
information is being 

posted relating to PE at 

Forest. Follow @PeForest.  

 

Yesterday, we             

welcomed local primary 

school children to take 

part in a multi-skills 

event. Our Forest            

Leaders were excellent 

hosts, they ensured all 

the primary school               

children were helped 

and motivated during 

their activities.  

 

Year 9 students held a 

music recital session.  It 

was lovely to welcome 

parents, who came to 

support their son’s.  

 

Today the school            

atmosphere is buzzing. 

Year 12 &13 students are 

taking part in                    

employability workshops 

and  Year 7-10 students 

are taking part in the 

House Swimming Gala.   

 

Tickets for the PTA quiz 

are now on sale via        

Scopay or through The 

PTA email 

pta@forest.academy. 

It’s always a great night 

and of course any                    

money raised will be put 

to use in school to               

benefit students. 

 

Have a lovely         

weekend. 

 

Best Wishes 

Shirley Austin 

Headteacher  

@ForestSchoolHead  

now have to wait for the 

WTC judges to make 

their final  decision 

about the winning              

project.  

 

We are incredibly proud 

of these boys who 

showed true leadership 

on the night itself. We 

thank  parents for their 

additional support. 

 

The Year 11 football 

team have reached the 

semi-final of the English  

Schools’ Football Associ-

ation National Cup. 

They visited               

Northampton School for 

boys earlier this week 

and came away with a 

2-1 win.  

 

This has helped inspire 

our incredible Year 10 

boys who narrowly lost in 

their quarter final. Well 

done to them for all their 

effort and dedication so 

far.  

 

We look 

forward 

to sup-

porting 

the Year 

11s in 

their next 

match.  

 

We also have a new PE 

Twitter account where 

lots of useful and timely 

January has sped by, 

and students have once 

again been involved 

with numerous lessons, 

activities and enrich-

ment opportunities.  

 

Year 8s enjoyed a         

Geography school trip 

to Cheddar Gorge, this 

is always an inspirational 

trip that helps inspire 

and solidify knowledge.  

 

We have had a really    

excellent Year 8 options 

evening, filled with lots 

of information and            

discussion about their 

next step.  

 

Year 8 & 9 received 

presentation from Tim 

Davie, CEO BBC Studios, 

through                             

Speakers4Schools, 

about careers in media. 

They were ecstatic 

when they were shown 

unpublished footage of 

the Top Gear                     

programme, where 

Freddie Flintoff bungee 

jumped off a dam in a 

car.   

 

Students from Year 8 

and 9 have been       

involved in a Litter and 

Graffiti eradication     

project run by            

Wokingham Town    

Council for several 

months. They presented 

their research and ideas  

alongside St Crispin’s 

and Emmbrook School 

at the Full Town Council 

meeting this week. We 

IMPORTANT DATES 

 

 Fri 31/01/20 Y12 Travel & 

Tourism Trip to Windsor 

 Fri 31/01/20 Y12 & Y13 

Employability Workshops 

 Mon 03/02/20 PTA  

Meeting in Forest 6 at 

6:30pm, all welcome  

 Wed 12/02/20 Y12 & Y13 

Art Exam Trip  

 Mon 17/02/20—Fri 

21/02/20 Half Term 

 Fri 28/02/20 PTA Quiz 

Night 7:00pm for a 

7:30pm start  

 Thurs 05/03/20 Y7         

Parents’ Evening  

 W/c Mon 09/03/20 Y13 

Pre Public Exams 

 Mon 16/03/20-Fri 

20/03/20 Y11 GCSE Art & 

Photography Exams 

 Thurs 19/03/20 Battle of 

the Bands 

 Mon 23/03/20 RFC               

Induction Evening 

 Tues 24/03/20 Y10 Mock 

Interview Day 

 Wed 25/03/20 RFC              

Induction Day 

 Wed 25/03/20 Music 

Recital 

 Thurs 26/03/20 Y9             

Parents’ Evening 

 Wed 01/04/20 GCSE 

French & Spanish     

Speaking Pre Public  

Exam 

 Fri 03/04/20 End of Term 

 Mon 20/04/20 Return to 

school for all students 

8:45am start 

 Mon 20/04/20 PTA  

Meeting in Forest 6 at 

6:30pm, all welcome  

 Thurs 07/05/20 Y12         

Parents’ Evening 

 

 

Headteacher's Update 

Forest School partners and suppliers: 

Week A 
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Ski Trip  
entertainments, night 

skiing under flood lights 

and a visit to a tradi-

tional pizza restaurant 

were highlights.       

Please keep your eye 

and ears open for the 

upcoming announce-

ment regarding this 

year’s trip.  

