
topics as it is a great 

way to reinforce the 

work we do in school. 

I have been very im-

pressed with our won-

derful 6th Formers who 

have given their free 

time to Hawthorn‘s 

Primary to support the 

schools reading initia-

tive. This exemplifies 

our ASPIRE motto and 

is helping our students 

and the wider com-

munity. Thanks goes to 

Miss Rattue, Forest 

School teacher, for 

supporting this activity. 

Lastly, thank you to all 

the parents at presen-

tation evening who 

completed our gift aid 

form and I would en-

courage all our par-

ents to participate in 

this scheme. A copy of 

the gift aid form and a 

standing order man-

date are included in 

the newsletter for your 

completion. Thank you 

in anticipation of your 

generosity. 

school, we will update 

local radio stations as 

well as our own             

Facebook and 

webpages, but during 

this time Snow Day 

homework will be set 

for all students via 

GCSE pod – please 

encourage your son to 

complete all their 

homework as well as 

enjoying the snow. 

On Tuesday night I was 

delighted to attend 

part of the Parents‘ 

revision seminar. It was 

lovely to meet so 

many parents who are 

keen to support the 

learning of all our stu-

dents. Please continue 

to ask 

your 

son 

about 

what 

they 

are 

learn-

ing 

and 

discuss 

these 

It has been another 

amazing period of 

learning at the Forest 

School. We have had 

an impressive focus on 

GCSE pod with our 

school being the most 

active on GCSE pod in 

the entire country. Our 

boys thirst for 

knowledge and their 

competitive spirit           

continues to impress 

me. Thank you to          

parents for supporting 

this initiative.  

With the possibility of 

bad weather in the 

next few days, keep-

ing students and staff 

safe is my priority. If we 

do decide to close the 

IMPORTANT DATES 

 
 Wed 28/2/18 World 

Challenge Meeting in 

Forest 6 , 6:00—6:30pm 

 Mon 5/3/18 PTA     

Meeting in Forest 6 

7:30– 8:30pm 

 Thurs 8/3/18 Year 7  

Parents‘ Evening 4:15-

6:30pm in Forest 6 

 Fri 9/3/18 Year 11     

Geography Trip to    

Barton-on-Sea 

 Fri 9/3/18 Year 11            

Media Trip to South 

Bank, London 

 Mon 12/3/18 Y11        

Geography Trip to          

Barton-on-Sea 

 Tues 13/3/18 Year 6 

Welcome Day 

 Fri 16/3/18 PTA Quiz 

Night from 7:30pm 

 Tues 20/3/18 Year 10 

Mock Interview Day 

 Thurs 22/3/18 MFL Trip 

to London 

 Fri 23/3/18 Year 7     

English Trip to the Harry 

Potter Studios 

 Thurs 29/3/18 End of 

term 

 Thurs 19/4/18 Year 9 

Parents‘ Evening 4:15-

6.30pm in Forest 6 

 Thurs 10/5/18 Year 12 

Parents‘ Evening 4:15-

6:00pm in Forest 6  

 

w/c 26th February 2018 
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Headteacher’s Update 

as well as take part in 

a Question and       

Answer session          

afterwards. 

Everyone, boys and 

teachers, came away 

from the workshop 

with valuable hints 

and information and 

our boys have already 

had the chance to try 

some of these different 

techniques and ideas 

that were suggested in 

class. 

In January, Years 10 

and 11 GCSE Music 

students were given 

the opportunity to 

take part in a compo-

sition workshop. 

Mr Cottey and Miss 

King accompanied 

students to the 

Kendrick School in 

Reading where the 

composer, Stephen 

Goss from the Universi-

ty of Surrey and the 

Royal Academy of 

Music spoke about 

how to begin a com-

position, how to write 

for specific instruments 

and the importance of 

live performances. 

