
Looking forward to the 

new term I am 

pleased to announce 

that we will be launch-

ing our new on-line 

homework tool in April. 

We will be working 

with Show My Home-

work, a leading school 

systems provider.  The 

easy-to-use functional-

ity of this system lets 

teachers, parents and 

students see the 

homework tasks set 

and associated hand-

in dates. We will be 

running parent training 

sessions at 5pm and 

7pm on Thursday, 19th 

April in the School Hall. 

Please join us for this 

event and bring along 

your smart phone so 

you can try the system 

out for yourself. 

 

Thank you for contin-

ued support. I wish you 

a happy and restful 

Easter break. 

to our parents in sup-

porting your sons and 

daughters to working 

hard at home. 

 

I wish all our students 

and especially our 

GCSE and A Level   

students a productive 

and restful holiday. 

 

Our fund raising efforts 

to support Sport Relief 

have been amazing 

this term, early morn-

ing swimming, long 

runs and bike rides are 

just a few of the events 

our students have 

been involved in. 

Sponsorship money is 

still being counted and 

we will announce our 

fundraising total in the 

next newsletter. 

 

At the end of my     

second term at The 

Forest School, I consid-

er myself very privi-

leged to be leading  

such a talented staff 

and enthusiastic      

student community.  I 

am  delighted with the  

progress our students 

are making.  

Staff and students 

have worked very 

hard this term in class 

and there have been 

a huge number of   

after-school study   

sessions that so many 

students have partici-

pated in; thank you to 

staff and students for 

this impressive commit-

ment to ASPIRE.  

 

Our student’s use of 

GCSE pod and other 

on-line study support is 

at record levels and 

shows how committed 

to learning our stu-

dents are; thank you 

IMPORTANT DATES 

 
 Mon 26/3/18 Year 9 

Immunisations 

 Tues 27/3/18 Year 6 

Welcome Day  

 Thurs 29/3/18 End of 

term at 12:30pm and 

Non-Uniform Day 

 Tues 3/4/18 - Fri 13/4/18 

Easter Holidays (Easter 

weekend Fri 30/3/18—

Mon 2/4/18)  

 Mon 16/4/18 INSET Day 

(students not in school) 

 Tues 17/4/18 Return to 

school for all students—

8:45am start 

 Thurs 19/4/18 Year 9 

Parents’ Evening 4:15-

6.30pm in Forest 6 

 Mon 24/4/18– Fri 

27/4/18 Year 12           

Geography Field Trip to 

Margham Park, Wales 

 Thurs 10/5/18 Year 12 

Parents’ Evening 4:15-

6:00pm in Forest 6  
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Headteacher’s Update 

morality, holy patron to 

rich and poor, to prosti-

tute and narco-lord, 

criminal and police-

chief. A folk saint, a  

rebel angel, a sinister 

guardian. 

We love the Carnegie 

medal, look out for the 

2018 shortlisted books in 

your 

school 

library. 

 

Anapra is one of the 

poorest neighbour-

hoods in the Mexican 

city of Juarez - twenty 

metres outside town lies 

a fence, and beyond it, 

America - the danger-

ous goal of many a mi-

grant. Faustino is one 

such trying to escape 

from the gang he's 

been working for. He's 

dipped into a pile of 

dollars he was sup-

posed to be hiding and 

now he's on the run. He 

and his friend, Arturo, 

have only 36 hours to 

replace the missing 

money, or they're as 

good as dead.  

Watching over them is 

Saint Death. Saint 

Death (or Santissima 

Muerte) - she of pure 

bone and charcoal-

black eye, she of abso-

lute loyalty and neutral 

Book of the Week: Saint Death—Marcus Sedgwick 

Visit the school Library for a 

copy of the current Read-

ing List or find it online at 

www.forest.wokingham.sc

h.uk/library 
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Careers, Mock Interviews and Apprenticeships 

On 20th March we 

welcomed 25 Business 

Volunteers to The For-

est School’s Year 10 

Mock Interview Day. 
 

The annual Mock In-

terview day provides 

students with an inval-

uable introduction to 

the world of work.   

Iain Lindsay, 

Forest’s Enterprise  

Adviser com-

mented. 

“It is our aim at 

The Forest to en-

sure students get 

the best possible 

education and 

that they are 

equipped with 

the right skills for their 

future in the world of 

work. Events like the 

Mock Interview Day 

are highly valued by 

the students, as direct 

interaction with em-

ployers adds vital con-

text for their future.” 

We thank all the busi-

ness volunteers who 

came into school and 

we look forward to 

working with them 

again in the future. 
 

Apprenticeship news  

Higher and degree ap-

prenticeships opportu-

nities are still available. 

Students should go to 

www.gov.uk/apply-

apprenticeships and 

search for higher and 

degree vacancies. 
 

Are you looking for an 

Accountancy appren-

ticeship? Local compa-

ny Millward May are 

currently recruiting for 

someone to become 

AAT level 3 qualified, 

and continue to  ACCA 

professional level.     

