
take up my reading    

challenge. At this time of 

year it is essential for boys 

to take time to read for 

both school work and 

pleasure and your        

support in encouraging 

your sons to read will be 

appreciated. A good first 

target is to read for as 

many minutes each day 

as your son spends on his 

phone or device/ipad 

etc. 

Tips for encouraging 

reading: 

1. Encourage the use of 

kindles. 

2. Remove devices from 

your sons bedroom 

after 9pm. 

3. Turn off the wifi at 

9pm. 

Please encourage your 

sons to read—it is a             

fantastic life skill. 

 

We need your view –     

Parent View  

We are always keen to 

assess our effectiveness 

and each year we ask 

our parents to complete 

the online Ofsted, Parent 

contact details. Thank 

you. 

Water Bottles 

Please could you ensure 

that you send your son 

to school with a water 

bottle each day. We 

would like to encourage 

the use of reusable     

water bottles as these 

can be replenished         

during break and 

lunchtimes. 

Doctors/Dentists Appoint-

ments 

Please remember that 

for any doctor or dentist 

appointments, a leave 

of absence form must 

be completed prior to 

the appointment. These 

are available on our 

website to download, or 

a paper copy can be 

obtained from             

Reception. 

Reading / Social media 

It has been great to talk 

to so many boys over the 

past months and hear 

how much reading they 

are doing at home. There 

are still many boys yet to 

Painting Parents  

I understand that you 

kindly gave your time 

freely during the                     

holidays a while ago to 

come in and freshen up 

the school with a new 

lick of paint, and I’d very 

much appreciate your 

help again. 

We are also looking for     

donations of unopened 

tins of white Dulux Dia-

mond paint as this will 

create a bright and 

hard wearing environ-

ment.  

If you are able to help us 

during the Easter and 

summer holidays, please 

email my PA Jaquie 

Blaney 

(jblaney@forest.wokingh

am.sch.uk) with your 

IMPORTANT DATES 

 
 Tues 30/1/18 –Sat  

3/2/18 Year 8 &Year 9 

French Trip to Northern 

France 

 Thurs 1/2/18 Year 8  

Parents’ Evening 4:15-

6:30pm in Forest 6 

 Mon 5/2/18 PTA     

Meeting in Forest 6 

7:30pm-8:30pm,                     

all welcome 

 Thurs 8/2/18 and Fri 

9/2/18 Year 9            

Geography Trip to 

Cheddar Gorge 

 Thurs 8/2/18         

Presentation Evening 

7:00pm-9:00pm in the 

Main Hall 

 Fri 9/2/18 Non-Uniform 

Day 

 Mon 12/2/18 - Fri 

16/2/18 Half Term  

 Mon 19/2/18 INSET Day 

(Students not in school) 

 Tues 20/2/18 Return to 

school for all students—

8:45 am start 

 Thurs 8/3/18 Year 7 Par-

ents’ Evening 4:15-

6:30pm in Forest 6 

 Fri 16/3/18 PTA Quiz 

Night from 7:30pm 

 Fri 23/3/18 Year 7     

English Trip to the Harry 

Potter Studios 

 Thurs 29/3/18 End of 

term 

 Thurs 19/4/18 Year 9 

Parents’ Evening 4:15-

6.30pm in Forest 6 

 Thurs 10/5/18 Year 12 

Parents’ Evening 4:15-

6:00pm in Forest 6  
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Headteacher’s Update 

Tel: 0118 978 1626 

 

Can you help? 

We are developing 

exciting plans for how 

the school will look in 

the months and years 

to come. We need the 

help of an architect 

and project manager 

to assist with designs 

and fundraising. If you 

are able to help 

please contact Mrs 

Wood, Business                

Manager. Email: 

fwood@forest.wokingh

am.sch.uk. 

Architect and Project Managers Needed 

mailto:jblaney@forest.wokingham.sch.uk
mailto:jblaney@forest.wokingham.sch.uk
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Word of the 

week  

Year 7  Method 

Year 8 Aspects 

Year 9 Shift 

Year 10 Sum 

Year 11 Mar-

ginal 

remember that we do not 

authorise holiday          

requests and if absences 

are longer than 5 days 

these could result in a 

fixed penalty fine.  