Annual Ski Trip. 

Passo Tonale, Italy 

2019.  

 

Thirty boys from Year 

8—10 had the trip of a 

lifetime just before 

Christmas as they 

spent a week in the 

Italian Alps. Passo 

Toanle is one of the 

best resort in Italy and 

proved to be a chal-

lenge and an adven-

ture for our boys. The 

boys developed their 

skiing skills over the 

course of the week 

and also enjoyed a 

programme of evening 

Expert Talk through LetsLocalise 
“On Friday, 24th                     

January we had a visit 

from Phil Murphy. Phil 

had signed up to                      

provide students with 

an expert talk through 

the LetsLocalise                  

website. Having                     

previously worked as a 

journalist during                      

Margaret Thatcher’s 

era and had 

been a political 

advisor to Tony 

Blair, he offered 

an insight into the                  

inner workings of 

the government 

and the political 

climate at the 

time. Speaking to 

the school          

council and the 

sixth form                 

leadership team, 

Phil answered 

questions             

regarding whether we 

agreed with the House 

of Lords and even                

certain economic                 

policies in regards to 

Brexit. All of the boys 

had great fun in giving 

their opinions and ask-

ing questions about 

how we should       

proceed as a country 

over the next few 

years.                          

All in all it was a        

fascinating                

experience, much   

enjoyed by all.”  

 

Deputy Head Girl, 

Charlotte Beeton 
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We’re delighted to 

announce that in 2021 

we’ll be taking a 

group of Forest School 

students on a  World 

Challenge expedition 

for 4 weeks to the                   

Indian Himalayas.  
 

The group, led by Mr 

Skidmore, supported 

by Miss Smith, will be 

joined by a World 

Challenge Leader 

who will guide and 

help the team through 

the whole World                    

Challenge process 

and trip. 
 

Trip attendees will be 

confirmed by 30th Jan. 

From this point forward 

we, and the students 

taking part, will decide 

the itinerary for the 

trip, have regular 

meetings and prepare 

by taking part in train-

ing expeditions. Part of 

the ’challenge’ is also 

about students raising 

funds in order to pay 

for their trip.   
 

Initial conversations 

with the boys show 

great fundraising ideas 

including, bag pack-

ing, cake sales, charity 

events and much 

more. They will be put-

ting these fundraising 

plans into action from 

February onwards. 

World Challenge trip to Indian Himalayas 

Year 10 Mock Interview 

Tuesday, 24th March 2020 

Can you help? 

No prior experience of  

interviewing is necessary; 

just the willingness to            

support the students and 

the school. Please contact 

Lorraine Lewington on 

0118 978 1626 X 1015 or 

email                             

blewington 

@forest.academy 
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We are delighted with 

the number of         

students who have 

enrolled in 2020 to 

take part in the Bronze 

and Silver Duke of    

Edinburgh scheme.  

If you still wish to                     

entered into the     

programme 

please speak 

with Mrs Deer.  

Duke of                        

Edinburgh  

meetings begin 

shortly, please see                  

Mr Hannam for further 

details.  

Duke of Edinburgh Update 

On a wet Wednesday 

in January we took 47 

our of year students to 

Cheddar Gorge and 

Caves. The trip is             

designed to support 

their work on rocks 

and weathering and it 

never fails to impress 

me as well as out                  

students. The                           

audible 'wow' as we 

walk into some of the 

main chambers                

underlines the                         

importance of work 

outside the classroom 

and helps students to 

see what we have 

been learning in                       

action. Students were 

able to learn about 

natural history and 

how the caves have 

been used by man 

over the centuries.                   

Students were                

impeccably behaved 

and their insightful 

questions helped 

make the day really 

special.  

 

Mr Roberts 

 

 

Year 8 Cheddar Gorge Trip  

What’s next in PHSE—Jigsaw programme 

This half term, during 

their daily PHSE time, 

students have been 

working through the 

‘Healthy Me’ unit.    

After the half term 

break students will 

begin working 

through a new 

unit: 

‘Relationships’.  
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The Letslocalise                 

website is live and   

registrations are really 

growing.  

Current live projects 

include: 

1.Can you spare some 

time and help in the 

Letslocalise 
sixth form café? 

2.Can you volunteer 

some time to help 

with exam invigila-

tion? 

3.Would you like to 

make a contribution 

to the Table Tennis 

Tables project?                          

4.Are you able 

to offer an ex-

pert talk to    

students in the 

form of a class 

talk or group 

presentation?   

If you have skills 

and industry 

knowledge 

we’d love to 

hear from you.  
 

All these projects are 

designed to enhance 

the equipment,        

facilities, learning    

opportunities for our 

students.                     