Details can be found 

on the www.gov.uk  
 

Exciting STEM (science 

technology engineer-

ing and maths) oppor-

tunity for Year 9 or 10. 

The Engineering Devel-

opment Trust (EDT) are 

offering a 3 day course 

in Reading on 29th, 30th 

and 31st  May. Cost for 

the course is £135 but 

bursaries are available 

for students who meet 

certain eligibility crite-

ria. Contact routesinto-

stem@etrust.org.uk for 

more information. Only 

30 places available so 

early booking is ad-

vised. 

 

 

 

 

Students  taking part in Y10 
Mock Interview Day 

http://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeships
http://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeships
http://www.gov.uk/
mailto:routesintostem@etrust.org.uk
mailto:routesintostem@etrust.org.uk
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Library News  

Spellbound! 

For those who struggle 

with spelling, the 

school does provide 

help in the form of a 

new spelling booster 

group. The group 

meet before school 

every Tuesday and are 

working through 

spelling rules, exercises 

and tests. After 3 

weeks some of the stu-

dents have increased 

their spelling scores by 

95% in their weekly 

tests. If you would like 

to find out more 

please contact Miss 

Kennedy, Reader in 

Residence skenne-

dy@forest.wokingham.

sch.uk 

 

Summer  Reading 

Championship  

 

You know that summer 

is on its way when you 

smell freshly cut grass, 

the sun stays out long-

er than the current piti-

ful 2 hours a day and 

Forest students start 

talking about the 

Reading Champion-

ship. Current Champi-

on Baseem EL-K has 

stated, “I will lift the 

trophy again this 

year”, having already 

read 101 books this 

year he could be right, 

but Year 7 have also 

thrown down their pro-

verbial gauntlets and 

are determined to win 

the top prize. Whether 

you are a keen reader 

or not this competition 

is crucial to our literacy 

year. Open to the en-

tire school the compe-

tition will be a great 

way to earn commen-

dation points and priz-

es.  

The Champion will win 

a Kindle Fire,  and the 

top 10 readers will win 

£10 Amazon gift 

vouchers and medals, 

The top 25  will win ran-

dom prizes. All entrants 

win commendations.  
 

All commendations 

contribute towards 

individual totals and 

towards another litera-

cy competition to win 

a trip to the cinema. 

 

 

 

YEAR BOOKS READ NUMBER OF PUPILS TAKING PART 

2015 1831 (INCLUDING QUICK READS) 169 

2016 1052 (NO QUICK READS AGAIN!) 221 

2017 1917 240 

2018 TARGET 1500 (NO GRAPHIC NOVELS/ MANGA) TARGET 250+ 

Reading Championship Statistics 

mailto:skennedy@forest.wokingham.sch.uk
mailto:skennedy@forest.wokingham.sch.uk
mailto:skennedy@forest.wokingham.sch.uk


Coming soon  

Look out for news of 

our summer fundraising 

plans. 
 

Please do continue to 

support us as your 

online shopping via The 

Giving Machine or 

Easyfundraising.  Every 

little bit helps – those 

few pennies here and 

there have increased 

our funds by £70 in the 

last month, just through 

Easyfundraising alone. 

Does your company 

offer match funding? 

We’d love to talk to 

you, if so, please con-

tact us at 

pta@forest.wokingham.

sch.uk. 

Thank you to all the 

families, staff and World 

Challenge students 

who supported our St 

Patrick’s themed Quiz 

Night earlier this month. 

We hope that you    

enjoyed it as much as 

we did, and who 

knows, being able to 

name all the Spice Girls 

or the world’s top dia-

mond produc-

ing country 

might just 

come in useful 

one day! Con-

gratulations to 

the victorious 

team Half 

Century who 

proudly 

claimed the 

trophy on the 

night and a 

huge vote of 

thanks to our fantastic 

quiz master, Forest’s 

Geography teacher  

Ben Roberts, and our 

diligent fish and chip 

supervisor, otherwise 

known as Assistant 

Headteacher Jon Han-

nam. We are pleased 

to say that we raised 

£900 on the night.  

PTA update 
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End of term         

arrangements: 

School Buses, 

Thursday 29th 

March 

School buses will be  

onsite by 12:30pm and 

will depart by 12:40pm.  

Travel via the bus      

service 202 and 244 will 

also accommodate the 

12:30pm finish.  

Students who usually 

travel on the 128/9  

public bus service are 

advised to make alter-

native transport         

arrangements or wait 

for the scheduled arrival 

times.  

Hot food will be availa-

ble in the school      

canteen at first break, 

but lunch service will 

not be available.  

 

Word of 

the week  

Year 7          

Environment 

Year 8     

Regulations 

Year 9   

Justification 

Year 10   

Imposed 

Year 11  

Decline  

 

 

  

mailto:pta@forest.wokingham.sch.uk
mailto:pta@forest.wokingham.sch.uk