Stephen Goss also per-

formed a guitar solo 

which he had com-

posed. It was a brilliant 

opportunity for our 

boys to have the 

chance to listen to a 

professional musician 

Year 11 Musicians take part in composition workshop 
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Pole position for sixth form student Jack Vallance 

Motorsport in my life: 

When I was 6 years old 

my parents brought me 

a 60cc Comer Cadet 

Petrol Go Kart. From this 

day onwards I raced 

these small but surpris-

ingly fast little machines 

and competed nation-

ally and internationally.  

At about the age of 10 I 

started to grow very 

very quickly. This meant 

the lighter racers were 

able to out pace me on 

the track, and my race 

results started to fall. At 

this point my Dad and I 

had a chat and decid-

ed I would stop racing 

due to the cost not be-

ing feasible for the re-

sults. Moving forward I 

then decided I wanted 

to go from a motorsport 

racer to a motorsport 

engineer. 

I then focused my stud-

ies fully on aspects of 

engineering and after 

working extremely hard 

I received an A* in both 

maths and Physics (and 

Chemistry but who‘s 

counting!) for my 

GCSE‘s. I then went on 

to take A Levels in 

Maths, Further Maths, 

Physics and Geography 

to further pursue this 

career I was so passion-

ate about. I was always 

fairly comfortable with 

maths even at AS Level, 

however the step up in 

physics shook me up 

and throughout the 

year I thought my 

chances of getting a 

good grade was possi-

ble , but I knew I had to 

work hard to get the 

grades I needed. When 

I got my results back for 

my AS-Levels I received 

3 A‘s and 1 C… that C 

was in physics. I knew 

that this would be the 

only factor that may 

squander my chances 

of going to university to 

study my course. 

When the school year 

started for Year 13 we 

all had to start doing 

our UCAS applications. 

I wrote my personal 

statement, filled in the 

application and then 

had to get my refer-

ences and predicted 

grades from my teach-

ers. After reading my 

reference I was very 

moved by what my 

teachers had said 

about me and how I 

could tell they wanted 

me to do as well as I 

could from the kind 

words they wrote. My 

predicted grades were 

A* for Maths and Fur-

ther Maths and an A 

for Geography. I then 

spoke to my Physics 

teacher. My Physics 

teacher told me he 

knew I had it in me to 

get an A grade, and 

said due to my work 

ethic, if I put in the ef-

fort then it was possible 

for me. I put my pre-

dicted grades 

(including my A in Phys-

ics) onto my UCAS ap-

plication.  

I applied for 5 courses, 

three Mechanical Engi-

neering courses and 

two Motorsport Engi-

neering courses. My 

favoured course was 

through Oxford 

Brookes University, to 

study a Masters in Mo-

torsport Engineering. 

The university offered a 

scheme called Formu-

la Student from the first 

year; and also has 

some of the best ties 

with F1 teams - so op-

portunities for experi-

ence and placement 

years are second to 

none.  

I received replies from 

4 universities in a 3 

week period (Oxford 

Brookes being one of 

them). I was so glad.  

Although my first year 

of Physics set me back 

mentally, universities 

were not too deterred.  

Another 3 weeks 

passed and I got an 

email from Oxford 

Brookes. They had al-

tered my offer to UN-

CONDITIONAL! This was 

the day I knew that all 

my hard work in the 

previous years, and the 

help and kind words of 

my teachers, had all 

come together and 

got me the opportuni-

ty I had wanted for 8 

years. I am now going 

to be starting university 

at Oxford Brookes in 

September 2018, with-

out the worry of need-

ing to hit the grades.  

I guess all in all this 

shows that hard work 

does pay off in the 

long run. 

Within Forest 6 we are 

continually striving to 

ensure that our stu-

dents‘ aspire to reach 

the pinnacle of their 

ambitions.  

Jack has been offered 

an UNCONDITIONAL 

offer to study a Masters 

degree at Oxford 

Brookes in Motorsport 

Engineering; he wants 

to work with a Formula 

1 team in the future. To 

be given this type of 

offer for a Masters de-

gree is phenomenal, 

and says a great deal 

about the character of 

a young man, who in 

the lower sixth was 

lacking in confidence. 

