
Barbeque and our new 

students met their tutors. 

The weather was beauti-

ful making the start of 

the boy’s school life at 

Forest School even more 

memorable. Bookings 

for our school tours are 

now live on our website, 

please share this infor-

mation with anyone you 

know. 

I am delighted to intro-

duce Jaskaran Bahra, 

Head Boy and Isabel 

Talaga, Head Girl and 

the new prefect team to 

you (see page 2). This 

team is full of energy, 

ideas and drive to make 

the Forest School an 

even more dynamic 

school and I look for-

ward to working with 

them in the year ahead. 

Tonight is our Year 11 

Prom and I am looking 

forward to meeting up 

with our students to cel-

ebrate such a significant 

milestone. The joint Year 

7 disco at The Holt will 

also be held tonight and 

tickets are available for 

sale on the door. Thank 

you to parents and staff 

for their support in mak-

ing these such fantastic 

events.  

I wish you a happy and 

safe weekend. 

Shirley Austin 

pens from Reception at 

break time. 

Hydration is very im-

portant to help with 

learning and progress, 

so please ensure your 

child comes to school 

with a refillable water 

bottle every day. En-

courage your child to 

drink regularly and refill 

their water bottle at 

both break times as this 

will support the advice 

we are giving in school. 

If your child has PE on 

their timetable, please 

can you ensure that sun 

cream is applied before 

coming to school. 

The Year 12 and 10 

mocks are progressing 

well, with students work-

ing hard and staying 

focused. Students have 

managed the heat im-

pressively well and have 

clearly prepared thor-

oughly for these exams. I 

hope their results reflect 

their hard work in school 

and at home. 

This week we have wel-

comed our new Year 7 

parents to the school. 

The boys had a wonder-

ful taster day learning 

about Science, Technol-

ogy and History and 

played some fantastic 

Cricket on the field. 

Teachers and parents 

mingled at the Family 

It has been a wonderful 

week of learning. Stu-

dents have been busy in 

lessons with their new 

timetable, new courses 

and books. It is an excit-

ing time for us all and it is 

a pleasure to hear what 

the boys have been 

learning when I meet 

them in the canteen at 

break. Students are en-

thusiastic and have 

been talking about the 

extra time they now 

have to practice the 

skills they have been 

taught in lessons. Thank 

you for your positive sup-

port of this change. 

Student progress is es-

sential in every lesson, so 

we need students fully 

equipped to ensure a 

positive learning envi-

ronment at the start of 

each lesson. It is there-

fore essential that all 

students come to every 

lesson with their ‘tools for 

learning’ this includes: a 

black biro, a pencil & 

sharpener, a pencil 

eraser, a glue stick, a 

highlighter, a purple bi-

ro, a scientific calculator 

and a set square, pro-

tractor and a compass. 

Stationery kit is checked 

every morning and if 

anything is missing, stu-

dents can purchase the 

items including purple 

IMPORTANT DATES 

  
 Mon 2/7/18 PTA         

Meeting in Forest 6 

7:30pm-8:30pm, all  

welcome  

 Wed 4/7/18 Year 10               

Careers Fair at Reading 

College 

 Wed 4/7/18 Year 5 

Transition Day  

 Fri 6/7/18—Sun 8/7/18 

Year 7 Trip to Croft 

Farm, Tewkesbury 

 Thurs 12/7/18 Year 12 

Biology Trip to                  

Kimmeridge Beech, 

Dorset 

 Fri 13/7/18  and Mon 

16/7/18 Year 7             

Geography Trip to        

Hengistbury Head 

 New Date—Thurs 

19/7/18 End of term 
Dismissal at 3:10pm 

 Fri 20/7/18—Mon 3/9/18 

Summer Holidays 

 Mon  3/9/18 Return  to 

school for all students—

8:45am start  
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Headteacher’s Update 

 

 

 

Open Morning Dates 

 Friday 21th September                               

 Wednesday, 26th September        

 Monday, 1st October   

 Tuesday, 2nd October   

 Wednesday, 3rd October 

 Thursday, 4th October 

 Friday, 5th October 

 

 

Open Evening 

Thursday 27th September 2018 

Family Tours from 6:00pm – 8:30pm  

Headteacher’s talk at 6:00pm and 

7:00pm 

To book your place visit  

www.forest.wokingham.sch.uk 

Booking is           

required for 

all events 
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2018-19 Headboy, Headgirl and Senior Team 

University College 

London. As a per-

son Jaskaran is 

friendly to all, self-

effacing with a qui-

et determination to 

succeed, what real-

ly impressed all of us 

during the interview 

process for Head 

Boy was that Jaska-

ran wants “trying 

hard” to become 

an integral part of 

the ethos of the 

boys at The Forest.  
 