Overall our attendance is 

excellent and we need to 

maintain this. If you son 

has an attendance lower 

than 85% we will be meet-

ing with you and you must 

supply medical evidence 

to support all absences . If 

your son has an                  

attendance of 85% in a 

school year this means 

they have missed 30 days 

school. 30 days is the 

equivalent of a half term!  

We have some boys who 

are continually late and 

this impacts on their       

well-being and learning.    

If a student  is 5 minutes 

late each day this 

equates to 3 days of lost 

learning each year. Being 

15 minutes late each day 

equates to 2 weeks of lost 

learning.  

We are always happy to 

discuss strategies to help 

improve a students      

attendance – together 

we can work in                                

View Survey. Last year we 

were impressed that 165 

parents completed the 

survey. There is a link on 

the home page of our 

website and we are    

aiming to get more that 

165 results this year. 

Please spend 5-10 

minutes completing this 

questionnaire, go to 

https://

parentview.ofsted.gov.uk

Thank you for help with 

this – please complete by 

end of February.  

 

Parking and Driving  

Could I ask all parents 

and carers to be as safe 

as possible when driving 

and parking around the 

school?  We have a very 

busy site. Please ensure 

you drive very slowly 

through the site at 5mph 

and ensure you park in 

designated bays to           

ensure the safety of your 

sons. Thank you.  

 

Absence Requests  

It is important that all           

parents complete our 

leave of absence forms if 

their sons need time 

away from school. Please 

partnership to help your 

son develop and excel.  

 

Homework  

Homework supports learn-

ing and we will be ex-

pecting every student to 

bring in their completed 

homework. Consequenc-

es will be put in place for 

missing homework. 

 

Behaviour Policy  

I have launched our                

enhanced behaviour   

policy to the boys this 

week during my                             

assemblies. Details of the 

revised policy will be sent 

to you next week and 

your  support of these new 

measures will be                 

appreciated . 

Installation of            

Pedestrian Crossing 

on Robinhood Lane 
 

Please see the update 

below from Wokingham 

Borough Council: 

Students at Forest 

School will be able to 

cross the road safely 

soon after it was an-

nounced WBC will be 

installing a pedestrian 

crossing next month on             

Robinhood Lane, Win-

nersh. 

Cllr Keith Baker,              

executive member for 

transport and highways 

commented, “By                  

installing a pedestrian 

crossing near Forest 

School we hope their 

pupils will be                                  

encouraged to walk to 

school knowing they will 

have the facilities to get 

across the busy                  

Robinhood Lane safely.   

In order to carry out the 

improvements,                      

Robinhood Lane will be 

closed from Reading 

Road to the Arbour 

Lane junction and a 

diversion put in place. 

The works have been 

scheduled to take 

place over the February 

half term (February 12 

to 16) between 

09:30am and 4:30pm to 

minimise disruption. 

https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk
https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk
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Reading Buddies 

Reading Buddies are 

back in action this term 

with Year 12s reading 

with Year 7s during            

registration. Year 12, 

student Leon Riccio said 

“I think it’s good to          

encourage pupils to 

actively read in their 

own time and it’s also 

great getting to know 

them.” From the year 

7’s perspective, Jayden 

Button (7W) agreed, 

”Reading    Buddies is 

really good – it’s helping 

with my reading. The 

Year 12s are friends as 

well, so I enjoy it too.”  

Mr Jordan, Head of 

Year 7, added “It’s 

wonderful to see the 

Year 12s and 7s working 

together like this.  I was 

Head of Year for this 

Year 12 group when 

they were in lower 

school and it’s great to 

still be involved with 

them and see them 

supporting our younger 

students.  What is also 

impressive about this 

scheme is that it is run 

by students for                 

students.” The                      

importance of reading 

continues to feature in 

academic studies -                 

recent research from 

UCL found that those 

who read in their spare 

time have a wider vo-

cabulary; 

something 

that’s im-

portant 

across the 

curriculum 

and in life!  

Many thanks 

to our                        

fantastic Year 

12s, our Year 

13 team and Mrs Field 

for organising and              

running the                       

programme.  Not sure 

what to read? We are 

very lucky to have our 

Reader in Residence, 

Mrs Kennedy, based in 

the library, who will  

happily help students 

find books that interest 

them.  Please encour-

age your children to 

read  widely – it makes 

a huge difference.   

