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Dear Parents/Guardians 

Welcome to our GCSE Options process. It is a key milestone in your son’s school career, and we aim to offer the 

best advice and guidance so you and your SON can make informed decisions that will help him take his next steps. 

We ask that you begin to take time to consider all the information provided here in advance of our Options Evening 

on Wednesday 8th February.  

We hope that the evening is an opportunity to follow up with subject specialists, to confirm your son’s choices by  

Friday 10th February. 

From year 7 your son will have been prepared with the foundation in skills and knowledge required to be successful 

at GCSE at The Forest. It is really important that his GCSE choices reflect areas of his interest and strength, and that 

is balanced with decisions based on our advice and guidance to support his success. We offer a two year GCSE  

programme that will result in your son attaining at least 9 GCSEs. We offer GCSEs and Level 2 (Cambridge   Nation-

al) during Key Stage 4. The subject detail within this prospectus will help you understand the differences in the 

course structures and assessments.  

Our curriculum offer is comprised of; core curriculum, enhanced curriculum, and optional subjects.  

The Core curriculum is the study of:  

English Literature  

English Language  

Maths  

Science (either separate sciences, 3 GCSEs or combined science, 2 GCSEs)              

The enhanced curriculum includes subjects which are considered to give students further, and enhanced skills.                 

Students who choose both a modern language and a humanities subject, combined with the Core subjects, qualify 

for the English Baccalaureate. While this is not a qualification in its own right, it is considered to be an advantage by 

employers, colleges and universities. The EBacc is made up of the subjects which the Russell Group Universities 

say open more doors to more degrees. A study by the UCL Institute of Education shows that studying subjects     

included in the EBacc provides students with greater opportunities in further education. Sutton Trust research        

reveals that studying the EBacc can improve a young person’s performance in English and maths.  

Most of our students will be expected to take a language and will therefore choose one language and one      

humanities subject from the Enhanced curriculum. This will be clear to parents when the electronic options form is 

opened, your son will not be able to complete the form without selecting the required subjects based on our           

recommended options.  

All students are strongly recommended to select one language and one humanities subject. Every student 

must choose at least one subject from the enhanced curriculum: 

Spanish  

French  

History  

Geography                                                                                               

 

 

Introduction to GCSE Options 
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Optional Curriculum 

Two subjects should be selected from the options below if students have selected two from Enhanced.  

Three subjects should be selected from the options below if students have selected one from Enhanced.  

Students must not select the same subjects you have chosen in the Enhanced curriculum.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* subjects will run subject to viable class sizes  

*students may choose to study two modern languages 

*students may choose to study both history & geography  

Non examined curriculum 

We maintain the breadth of the curriculum at Key Stage 4, and the statutory aspects, by your son following core PE. 

Our PSHE and Personal Development curriculum cover the key aspects of RE that the Education Act expects 

schools to deliver. Your son will not be examined in these subjects.  

Keeping options open 

It is important to remember to keep all future options open at this stage. GCSE is very much a gateway to sixth form 

study, and college courses. It is useful to consider the breadth of subjects that might open doors to university and 

apprenticeships in the future. Our curriculum aims to help offer the breadth of skills, knowledge and experience to 

equip our students for their futures, whatever path they choose.  

Key Dates: 

 

The recent successes of our GCSE cohorts has made the Forest community really proud. The Year 11 cohort of 

2022 broke our recent records for exam success, and this is something we know your son’s year group will continue 

to build on. This is an exciting time for them, but one that may bring questions, and even some anxiety. We strongly 

encourage them speaking to their tutors, their teachers and for us all to work in partnership to ensure they make the 

right decisions for successful next steps.  

We look forward to seeing you on Wednesday February 8th, from 6:15 - 8:00pm. 

Our SENDCo, Mrs Halstead) will be available on the evening by appointment, and there will be the chance to       

discuss careers with Mr Jackman, careers advisor, Assistant Headteacher, in our sixth form centre. 