Isabel Talaga (Head 

Girl)- Isabel joined us 

from Waingels College. 

Her key reasons for join-

ing us were the friendly 

atmosphere and the 

fact that our pastoral 

system is so supportive. 

Beyond the classroom, 

Izzy’s biggest challenge 

thus far was a one 

month trip to China and 

Mongolia. This included 

a 60 KM trek, and resto-

ration of a Buddhist 

Temple all at the age of 

16. Izzy achieved 8 A*- B 

GCSES. Her choice of A 

levels subjects are lead-

ing her towards a ca-

reer in speech therapy. 

She already knows ex-

actly which university 

(Manchester) she wants 

to attend, and the 

grades needed to get 

on to a specialist 

course.  

Izzy  has made such a 

positive impression, ask-

ing for extra English 

reading beyond the 

curriculum and chal-

lenging herself by read-

ing university level texts.  

As Head Girl, Izzy is de-

termined to create an 

inclusive ethos within 

the school, ensuring 

that every person’s 

unique qualities are cel-

ebrated and accept-

ed. She also has a focus 

on student voice, and 

wants all of the younger 

years to have an input 

in to the future direction 

of the school.  

Mr Bainbridge. 

 

Visit the school Library 

for a copy of the cur-

rent Reading List 

Book of the Week: 

The Carnegie Medal 

Shortlist 2018                           

Where the World Ends – 

Geraldine 

McCaughrean 

Every summer Quill and 

his friends are put 

ashore on a remote sea 

stack to hunt birds. But 

this summer, no one 

arrives to take them 

home. 

Surely nothing but the 

end of the world can 

explain why they've 

been abandoned - 

cold, starving and         

clinging to life, in the 

grip of a murderous 

ocean. How will they 

survive? 

This book was                   

announced as the win-

ner of the Carnegie 

Medal on Monday 18th 

June 2018. 

 

We’re delighted to an-

nounce this year’s 

Head Boy and Head 

Girl and their team. As 

always the standard of 

applicant was excel-

lent. However, Jaskaran 

Bahra is now Head boy 

and Isabel Talaga is 

now Head girl. They will 

be supported by a 

group of other fantastic 

Year 12 students.  

  

Jaskaran Bahra (Head 

Boy)- Jaskaran has 

been a student with The 

Forest since Year 7. He 

has impressed academ-

ically and has a busy 

extra curricular sched-

ule to. He is a black belt 

in Kung Fu, has learned 

the Indian Drums and  

took part in internation-

al public speaking com-

petitions.  

Having achieved a 

whole host of A*/A 

grades at GCSE, Jaska-

ran decided that he 

wanted to pursue a ca-

reer in medicine. This 

year in the 6th form he 

has started volunteering 

in a care home, and 

has taken part in a 

number of super-

curricular medical ex-

periences, like the 

Young Medics Day at 

 

In no order. Ellis Morgan, Sam Jordan, Toby Nave (Deputy Head boy), Ollie Williams (Deputy Head Boy), 

Leon Riccio, Jaskaran Bahra (Head Boy), Tom Davis, Aadil Patel, Isabel Talaga (Head Girl), Hannah 

Carolan (Deputy Head Girl), Cerys Dolamore (Deputy Head Girl),  Chloe Griffiths, Hannah Jones. 



Word of 

the week  

Year 7   

Create 

Year 8     

Positive 

Year 9   

Location 

Year 10                             

Principal 

Year 11  

Fundamental  
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down, Edward’s run 

began to turn into a 

light jog, which eventu-

ally dispensed into a 

walk, until he stopped.  

Slumping down against 

a tree, he caught his 

breath and wiped 

away the beads of 

sweat from his fore-

head, which were be-

ginning to sting his eyes. 

Almost crying, Edward 

thought of how he had 

managed to get himself 

in such a situation!  All 

he wanted was a break 

from the busy city, not 

this! 