Community News  

Before Christmas the 6th 

formers and staff        

decided to think of              

others less fortunate 

and wanted to do            

something to help the 

local community.  We                     

contacted our local 

food bank in                        

Wokingham and                

collected food and 

Christmas items and 

took these along before 

the end of term. 

The students were also 

given a tour of the food 

bank and it was                  

explained how items 

were handed out to 

families. It was               

interesting to learn that 

the food bank works 

hand in hand with other 

charities in the area like 

the Salvation 

Army, all   

helping one                                 

another.       

Going to              

places like this 

is a good                             

experience for 

anyone and 

they are       

always looking 

for volunteers. 

If you would 

like to make a 

donation or 

volunteer, 

please             

contact        

Wokingham 

food bank on 

07926 524605. 

Photo of  Year 7  Reading Buddies with  Mr 

Jordan and Year 12 students  

Photo of Y12 & Y13 students  with          

donations 

Photo of students delivering donations to               

Wokingham Food Bank 

Books! Books! Books! 

If you are about to pluck 

up courage to         

spring-clean your child’s 

bedroom and know 

there are lonely fiction 

books that have been            

outgrown but still have 

life in them, the English 

department would     

welcome contributions 

to reinvigorate our                 

classroom bookcases.            

Current titles and              

authors help to                          

encourage reluctant                  

readers to pick them up 

and enthusiastic readers 

can extend their       

reading stamina even 

further. 

If you can help, please 

send your donations to 

Mrs S Field in the English 

Office. 

Thank you. 



downloading the 

Shop&Give applica-

tion https://www.thegi

vingmachine.co.uk/sh

op-and-give/you’ll 

even get a timely 

prompt to remind 

yourself to shop via the 

scheme. It’s an easy 

way to raise precious 

pounds and pennies 

for us so please do 

give it a go. 

PTA Meetings 

Please come and join 

us on Monday               

Evenings in Forest 6 

between 7:30pm-

8:30pm. We will be 

meeting on the follow-

ing dates throughout 

the year: 

5th February 

5th March 

16th April 

14th May 

4th June 

2nd July  

All are 

welcome. 

 

Quiz Night 

Start brushing up 

on the periodic 

table, chart top-

ping hits from the 

90s, Olympics host 

nations… and add 

the next PTA Quiz 

Night to your diary! 

Tickets are £15 for 

this popular event, 

being held at 

7.30pm on Friday, 

March 16th. Fish 

and chip supper 

included. There will 

be a licensed bar 

for drinks on the 

night. Please email 

us at 

pta@forest.wokingha

m.sch.uk to book your   

tickets: max 8 people 

per team.   

Prizes Plea 

We’d be happy to     

accept any unwanted 

Christmas gifts which 

would make suitable 

raffle prizes, to support 

our forthcoming               

fundraising events. 

Please drop them into 

the school office in a 

bag or box marked 

‘PTA’. 

The Giving Machine 

You can raise a cash 

donation to Forest 

School PTA at no extra 

cost to yourself by      

registering with The            

Giving Machine          

website. By signing up 

and shopping online 

via this site at any of 

the 2,000 available 

retailers – including 

favourites such as Am-

azon, M&S and Tesco - 

you’ll generate a do-

nation to our cause. 

Go 

to https://www.thegivi

ngmachine.co.uk/cau

ses/forest-school-

pta to join up.  By 

PTA News 
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Photos of Year 9 leaders  with students from local primary 

schools. 

Primary Event—Handball Festival 

Forest’s Sport Leaders 

were yet again doing 

valuable work in the 

community last week 

when they hosted a 

handball  festival for 

local primary schools; 

Winnersh, Nine Mile 

Ride, Hawthorns,              

Hawkedon, and The 

Coombes attended 

and played Handball 

matches against each 

other. The Year 9 lead-

ers played a           

demonstration game 

and then helped to 

coach the year 4             

children. These events 

forge links between 

the primaries and instil           

confidence in our                 

students.  

Our unique                            

programme garners 

praise from all parents 

and teachers that visits 

our school.  

https://www.thegivingmachine.co.uk/shop-and-give/
https://www.thegivingmachine.co.uk/shop-and-give/
https://www.thegivingmachine.co.uk/shop-and-give/
mailto:pta@forest.wokingham.sch.uk
mailto:pta@forest.wokingham.sch.uk
https://www.thegivingmachine.co.uk/causes/forest-school-pta
https://www.thegivingmachine.co.uk/causes/forest-school-pta
https://www.thegivingmachine.co.uk/causes/forest-school-pta
https://www.thegivingmachine.co.uk/causes/forest-school-pta


have actually looked 

like in 1915.                