Contact:  Ms K Aggio  - kaggio@forest.academy 

Year 9 Options Evening for parents and students Wednesday 8th February 2023, at The Forest, Main Hall 

Year 9 Options assembly w/c  Monday 16th January 2023 

Tutor consultations with students w/c Monday 6th February 2023 

Options form submitted online Friday 10th February 2023 

Introduction to GCSE Options continued 

Art French 

Business History 

Catering and Hospitality Geography 

Computer Science Spanish 

Drama Music 

Engineering Design Physical Education 

Photography Religious Studies  
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 English Language 

 

 

English Language is an extremely important subject, developing students’ confidence and proficiency in reading, 

writing, speaking and listening. The programme of study develops and extends students understanding of the way 

the English language both functions as part of, and enhances our experiences of daily life.  

 

Students’ English lessons are focused on interesting and enriching fiction and non-fiction texts that help them       

understand how to craft their own writing and speaking for different purposes. The course is closely linked with 

GCSE English Literature, as both courses carefully consider the technicalities and craft of writing, as well as the    

experiences of readers in different context 

 

WHY STUDY ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

Studying English Language enables students to read, write and speak fluently, developing knowledge of a range of 

text types, purposes of writing and forms of speech.  Students will use knowledge gained from wide reading to      

inform and improve their writing, effectively and coherently developing their skills to use standard English               

appropriately and with an increasingly wide vocabulary.  

Students will be encouraged to write creatively, developing their own unique voices as readers, writers and       

speakers, equipping themselves with skills which are applicable to all further courses of study and future               

employment. 

 

ASSESSMENT IN ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

Paper 1 Explorations in creative reading and writing (50%) 

Paper 2  Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives (50%) 

Head of Department: Mr A Saynor 

More Information: www.aqa.org.uk 

 

 

   

 

Students have said  

“I know how to express my ideas in 

speech and writing. It’s given me 

confidence too.” 
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   English Literature 

 

 

Through studying English Literature, students acquire knowledge of the best that has been thought and written,    

developing  their cultural understanding and powers of empathy. Studying GCSE English Literature encourage      

students to read widely for pleasure, creating a foundation for students to become lifelong readers and to study        

literature at a higher level.  

On the AQA course, students study Macbeth, A Christmas Carol, An Inspector Calls and a range of poetry.   

Throughout the course, students are encouraged to read a wide range of literature critically and evaluatively so that 

they are able to discuss and explain their understanding and ideas.  

Students are encouraged to develop the habit of reading widely and often, appreciating the depth and power of the 

English literary heritage. Students are also taught to  write accurately, effectively and analytically about their reading, 

acquiring  a wide vocabulary which includes the grammatical terminology and other literary and linguistic terms they 

need to criticise and analyse what they read.  

 

WHY STUDY ENGLISH LITERATURE 

Studying English Literature develops students’ imagination and understanding of contemporary and historical cultural     

settings, cultivating  empathy for others and an enriched appreciation of language and literary craft.  

English Literature is deemed to be a ‘facilitating subject’ by Russell Group universities, meaning that successful 

study of literature creates a clear pathway to higher academic study through the development of a greater             

understanding of the world as well as an ability to critically express ideas and perspectives to a high standard, a skill 

which is transferable to all areas of future study and employment.  

 

ASSESSMENT IN ENGLISH LITERATURE 

Paper 1 Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th-century novel (40%) 

Paper 2  Paper 2: Modern texts and Poetry (60%) 

Head of Department: Mr A Saynor 

More Information: www.aqa.org.uk 

 

 

   

 

Students have said  

“Studying real life texts is             

fascinating.” 
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           Mathematics 

 

 

GCSE mathematics involves the study of mathematical methods, with some practical applications. It aims to develop      

students' skills in problem-solving and analytical thinking. It also aims to provide all students with a firm mathematical    

foundation that they will need for life, work and further study. 