Jack has put his journey 

from go karting to uni-

versity in his own words, 

I hope that you are as 

inspired as I was when I 

read this article. 

Mr Bainbridge. 

Jack Vallance is delighted 
about his unconditional 
offer to study a Masters 
degree at Oxford Brooks 
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Library News 

Mini Book Competition 

The mini book           

competition has been 

uncovering great             

authors from the Forest 

cohort for 3 years now. 

We are thrilled with the 

array of ideas and the 

quality of the writing 

from our Year 7&8s pro-

duced this year. 

The winners of the mini 

book competition              

2017-18 are:  

Year 7 

1st – Jack Campion 

2nd – Callum Humphreys 

3rd – Joshua               

McMenemy 

4th – Andrew Collin 

Runners-Up 

Adam Nazir 

Omar Khan 

Harry Horton                                         

Year 8 

1st – George Croome 

2nd – Harry Davis 

3rd – Soumil Maiti 

4th – Nicholas Kappos 

Runners-Up 

David Gornall 

Jackson Izquierdo 

Matthew Duval 

Extracts from these 

wonderful books will be 

available from the    

Library from World Book 

Day on March 1st 2018. 

Igniting Writing at The 

Forest 

Year 7&8s had the 

chance to hone their 

journalistic skills recently 

with the help of expert                   

creative writer, Alex 

Baker from Ignite                   

Writing. Alex was invited 

in to run  sessions on 

writing articles. We had 

great results with news 

stories such as how        

music can help improve              

productivity in builders, 

the robot that likes to 

cook and the artist who 

made a gallery out of 

echoes, plus many 

more. Alex runs free 

creative writing sessions 

every Saturday at              

Wokingham Library for 

11-18 year olds. New 

members are always 

welcome. Sessions run 

from 10:30am-12pm, 

just bring a pen! 

World Book Week  

World Book Week is 

well underway at the 

Forest School. Today 

we celebrated by giv-

ing away 11 new 

books to pupils who 

have re-written the 

endings of their fa-

vourite books. The win-

ners were; 

Benjamin S, Andrew C, 

Muhammed W, Tyler 

A, Callum H, Callum H, 

Oliver P, Rishabh L, Mi-

chael S, Arran L and 

Luke G.  All the boys 

agreed that books 

were better when the 

story was left on a cliff-

hanger and Tyler re-

wrote a classic ―Holes‖ 

by Louis Sachar, he 

said the boys should 

stay at camp forever 

so he could read more 

about their adven-

tures. Callum Hum-

phreys changed the 

―Wizards of Once‖ by 

Cressida Cowell and 

made the character 

―Xar‖ the Chosen One 

instead of the charac-

ter ―Wish‖. The Library 

is running a competi-

tion every 

day this 

week to 

promote 

World 

Book Day.     

We had a 

competi-

tion yes-

terday 

where students wrote 

down their favourite 

first lines in books. On 

World Book Day 

(Thursday) join us in 

celebrating by head-

ing over to the library, 

bringing your favourite 

book with you for extra 

commendations.  

Book of the Week 

Purple Hearts – Michael 

Grant 

It's 1944, and it feels to 

everyone like the war will 

never end. Rio Richlin, 

Frangie Marr and Rainie 

Shulterman have all re-

ceived accolades, been 

'heroes', earned promo-

tion - in short, they've all 

done 'enough' to allow 

them to leave this night-

mare and go home. But 

they don't. 

D-Day, June 6th 1944. On 

that day, many still 

doubted the American 

soldier. 

By June 7th no one did. 

 



committee and do our 

best but there are times 

when extra pairs of 

hands would be a huge 

help. Please email us 

at pta@forest.wokingha

m.sch.uk if you‘d be 

willing to support us in 

the future. And as al-

ways, we‘d be happy 

to accept any items 

that would make suita-

ble raffle prizes for forth-

coming fundraising. Un-

wanted gifts, unopened 

toiletries sets, boxes of 

chocolates, sports 

items, bottles of alco-

hol, vouchers… These 

can be dropped into 

the school office in a 

bag or box marked 

‗PTA‘. 