Throughout the day our 

boys were able to see 

additional Common 

Wealth War graves, 

including the Welsh 

Cemetery and the    

Canadian monument.  

Boys were surprised to 

see recently found 

Shrapnel left in the        

telegraph poles for  

collection.  

The day finished with a 

trip to Peter de   

Groote’s chocolate 

shop in the town          

centre of Ypres,               

followed by a visit to 

the Menin Gate        

memorial, where some 

of our boys were able 

to find the names of 

lost relatives who had 

died during the First 

World War. It was a 

wonderful, humbling 

day, which the boys 

thoroughly enjoyed 

and would never      

forget.  

On January 19th the  

History department 

took 86 Y9 students to 

Ypres, Belgium to en-

rich their learning 

about WWI and Trench 

warfare. The trip left 

the school at 5am on 

Friday morning, bright 

eyed and bushy tailed, 

and proceeded to  

Belgium from there.  

Our first stop was 

Tynecot Cemetery, a 

Commonwealth War 

Graves cemetery,          

within Tynecot there 

are over 12,000 soldiers          

remains buried. In           

addition, there is a         

memorial wall with 

names of tens of       

thousands of fallen   

soldiers whose remains 

were sadly never found 

after the war. It was 

here that the students 

of Forest School laid a 

wreath in                              

remembrance of those 

who had sacrificed so 

much for their                   

freedom. It was a hum-

bling experience for 

the boys, who truly felt 

in awe of the volume 

of graves they saw be-

fore them. In stark con-

trast, another stop was 

Langemark cemetery, 

only one of few               

German burial sites in 

Ypres. It hosts a mass 

grave were German 

soldiers were buried, as 

well as being the         

resting place of three 

British soldiers. This was             

especially important 

and the boys were 

able to see clearly how 

soldiers were treated 

post WWI and how the 

blame was so easily 

shifted to the German 

side, despite every-

one’s involvement in 

the war. An especially 

important message to 

remember, that not all 

is how it  seems at the 

time of momentous 

events.  

Other stops on the trip 

included, Essex farm 

cemetery, on which 

John McCrae’s famous 

‘Flanders Fields’ was 

based and in which, 

the youngest British   

soldier to fall is buried, 

who sadly lost his life at 

the age of 15. The boys 

also visited the                     

Yorkshire Trenches, 

which were stationed 

along the British front 

line, in order to grasp 

what a trench would 

Battlefields Trip  
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Sports Results 

Berks Schools X-Country 

results from the week 

ending 21/1 

U17 (Y10 & 11): - 

4th Ben Rollings Y11 - 

(qualified to run for Berks 

in the Southern Area 

Schools X-Country 

Champs on Sat 3rd Feb) 

20th Harry Maple Y10 

32nd Alfie McGlennon 

Y10 

U15 (Y8 & 9) 

89th Ben Morhall Y8 

U13 (Y7) 

17th Adam Tivey 

Congratulations to Ben R 

on an impressive                        

performance given his 

lack of training due to 

injury! 



UCL for                             

prospective doctors,           

lawyers, investment 

bankers, journalists,          

engineers and                             

politicians. 

 

https://

www.futurelearn.com/ - 

free online learning 

course ranging from “A 

History of Football” to 

“High Performance 

Computing in the 

Cloud”, and everything 

in between. You don’t 

need to pay for the  

certificates, but you 

should use what you 

learn at school, in your 

exams, job and                       

university applications. 

 

https://www.ted.com/t

alks - short speeches 

given by seminal   

speakers in just about 

every chosen field. 

Watch these and make 

notes on what you 

hear. To really push 

yourself, critique what 

the “expert” is saying, 

what do you 

agree/disagree with 

and why? 

Stretch and             

Challenge for your 

sons and daughters. 

At the most recent    

parent forum, some 

parents explained that 

they were unsure what 

they could be doing to 

push their son or   

daughter                     

academically. Working 

with the sixth form as 

students make the 

move towards life after 

school, it is increasingly 

apparent that students 

need to go the extra 

mile in order to secure 

the best university and 

apprenticeship place-

ments, or job. In this  

article I have included 

a few ideas to help you 

push your son or  

daughter, and in doing 

so help them to ensure 

that their CV or UCAS 

personal statement is 

first class.  