Key aims of the course include:  1) To develop fluent knowledge, skills and understanding of mathematical  methods 

and concepts. 2) To acquire, select and apply mathematical techniques to solve problems. 3) To reason              

mathematically, make deductions and inferences, and draw conclusions. 4) To comprehend, interpret and            

communicate mathematical information in a variety of forms appropriate to the information and context. 

 

WHY STUDY MATHEMATICS 

Maths is one of the best subjects to develop your analytical, research and problem-solving skills. Not only will      

studying maths help give you the knowledge to tackle scientific, mechanical, coding and abstract problems, it will 

also help you develop logic to tackle everyday issues like planning projects, managing budgets and even debating 

effectively. 

This subject complements all subjects that you study at GCSE but will lend itself to physics and the sciences.     

However, all of your subjects will require some aspect of numeracy, whether this be directly (i.e graphs in geography) 

or indirectly via improved general problem solving skills 

Those who excel in mathematics will find being successful in the subject helpful, especially for those students who 

seek  to study A-levels and/ or degrees, particularly in those subjects that require a good/strong mathematical     

foundation. Many top GCSE mathematicians go on to study engineering, economics, finance and physics at higher 

levels.  

Typically, universities and colleges encourage students to obtain at least a grade 4/5 (subject dependent) in order to 

study their subjects. You will typically need a grade 7 in order to study A-Level mathematics. 

 

ASSESSMENT IN MATHEMATICS 

Three 90 minute papers, all containing 80 marks. Each paper 33⅓% of the GCSE mathematics assessment  

Paper 1 - Non-calculator.   Paper 2 - Calculator.    Paper 3 - Calculator 

Content from any part of the specification may be assessed on any of the papers. 

Questions 

A mix of question styles, from short, single-mark questions to multi-step problems. The mathematical demand       

increases as a student progresses through the paper.  

Head of Department: Mr M Massey  

More Information: www.aqa.org.uk 

 

 

   

 

Students have said 

“Maths is my favourite subject. 

I almost instantly know if I am 

right or wrong!” 
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          Science 

 

Science works for us all day, every day. Studying science increases knowledge of the world around you through your 

observations and experiments. Students’ enquiring minds leads them to ask questions about their observations. 

There are two different routes through science at GCSE;  

Separate Science (Biology/Chemistry/Physics) leading to 3 GCSEs 

Combined Science (Trilogy) leading to 2 GCSEs  

Science usually moves forwards in small steps, each one building on the body of knowledge we already have but at 

the same time questioning that knowledge to check that it applies in every situation that it should. 

 

WHY STUDY SCIENCE 

Students will learn:  

That scientific methods and theories change over time. 

About the models we use to help us understand theories. 

About the limitations of science and the personal, social, economic, ethical and environmental issues that arise. 

About the importance of peer review in publishing scientific results. 

How to evaluate risk in both practical work and technological applications 

 

ASSESSMENT IN SCIENCE  

AQA GCSE science assessment is 100% by terminal examinations. 

There are two examination papers for each science subject, (biology, chemistry and physics) which will either stand 

alone as a separate grade in that subject or be combined for a double grade (in science) depending on which is most 

suitable. 

Head of Department: Mr P Hillen    

More information: www.aqa.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students have said 

“Science is really fascinating.”   

“I like learning about how the 

world around us works.”                         
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                 French 

 

 

By studying GCSE French, you will have the opportunity to: 

Learn how to communicate in a foreign language 

Learn about other people’s culture and traditions 

Learn skills which will are invaluable in understanding and studying your own language 

 

WHY STUDY FRENCH  

It is essential in today’s world that you have  good grasp of at least one Modern Foreign Language at GCSE level. 

The GCSE course in French builds on the skills and grammatical understanding students will have developed in Key 

Stage 3. This subject extends skills in listening, reading, speaking and writing on the 3 themes covered in class         

(Theme 1 : Identity and culture.  Theme 2 : Local, national and international and global areas of interest. Theme 3 : 

Current and future study and  employment.)  