Pushing himself up from 

the damp forest floor, 

Edward was about to 

make a move when he 

heard something… the 

crunching of leaves 

and the snapping of 

twigs.  Suddenly a mon-

strous creature was in 

Edward’s path, slightly 

hidden by the shadows.  

With his eyes wide in 

horror, Edward 

screamed but no sound 

came out.  He wanted 

to run, but his legs 

wouldn’t let him, they 

were fixed firmly to the 

floor.  The monster 

edged closer.  Panic 

struck through his body, 

he was helpless.   

Staring into the scarlet-

red eyes of the beast, 

Edward gave up trying.  

He could almost taste 

metallic blood in the air, 

coming from the snort-

ing nostrils of this mon-

strous creature.  A wave 

of thought came over 

Edward, he knew what 

to do next… 

 

life, however this night-

mare had only just start-

ed.  In the corridor was 

endless darkness. De-

spite feeling nervous 

and scared he contin-

ued.  He began to smell 

rotting flesh.   

All of a sudden, Chuck 

could hear footsteps 

creeping up the stair-

case behind him, so 

speedily hid himself in 

an open cupboard.  It 

was pitch black.  As 

Chuck looked through 

the small, round hole of 

the key lock he could 

see a creature emerg-

ing.  It had small red 

eyes, which looked 

blood-thirsty, and a 

muscular body covered 

in a thick matted brown 

fur.  Chuck began to 

sweat profusely, was 

this it?  Was he going to 

die?  Chuck held his 

breath, his chest lay 

still… 

 

The Forbidden Forest by 

Patrik Brown 

Out of breath, Edward 

just ran.  Not caring 

what was in the endless 

darkness that was 

ahead.  All he wanted 

to do was to get away 

from this groaning noise 

that had followed him.  

The smell of rotting flesh 

in the air burnt his nos-

trils, whilst the lightning 

and rain crashed down 

on him.  Still running, his 

heart felt like it was go-

ing to bust out of his 

chest, however he was-

n’t going to stop until 

he felt safe, even if it 

killed him!   

Reluctantly calming 

Year 7 Gothic Writing 

7N have been learning 

about the Gothic genre 

in English and recently 

wrote short Gothic    

stories of their own.   

Please see below two             

stories by Abraham 

Kanu and Patrik Brown 

Ms Rattue 

The Castle by Abraham 

Kanu 

One stormy night, in a 

ghostly dark castle, a 

lost traveller called 

Chuck wandered into 

the deep depths of the 

castle’s gardens and he 

was presented with the 

door entrance.  He des-

perately sought shelter.  

As he opened the 

wooden door, it 

creaked loudly, sending 

a shiver down Chuck’s 

bony spine.  As he 

walked in, all of a sud-

den the door slammed 

shut, closing behind him 

with a ‘BANG’.  He start-

ed sweating; he wasn’t 

sure what to do!  He 

decided to investigate 

and cautiously walked 

through the dingy 

depths of the castle.   

In the distance he 

heard noises: howling 

and screaming.  Chuck 

instinctively wanted to 

help but his heart was 

pounding out of his 

chest.  Walking slowly 

towards the loud 

screams he noticed 

drips of blood on the 

floor, which followed up 

the staircase.  He trem-

bled in fear.  Rushing up 

the stairs, not knowing 

what was up there wait-

ing for him in the shad-

ows!  As Chuck 

reached the top of the 

stairs, he feared for his 
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Art & Photography Department—Donations request  

If you have any old 

photography or art 

equipment that you no 

longer use, the Art and 

photography              

department would be 

very grateful for it.  

I would request that 

equipment is donated 

rather than borrowed 

as accidents do       

happen! All electrical 

equipment must be in 

good working order 

and must be able to 

pass a PAT tests (No 

damage to cables or 

casing and  no new 

plugs). 

Items needed: 

 Old digital cameras 

with power chargers 

and computer cables 

(even if they are out-

dated they can still be 

of great use to us)  

 Tripods  -any size  

 Studio lighting, 

 Backdrop fabric with 

stand.  

 USB memory sticks, SD 

cards or other storage 

devices.  

 Tablets  

 Art materials or easels. 

Items for collage old 

books, maps etc 

We will be hoping to 

hold an exhibition of 

photography and art 

work and any display 

items would be greatly 

appreciated for this.  

Any donations can be 

left at Reception. If you 

are unsure of whether 

your equipment would 

be useful please feel 

free to contact me di-

rectly on 

lmcneill@forest.wokingh

am.sch.uk 

Thank you in advance 

for your support.         

