as the 

company directors, on 10 December 2020 and signed on its behalf by:

Mrs A McMenamin 
Chair of Trustees 

Ms S Austin 
Accounting Officer 
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Review of effectiveness 

THE FOREST SCHOOL ACADEMY TRUST 

(A company limited by guarantee) 

GOVERNANCE STATEMENT (CONTINUED) 

As accounting officer, the Headteacher has responsibility for reviewing the effectiveness of the system of internal 
control. During the year in question the review has been informed by: 

• the work of the reviewer;
• the work of the external auditor;
• the financial management and governance self-assessment process;
• the work of the executive managers within the Academy who have responsibility for the development and

maintenance of the internal control framework.

The accounting officer has been advised of the implications of the result of their review of the system of internal 
control by the Operations committee and a plan to address weaknesses and ensure continuous improvement of 
the system is in place. 

Approved by order of the members of the Board of Trustees on 10 December 2020 and signed on their behalf
by: 

Mrs A McMenamin 
Chair of Trustees 

Ms S Austin 
Accounting Officer 
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THE FOREST SCHOOL ACADEMY TRUST 

(A company limited by guarantee) 

STATEMENT ON REGULARITY, PROPRIETY AND COMPLIANCE 

As accounting officer of The Forest School Academy Trust I have considered my responsibility to notify the 
Academy Board of Trustees and the Education and Skills Funding Agency (ESFA) of material irregularity, 
impropriety and non-compliance with terms and conditions of all funding received by the Academy, under the 
funding agreement in place between the Academy and the Secretary of State for Education. As part of my 
consideration I have had due regard to the requirements of the Academies Financial Handbook 2019. 

I confirm that I and the Academy Board of Trustees are able to identify any material irregular or improper use of 
all funds by the Academy, or material non-compliance with the terms and conditions of funding under the 
Academy's funding agreement and the Academies Financial Handbook 2019. 

I confirm that no instances of material irregularity, impropriety or funding non-compliance have been discovered 
to date. If any instances are identified after the date of this statement, these will be notified to the Board of 
Trustees and ESFA. 

Ms S Austin 
Accounting Officer 

Date: 10 December 2020
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THE FOREST SCHOOL ACADEMY TRUST 

(A company limited by guarantee) 

STATEMENT OF TRUSTEES' RESPONSIBILITIES 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 AUGUST 2020 

The Trustees (who are also the directors of the charitable company for the purposes of company law) are 
responsible for preparing the Trustees' report and the financial statements in accordance with the Academies 
Accounts Direction published by the Education and Skills Funding Agency, United Kingdom Accounting 
Standards (United Kingdom Generally Accepted Accounting Practice) and applicable law and regulations. 

Company law requires the Trustees to prepare financial statements for each financial year. Under company law, 
the Trustees must not approve the financial statements unless they are satisfied that they give a true and fair 
view of the state of affairs of the charitable company and of its incoming resources and application of resources, 
including its income and expenditure, for that period. In preparing these financial statements, the Trustees are 
required to: 

• select suitable accounting policies and then apply them consistently;
• observe the methods and principles of the Charities SORP 2019 and the Academies Accounts Direction

2019 to 2020;
• make judgments and accounting estimates that are reasonable and prudent;
• state whether applicable UK Accounting Standards have been followed, subject to any material departures

disclosed and explained in the financial statements;
• prepare the financial statements on the going concern basis unless it is inappropriate to presume that the

charitable company will continue in business.

The Trustees are responsible for keeping adequate accounting records that are sufficient to show and explain 
the charitable company's transactions and disclose with reasonable accuracy at any time the financial position of 
the charitable company and enable them to ensure that the financial statements comply with the Companies Act 
2006. They are also responsible for safeguarding the assets of the charitable company and hence for taking 
reasonable steps for the prevention and detection of fraud and other irregularities. 

The Trustees are responsible for ensuring that in its conduct and operation the charitable company applies 
financial and other controls, which conform with the requirements both of propriety and of good financial 
management. They are also responsible for ensuring grants received from ESFA/DfE have been applied for the 
purposes intended. 

The Trustees are responsible for the maintenance and integrity of the corporate and financial information 
included on the charitable company's website. Legislation in the United Kingdom governing the preparation and 
dissemination of financial statements may differ from legislation in other jurisdictions. 

Approved by order of the members of the Board of Trustees on 10 December 2020 and signed on its behalf by:

Mrs A McMenamin 
Chair of Trustees 
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THE FOREST SCHOOL ACADEMY TRUST 

(A company limited by guarantee) 

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT ON THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS TO THE MEMBERS OF THE 
FOREST SCHOOL ACADEMY TRUST (CONTINUED) 

Responsibilities of trustees 

As explained more fully in the trustees' responsibilities statement, the Trustees (who are also the directors of the 
Academy for the purposes of company law) are responsible for the preparation of the financial statements and 
for being satisfied that they give a true and fair view, and for such internal control as the Trustees determine is 
necessary to enable the preparation of financial statements that are free from material misstatement, whether 
due to fraud or error. 

In preparing the financial statements, the Trustees are responsible for assessing the Academy's ability to 
continue as a going concern, disclosing, as applicable, matters related to going concern and using the going 
concern basis of accounting unless the Trustees either intend to liquidate the Academy or to cease operations, 
or have no realistic alternative but to do so. 

Auditor's responsibilities for the audit of the financial statements 

Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements as a whole are free 
from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue an auditor's report that includes our 
opinion. Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance, but is not a guarantee that an audit conducted in 
accordance with ISAs (UK) will always detect a material misstatement when it exists. Misstatements can arise 
from fraud or error and are considered material if, individually or in the aggregate, they could reasonably be 
expected to influence the economic decisions of users taken on the basis of these financial statements. 

A further description of our responsibilities for the audit of the financial statements is located on the Financial 
Reporting Council's website at: www.frc.orq.uk/auditorsresponsibilities. This description forms part of our 
auditor's report. 

Use of our report 

This report is made solely to the Academy's members, as a body, in accordance with Chapter 3 of Part 16 of the 
Companies Act 2006. Our audit work has been undertaken so that we might state to the Academy's members 
those matters we are required to state to them in an auditor's report and for no other purpose. To the fullest 
extent permitted by law, we do not accept or assume responsibility to anyone other than the Academy and its 
members, as a body, for our audit work, for this report, or for the opinions we have formed. 

Alastair Lyon (senior statutory auditor) 
for and on behalf of 
Crowe U.K. LLP 
Statutory Auditor 

Aquis House 

49-51 Blagrave Street
Reading
Berkshire
RG11PL

Date: 22 December 2020
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THE FOREST SCHOOL ACADEMY TRUST 

(A company limited by guarantee) 

INDEPENDENT REPORTING ACCOUNTANT'S ASSURANCE REPORT ON REGULARITY TO THE FOREST 
SCHOOL ACADEMY TRUST AND THE EDUCATION & SKILLS FUNDING AGENCY (CONTINUED) 

Conclusion 

In the course of our work, nothing has come to our attention which suggest in all material respects the 
expenditure disbursed and income received during the year 1 September 2019 to 31 August 2020 has not been 
applied to purposes intended by Parliament and the financial transactions do not conform to the authorities which 
govern them. 

Alastair Lyon 
Crowe U.K. LLP 

Statutory Auditor 

Aquis House 
49-51 Blagrave Street
Reading
Berkshire
RG11PL

Date: 22 December 2020
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