
 

Remote education provision: information for parents 
This information is intended to provide clarity and transparency to students and parents or              
carers about what to expect from remote education if local restrictions require entire cohorts              
(or bubbles) to remain at home. 

For details of what to expect where individual students are self-isolating, please see the final               
section of this page. 

The remote curriculum: what is taught to pupils at home 
A student’s first day or two of being educated remotely might look different from our standard                
approach, while we take all necessary actions to prepare for a longer period of remote               
teaching. 

What should my child expect from immediate remote education during 
the first day or two of pupils being sent home? 

The Forest School used an Inset day on Monday 4th January to prepare a full scale launch of                  
live lessons to ensure there was no lost learning for all students. From Tuesday 5th January                
onwards students will follow their normal timetable and attend live lessons being delivered             
by their normal class teacher. This will also include tutor time to ensure we are supporting                
students with their wellbeing and providing coverage of the PSHE curriculum. Lesson            
timings are stated below.  

Following the first few days of remote education, will my child be taught 
broadly the same curriculum as they would if they were in school? 
At The Forest we teach the same curriculum remotely as we do in school wherever possible                
and appropriate. However, we have needed to make some adaptations in some subjects.             
For example, in practical subjects where access to specific resources and equipment will be              
significantly limited while learning remotely. Lessons will be scheduled to follow the same             
timetable the students use when in school to ensure a broad and balanced coverage of the                
curriculum. PE might be the only exception to this where students will be provided with an                
exercise plan and cover some health related fitness material.  

 

 

Tutor / Registration 8.45am 

Lesson 1 9.10am 

Lesson 2 11.15am 

Lesson 3 1.30pm 



 

Remote teaching and study time each day 

How long can I expect work set by the school to take my child each day? 
We expect that remote education (including remote teaching and independent work) will take             
pupils broadly the following number of hours each day: 

 

 Accessing remote education 

How will my child access any online remote education you are 
providing? 

All lessons will be live lessons delivered via zoom. The link to the lesson will be emailed out                  
to students and parents via Edulink and can also be published on Google Classroom. In               
order to further supplement the remote learning package the school is offering we also have               
Show My Homework, GCSE Pod and EzyEducation that students can use to further support              
and enhance their remote learning. Each student has an individual login for each of these               
learning platforms and can ask for their passwords to be reset by their tutor if they are                 
struggling to access them. Year 7-9 also have access to Accelerated Reader to ensure they               
continue to make progress with their reading comprehension during this lockdown period.  

If my child does not have digital or online access at home, how will you 
support them to access remote education? 
We recognise that some pupils may not have suitable online access at home. We have 
worked to establish the requirements our parents have to facilitate online access and have 
already issued a number of laptops and internet connections. If you do not have and are not 
able to provide suitable online access or a device that can facilitate remote learning then 
please contact the Deputy Headteacher at cgill@forest.academy to discuss possible 
support. 

If the school can support with a laptop or Wi-Fi router loan then these can be collected from                  
the school reception at a pre-arranged time. A loan user agreement must be signed by a                
parent before they are able to receive the laptop. 
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Secondary school-aged pupils not 
working towards formal qualifications this 
year 

5 hours per day 

Secondary school-aged pupils working 
towards formal qualifications this year 

5 hours per day 



 
 

How will my child be taught remotely? 

We use a combination of the following approaches to teach pupils remotely: 

● Live teaching (online lessons) will be the main method being adopted by the school               
when delivering a remote education. Each student will have 3 x 100 minute live              
lessons a day covering our normal timetable. A typical live lesson might include             
teacher questioning to assess student understanding, use of video clips, written           
activities and peer group discussion through the use of breakout rooms. 

● A live lesson will consist of 60 minutes of teacher delivery and then 40 minutes of                 
supervised independent study where students will complete an activity set by the            
teacher whilst remaining in the live lesson to ask for support if needed. 

● Textbooks and reading books pupils have at home may be used as a resource during               
live lessons but not instead of. 

● A suite of online learning platforms are also used by the school to enhance the               
remote learning provision. These include Google Classroom, GCSE Pod and          
EzyEducation. In addition to this there may be subject specific learning platforms            
being used as well. It is likely these platforms will be used in live lesson time under                 
teacher supervision.  

Engagement and feedback 

What are your expectations for my child’s engagement and the support 
that we as parents and carers should provide at home? 

● We expect that students participate in and be punctual to and attend all live lessons if                
they are fit and well enough to do so. Students should complete all work that is set to                  
the best of their ability. Any misconduct will result in the teacher removing the student               
from the live lesson. 