QUIZ NIGHT 

Thanks for everyone 

who has booked to 

come along to our St 

Patrick‘s–themed Quiz 

Night on Friday, March 

16th. We‘re looking for-

ward to welcoming 

guests to what is always 

a fun evening. There 

are tables still available 

though, so please or-

ganise your team (max 

8 people) and book 

soon in by emailing us 

at pta@forest.wokingha

m.sch.uk. Tick-

ets are £15 per 

person and the 

price includes 

a fish and chip 

supper. There 

will be a li-

censed bar for 

drinks on the 

night.  

 

MANY WAYS TO 

HELP 

We‘d always 

welcome new 

committee 

members but if 

that‘s not for 

you, perhaps you could 

just spare an hour or 

two to help out at an 

event? We are a small 

PTA update 
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It‘s always a pleasure 

to congratulate and 

applaud our young 

men and women‘s 

achievements. This 

year was no different. 

Over 160 students 

were recognised for 

their outstanding effort 

and achievement 

through their academ-

ic studies, for their 

sporting  efforts and for 

service to the commu- nity.  During the even-

ing Forest‘s Head Boy 

and Girl echoed the 

Forest‘s ASPIRE motto,  

Speaking eloquently 

about their ambitions 

and motivations to be 

the best they could 

be. They encouraged 

students to always try 

hard, make the most 

of every opportunity, 

and enjoy their edu-

cational journey.                                                                

Presentation Evening 

Head Boy Harrison and 
Head Girl Maddy address  
guests and students 

PTA update 

mailto:pta@forest.wokingham.sch.uk
mailto:pta@forest.wokingham.sch.uk
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sports leaders from Year 

9. The sports leaders 

demonstrat-

ed the 

game to the 

primary 

school chil-

dren and 

then 

coached 

and officiat-

ed their              

matches. 

Handball is 

a great   

indoor       

invasion 

game that 

requires skill, 

speed and 

teamwork.   

A game that all Forest 

boys love!  

The Year 5 and 6   

Handball festival took 

place 

at The 

Forest 

School 

last 

Thurs-

day. 

Our 5 

sports 

cluster 

schools took part in  

another action packed 

afternoon. It was               

impossible to count the 

number of goals scored 

as the matches were 

played at high speed 

and with great skill on 

display. The festival was 

run by our excellent 

 Handball update—another quest for glory 
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School Closure 

Procedure– Amber 

Weather Warning 

The Met Office have  

announced an amber 

weather warning for 

our area and so we 

are now considering 

our response to the 

possibility of large 

snowfalls later this 

week.  

 

Please see the School 

Closure Procedure let-

ter which was emailed 

home today along 

with out website 

www.forest.wokingha

m.sch.uk for updates. 

From 26/2/2018 For-

est. M13 will not serve 

The Street bus stop in         

Swallowfield, this will               

remain in place until 

19/3/2018. 

This Service will start 

from Back Lane, Swal-

lowfield at 07:33. 

From 19/03/2018 - 

30/06/2018 Forest M13 

will not serve Hyde End 

Road or School Green 

stops. 

The alternative stops 

will be Basingstoke 

Road Hyde End Road 

Bus Stop and A327 Hol-

low Lane School 

Green Bus Stop in 

each direction 

Forest M13—Changes 

to School Bus Route  Word of 

the week  

Year 7   

Data  

 

Year 8     

Acquisition  

 

Year 9   

Deduction 

 

Year 10   

Integration 

 

Year 11  

Capacity  



Future Events 

Year 10 are busy             

preparing for their 

mock interview day by 

completing                

application forms and 

CVs.  

We look forward to 

welcoming the                  

Business Volunteers 

who are supporting 

this event on Tuesday 

20th March. If you 

would like to come 

along and interview 

some pupils please 

contact Mrs              

Lewington. 