Please get involved.  

More projects will be 

posted shortly, so 

please check the 

LetsLocalise website 

regularly. 

Visit 

www.letslocalise.co.uk 

and register today.  

Thank you. 

On Tuesday 28th                  

January a group of 8                 

students from Year 8 

and 9 represented the 

school at Wokingham 

Town council's Litter 

and Graffiti                               

eradication                         

competition.     

 

The students have 

been working                         

incredibly hard over 

the last few months to 

devise a plan to                     

reduce litter, they                   

decided to go                          

beyond the brief set 

by the council as they 

wanted to have an 

environmental impact 

as well.  They are     

working hard to                       

reduce litter by                                     

encouraging students, 

staff and the wider 

community to use                  

refillable bottles.  In 

order to reach 

their goal they will be 

working with Thames 

Water who have 

promised to send 1 

metal water bottle for 

each student in the 

school. The team      

presented their ideas 

to the council in front 

of the adjudicators, 

councillors and                       

parents. We are                   

eagerly awaiting the 

results but whatever 

the outcome we are                      

incredibly proud of our 

students who did 

an amazing job.  

Litter and Graffiti Eradication Team   

http://www.letslocalise.co.uk


Aspiring * Safe  * Prepared  * Independent  * Respectful  * Excellent  Page 6 

Students in Year 11 have 

had individual discus-

sions with Mrs Lewington 

Careers Leader to talk 

through their plans for 

after Year 11 and be-

yond. Those students 

who are still unsure will 

continue to have follow 

up meetings. 
 

Year 8 are currently go-

ing through the option 

process. Please encour-

age them to use the 

free to use START digital 

platform, 

www.startprofile.com, as 

they progress through 

school. They need to 

register with the follow-

ing code 84427. 
 

We would like to en-

courage Year 9 students 

upwards to use the 

SMART platform; it helps 

them with future career 

planning.  
 

Parents don't need a 

code to access the site.  
 

EVENTS 

On 17th January stu-

dents’ in Year 8 & 9 

were very fortunate to 

attend a Speak-

ers4School presentation 

delivered by Tim Davie 

CBE, the CEO of BBC 

studios.  He spent an 

hour with the students 

discussing his back-

ground and career 

pathway, the media, 

the BBC, the Creative 

Industries and skills 

needed for the future. A 

new website for the Cre-

ative Industries has been 

developed and students 

should go to https://

DiscoverCcrea-

tive.Careers for the most 

up-to-date information.  

We thank Tim for giving 

up his time to visit us and 

Speakers4schools for 

facilitating this event. 
 

On 24th January the 

school council were 

able to hear a presenta-

tion from Phil Murphy a 

political journalist. We 

thank Phil for coming 

along and letslocalise 

for organising. 
 

On 29th January we 

welcomed Reading, 

Bracknell and Woking-

ham Colleges, BCA 

Maidenhead and Pulse 

Academy to talk to stu-

dents in Year 11 and 10 

who are considering a 

vocational pathway 

and or apprenticeship 

opportunities. Students 

were encourage to at-

tend the open evenings 

which are happening in 

February and apply for 

taster sessions at BCA 

which take place next 

term. 
 

Today, 31st January –    

Employability workshops 

will take place for sixth 

form students interested 

in apprenticeships,       

employment, network-

ing, use of social media 

delivered by Business 

Volunteers and the ASK 

service ( apprenticeship 

outreach). 
 

3rd-7th February is     

National Apprenticeship 

week so the students will 

be able to take part in 

class based activities 

and find out more 

about the upcoming 

opportunities in this 

growing sector #NAW, 

#LookBeyond, 

@apprenticeships. 

Careers Update 

Thinking about teaching? 

There are lots of                      

opportunities to find 

out a career in                   

teaching.  

 Monday 10th Feb 

1.00-3.00pm Reigate 

School Get into 

Teaching Information 

Seminar 

 Thursday 27th Feb 

9.00-11.00am                     

Weydon School, 

Farnham Get into 

Teaching Information 

Seminar 

 Saturday 7th March 

9.30-12.00 Weydon 

School, Farnham Get 

into Teaching                       

Information & Coffee 

Morning 

 Thursday 23rd April 

9.00-11.00am                     

Weydon School, 

Farnham Get into 

Teaching Information 

Seminar 

 Saturday 9th May 

9.30-12.00 Weydon 

School, Farnham Get  

into Teaching                

Information & Coffee 

   Morning. 

  

i2i Teaching                         

Partnership SCITT 

Don’t forget to check out 

the Forest Careers Twitter 

feed: ForestWinnershCa-

reers   

@CareersForest 

Lorraine Lewington 

Careers Leader 