As a school we are 

proud to provide               

support and advice to 

ensure that our                          

students’ applications 

are competitive.               

Evidence of this is that 

the rate of rejection of 

our students is 13% low-

er than the national 

average. Additionally, 

last year we successfully 

supported two students 

on to extremely               

competitive                

apprenticeship places, 

and another is currently 

in New Zealand training 

to be a pilot. None of 

this happens by           

accident, or fell in to 

the laps of the students, 

hard work and               

resilience allowed all of 

our successful students 

to reach their goals.  

The ideas outlined             

below will help your son 

or daughter to be            

better prepared, when 

it comes to the                

competitive markets 

they will face at the 

end of their time with 

us. Other ideas will be 

forthcoming in            

subsequent newsletters 

as the weeks progress. 

However, as Steve Jobs 

put it: “the difference 

between potential and 

success, is a lot of hard 

work”. 

 

https://

investineducation. 

co.uk/ - courses held at 

Stretch and Challenge 
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Maths Challenge 

On Thursday 1st Febru-

ary, 90 students from 

years 9-11 will be taking 

part in the Intermediate 

Maths Challenge.  

Good luck to all                   

involved. 

Student Success 

Congratulations to 

James Knight in year 9 

who has had his poem 

published in The                         

Wokingham Times last 

week. Well done James! 

https://www.futurelearn.com/
https://www.futurelearn.com/
https://www.ted.com/talks
https://www.ted.com/talks
https://investineducation.co.uk/
https://investineducation.co.uk/
https://investineducation.co.uk/


Photo of  Iliya Popovic with 

Year 12 students  in Forest 6 

Year 10 Mock                

Interview Day   

Tuesday 20th 

March 

Can you help? We 

are still looking for 

people to help at this 

event. No prior experi-

ence of                     

interviewing is                      

necessary; just the                 

willingness to support 

the pupils and the 

school.  

Please contact               

Lorraine Lewington  

on 0118 978 1626 X 

1015 or email 

llewinton@forest.    

wokingham.sch.uk  

the course you want: 

all local colleges have 

open evenings during 

Feb/March  book 

online to attend. Regis-

ter for Apprenticeships 

on 

www.getingofar.gov.uk 

or visit the Apprentice-

ship Fair at Bracknell 

and Wokingham Col-

lege on 7 March 4-

6pm. 

Need help deciding on 

the right pathway? 

Book an appointment 

with Mrs Lewington  

Careers Co-ordinator 

based in K2.  

  

Former Forest student 

lliya Popovic came in 

to talk to Year 12 stu-

dents  about how he 

achieved his dream job 

of training to become 

an airline pilot with Easy 

Jet airlines based in  

New Zealand.  Iliya    

explained the need to 

be resilient, determined 

and proactive when 

seeking out                                  

opportunities; to                    

thoroughly research 

the industry and the 

airlines and take note 

of what the current  

focus is. The selection 

process is rigorous : 

medical screening,    

application,   

aptitude testing, 

group interview 

day and finally 

individual inter-

view. Training is 

costly at £250 

for aptitude 

testing  and 

£120,000 for all 

the exams and 

licences. We 

wish Ilija every 

success. 

Year 13 What 

Next? 

Students were 

able to find out 

more about the 

world of work 

on 23rd January 

when local busi-

ness volunteers 

came into 

school to share 

their experienc-

es and give 

hints and tips on 

successful job     

hunting includ-

ing how to write 

an effective CV. 

Thanks go to 

Mike              

Blackadder of Artesian, 

Nick Broomfield of The 

Customer Framework, 

Laura and Janine from 

The Recruiters Room. 

On 20th February Aim               

Apprenticeships and 

representatives from 

Prudential  will be in 

school to support with 

job hunting strategies 

and vacancy                     

Identification and               

application. 

Year 11  

Considering college or 

finding an apprentice-

ship? You need to              

apply NOW for college 

to ensure you get onto 

Careers News—Flying High 

Aspiring * Safe  * Prepared  * Independent  * Respectful  * Excellent  Page 7 

 

mailto:llewington@forest.wokingham.sch.uk
mailto:llewington@forest.wokingham.sch.uk
http://www.getingofar.gov.uk