Year 9 will be taking 

part in an Enterprise 

Day on 8th May, more 

details to follow. 

Year 11 should have 

had discussions with 

either Mr Jackman or 

Mr Bainbridge to dis-

cuss their post 16 op-

tions. Mrs Lewington 

our Careers Adviser is 

meeting with those 

boys who are looking 

at college and        

apprenticeship        

opportunities or those 

who still need           

additional support with 

deciding the best way 

forward. Individual  

appointments also 

available to Year 

12/13 students speak 

to your tutor or con-

tact Mrs Lewington. 

Any parent who has 

any queries about 

their son‘s future    

pathway please feel 

free to contact her 

directly via email or 

Telephone 

01189781626 ext 1015.  

National                     

Apprenticeship/

Careers week is 5-9 

March why not visit 

Bracknell and Woking-

ham college who are 

hosting an                            

apprenticeship event 

which pupils and          

parents can attend 

from 3.30pm. 

 

27th February all Year 

10 &11 have the              

opportunity to attend 

study skills workshops 

to show them                       

effective revision                   

techniques to help 

prepare them for 

GCSE exams. Parents 

are invited to a twilight 

session from 6 in Forest 

6. 

Careers News 
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Volunteers needed! 

 

Could you spare some 

time in May and June 

next year to help sup-

port the exams? We are 

looking for people to 

assist our existing team 

of exam invigilators to 

ensure our pupils have 

the best environment to 

sit their GCSE and A Lev-

el exams in. Full training 

will be given, we just 

need people with an 

eye for detail; please 

contact 

c.farr@forest,wokingham

.sch.uk for further details.  

On Thursday 22nd and 

Friday 23rd of February 

Year 11 took part in 

geography fieldwork, 

in which they evaluat-

ed the effectiveness of 

the recent urban de-

velopment scheme in 

Bracknell that aimed 

to improve the town 

centre by 

moderniz-

ing and 

renovating 

the sur-

rounding 

area. They 

had a vari-

ety of tasks 

to do, such 

as conducting Environ-

mental Quality Assess-

ments on nearby are-

as: Princess Square, 

the Train station, Mar-

ket Street and High 

street, conducting pe-

destrian counts and 

interviewing pedestri-

ans for their opinion on 

the development. The-

se tasks would help 

the evaluation of the 

affectivity of the new 

development for the 

Fieldwork Exam in a 

few months time!  

Richard Addae, Year 
11 

 

Bracknell Geography Field Trip  
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Forest School Academy Trust Gift Aid Form and Standing Order Form 
Please fill in and return to The Forest School Finance Office 

Parents Name Students Name 

Address and Postcode 

  

Email Address 

Please tick those that apply 

         Yes I have completed the Standing Order Form below 

         Yes I have enclosed a donation by Cheque                    Yes I have signed the Gift Aid declaration 

  

 

For all queries please email: finance@forest.wokingham.sch.uk  or call 0118 978 1626 

Gift Aid Declaration 
  

I ask that all donations I make to the Forest School Academy Trust will be treated as Gift Aid donations. I 

confirm that I am a UK taxpayer.  I understand that for these donations to qualify I must pay an amount 

of income or capital gains tax equal to the tax Forest School Academy Trust will reclaim on my donation. I 

understand that other taxes such as VAT and Council Tax do not qualify. I shall advise if I cease to be a 

taxpayer, change my name or home address, or cancel this declaration 

Signature: Date:  

STANDING ORDER FORM  
Forest School Academy Trust (to be quoted on all bank payments) 

Account Name 

  

  

Bank Name 

  

Bank Address and Postcode 

Sort Code Account Number 

 

Please make payments as detailed below from the above account to: 

Forest School Academy Trust  Lloyds bank Plc, Broad Street, Reading, Berkshire. 

Sort Code: 30-96-96, Account Number: 62539060 

  

Amount (words) Amount £5    £10  (please circle the monthly amount) 

First payment date and on the same day each 

month until further notice 

  

  

Signature Date 
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