● Students must not share the link or try and enter a lesson under another name under                
any circumstances. 

● At the start of a lesson students must have their video on so the teacher can identify                 
they have the correct students from their class. They must remain muted. 

● Students who do not have their video on to identify themselves will be immediately              
removed from the lesson 

● At all other times, students must follow the direction given by the teacher as to               
whether their video and microphone function must be switched on / off. Parents             
should notify the school if their child’s device does not have a working camera              
function. 

● Students should conduct themselves appropriately in line with the usual school           
expectations. They should be appropriately dressed and where possible in an           
appropriate room of the house with a neutral background. 

● Students have access to all the necessary online learning platforms the school offers.             
However, if they are struggling to access these they should be proactive in seeking              
support from their class teacher or tutor in the first instance. 

● Parents should try to ensure that their child stays in a healthy routine and are               
engaging with their remote learning on time just as if it were a normal school day. 

● Parents should do what they can to provide the necessary learning equipment            
including Wi-Fi and an appropriate device for learning. Where this is not possible             
they should contact a senior member of the school staff. 
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● It is important that parents keep an open dialogue with the school if they are               
struggling to get their child to engage with their home learning. If this is the case then                 
they should contact the school to seek appropriate support.  

How will you check whether my child is engaging with their work and 
how will I be informed if there are concerns? 

● Teachers are taking registers every lesson and attendance is being tracked on a             
daily basis for all students. If a student is becoming a concern attending then an               
email will be sent home by a relevant member of the pastoral team with a follow up                 
phone call if required.  

● Teachers will monitor the quality of work being produced by students as well. If this               
becomes a concern then the class teacher or relevant Head of Department will             
contact home via email in the first instance. If this is a wider concern across multiple                
subjects then the child’s Tutor or Head of Year will be in touch as per the above.  

● Parents should inform the school if their child is unwell and not able to engage in                
remote learning on a given day. They should call for each new day of absence.  

● If you have a concern about your child’s engagement then please do not hesitate to               
get in touch with us. Your first port of call should be with your child’s form tutor.  

How will you assess my child’s work and progress? 

Feedback can take many forms and may not always mean extensive written comments for              
individual children. For example, whole-class feedback or quizzes marked automatically via           
digital platforms are also valid and effective methods, amongst many others. Our approach             
to feeding back on pupil work is as follows: 

With there being a full quota of live lessons being delivered by teachers a lot of feedback                 
given to students will be verbal during the live lessons being provided. With this in mind,                
teachers will still aim to give written feedback on students' work within the frequency of the                
school feedback policy. 

Students may also be required to self-assess their work where appropriate. Guidance on             
how to do this will be given to them by the class teacher. The platform for giving written                  
feedback to students is at the discretion of the class teacher but will most likely be via                 
Google Classroom, GCSE Pod or a subject specific learning platform. 
 

Additional support for pupils with particular needs 

How will you work with me to help my child who needs additional 
support from adults at home to access remote education? 
We recognise that some pupils, for example some pupils with special educational needs and              
disabilities (SEND), may not be able to access remote education without support from adults              
at home. We acknowledge the difficulties this may place on families, and we will work with                
parents and carers to support those pupils in the following ways: 

● Weekly touch base communication will be provided by the SENCO or a member of              
the Learning Support team for  those students with an EHC Plan 

● LSAs will support in school for students with an EHC Plan and will attend live lessons                
if a student is working remotely. 
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● Providing a full quota of live lessons will help to maintain the structure and routine of                
a normal school day for students with SEND.  

● Students will be taught by their usual teachers for live lessons meaning that             
teachers are aware of individual needs and will adapt teaching materials and            
strategies accordingly.  

● Students who usually have individual or small group intervention will continue to            
have some remote sessions to support them.  

Remote education for self-isolating pupils 

Where individual pupils need to self-isolate but the majority of their peer group remains in               
school, how remote education is provided will likely differ from the approach for whole              
groups. This is due to the challenges of teaching pupils both at home and in school. 

If my child is not in school because they are self-isolating, how will their 
remote education differ from the approaches described above?  

If a student has to self-isolate then this shouldn’t impact their learning provided they are fit                
and well enough to access the live lessons. Due to the robust online learning platforms and                
full curriculum coverage being offered students can access their curriculum from home            
whether they are self-isolating or not. Of course if at any time a parent knows their child is                  
struggling with their remote education then they should contact their child’s tutor without             
hesitation.  
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