Mrs  McNeill  

Careers News 

On Wednesday 4th July 

Year 10 will have the 

exciting opportunity to 

visit the Wokingham 

Careers Fair at Reading 

College. Students will 

interact with local    

businesses and Further 

and Higher Education 

Providers to help them 

consider the various 

pathways available to 

them post 16/18. They 

will also attend one 

STEM related workshop, 

they can choose from 

Jacobs Engineering, 

Thames Water,                         

Microsoft, Apprentice-

ship Information Service. 

Year 13 Higher Educa-

tion Day, 9th July from 

10.00 – 15.10.  

Students will attend a 

series of workshops in-

cluding; Personal State-

ments, Student Life, 

Pathways to Higher Edu-

cations and                         

Alternatives, STEM               

careers, Oxbridge               

Applications and             

Aspirations. Sessions will 

be delivered by Higher 

Education Liaison                   

Officers from the                     

following Institutions: 

Reading, Oxford 

Brookes, Oxford, Bucks 

New. This event is being 

supported by the Study 

Higher outreach                  

programme. 

Mrs Lewington 

Careers Lead 

A-level Biology students 

visited an Ofsted            

outstanding Primary 

school, St Dominic Savio 

RC school in Woodley, 

to demonstrate           

microscopy. They       

supported the learning 

of Year 3 pupils by 

demonstrating the use 

of microscopy in       

magnifying objects like 

salt, hair and onion 

cells. The pupils of St 

Dominic Savio also   

prepared cheek cell 

slides and were allowed 

to ‘play’ with the £200 

microscopes! There 

were lots of words like 

‘wow’ from the pupils. 

Students at The Forest 

School also enjoyed the 

experience of               

educating younger  

pupils as part of their 

community service. The 

Forest School is         

committed to  various 

outreach programmes 

and our students are 

keen to  continue to 

support  5 Primary 

school pupils in their 

learning of science. 

Mr Miccoli 

A Level Students expand the world for Year 3s 

mailto:lmcneill@forest.wokingham.sch.uk
mailto:lmcneill@forest.wokingham.sch.uk
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consider supporting the 

Forest PTA as you shop 

online via The Giving 

Machine (over 2,000       

participating retailers) 

or Easyfundraising - 

thank you to the Easy-

fundraisers who have 

helped to raise £40 for 

us over the last month. 

Does your company 

offer match funding? 

Please do get in touch 

with us if so. 

Our last PTA meeting of 

this academic year is at 

Forest 6 on Monday, 

2nd July at 7:30pm.  

Do come along and 

join us! 

Please address all PTA 

enquiries 

to pta@forest.wokingha

m.sch.uk 

  

 

raise a considerable 

amount for Forest 

school at the same 

time. This is a great op-

portunity to enjoy the 

fabulous musical tribute 

acts, this year including 

‘Coldplace’, ‘T Rextasy’ 

and the ‘Ed Sheeran 

Experience’ amongst 

many more.  Please get 

in touch with Liz Cooley 

at  

ecooley@forest.woking

ham.sch.uk for more 

details. 

We are running our Fab 

Fridays every Friday  

until the end of term, 

selling ice lollies and 

cold drinks for only 50p 

for pupils as they leave 

at 3.10pm. Please just 

check that the pupils 

have a little bit of cash 

on them that day. 

As always, please do 

PTA News 

Spread the news! We 

are holding a Boot Sale 

at Forest School on the 

morning of Sunday 8th 

July. Have something to 

sell? We are charging 

just £8 per car (vans 

£10) per pitch. For only 

50p per person you can 

come along to browse 

the stalls and hopefully 

bag a bargain or two. 

Do share the details 

with your family and 

friends – you don’t 

need to have a pupil at 

Forest School to attend. 

The more the merrier. 

Can you help? If you 

can assist with duties 

such as ticket scanning 

and marshalling at the 

Marvellous Festival at 

Dinton Pastures on the 

weekend of 21st and 

22nd, you will  receive a 

FREE ticket to the event 

that day or the follow-

ing day (worth £43). 

You’ll also be helping to 

mailto:pta@forest.wokingham.sch.uk
mailto:pta@forest.wokingham.sch.uk
mailto:Ecooley@forest.wokingham.sch.uk
mailto:Ecooley@forest.wokingham.sch.uk