This subject complements history, English, maths, and music 

This is a popular subject with students who might want to work in the media, marketing or advertising, travel and   

leisure industry, be a interpreter, work in a company with  international links, work abroad, be a journalist, or become 

a  teacher. Language qualifications are highly prized and respected by universities, who recognise the broad skill set 

they provide. 

 

ASSESSMENT IN FRENCH 

Papers can be sat at foundation or higher level. The four skills have equal weight between:   

Listening - Students will hear short items such as announcements, short conversations, instructions and telephone 

messages from suitable authentic sources and answer questions on them.  

Reading- a short translation task from French into English. 

Speaking - a two minute role paly based on a stimulus card. 

Writing - a short piece of between 90 and 180 words. 

The length of each exam depends on the tier: listening : between 30 and 45 minutes, reading : between 45 minutes 

and 1 hour, speaking:  between 9 and 12 minutes, writing between 1 hour and 1 hour 15.  

Contact: Ms S Laine 

More Information: www.aga.org.uk 

 

 

   

 

Students have said  

“I am confident in any speaking activity 

now, and would like the opportunity to use 

my language skills in France or abroad.” 

“I really enjoy translating, and spotting links 

between French and my own language.” 



10 

 

            Geography 

 

By studying GCSE geography, students have the opportunity to explore the interconnected and sometimes complex    

physical and human worlds.  

GCSE Geography explores a number of exciting physical geography topics such as tectonic hazards, climate change and 

the living world. Within human geography we delve in to urban issues, world development and how the UK is changing in 

the 21st century. The AQA course we deliver will allow you to get to grips with some of the major issues in our world today 

and understand how these issues shape the social, economic and environmental elements of our world.  

 

WHY STUDY GEOGRAPHY 

Geography helps us to explore and understand the great differences in culture, political systems, economies, landscapes 

and environments across the world 

Geography is an education for life and for living. 

Learning through geography helps us to be more socially and environmentally sensitive, better informed and more         

responsible as global citizens. 

The subject provides an ideal framework for connecting and bringing together other subjects such as the sciences, history 

and maths. 

Geography is seen as a facilitating subject by universities, and the skills developed in the subject being highly sought after 

in the job market. 

 

ASSESSMENT IN GEOGRAPHY 

The AQA course is assessed with 3 written papers, all sat at the end of year 11. 

Paper name                                                        Weight                Marks                 Time 

Paper 1: Living with the physical environment 35%     88  90 mins  

Paper 2: Challenges in the human environment 35%     88  90 mins 

Paper 3: Geographical application   30%     76  75 mins 

Head of Department: Mr C J O’Neill       

More information: www.aqa.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

 Students have said  

“I have found the human geography 
aspects of the course fascinating, 

and it actually helps me understand 
what politicians and economists say 

about the world we live in.” 
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            History  

 

By studying GCSE history, students will use key events and individuals from our past to try to make sense of what is     

happening in our world today.  

GCSE History explores and investigates a broad and rich range of topics, drawn from different periods and societies. From 

the trenches of the First World War to the American Wild West, students will develop a passion for the past as they work 

their way through historical enquiries to discover how our world has been shaped by the past. We aim to foster an         

inquisitive nature in our GCSE history students, with wider reading and independent learning at the core of what we do. 

 

WHY STUDY HISTORY 

History as a subject helps us to understand changes in the world and how the society we live in came about. How can we 

live in a world without knowing its origin? 

GCSE History aids in the development of a wide variety of transferable skills for further education and employment. This 

include problem solving, research skills, and the ability to reach conclusions. 

History provides a fantastic base to go on to study a wide variety of other academic subjects at A level and beyond, such 

as law and politics. It is viewed by universities as a facilitating subject.  

Studying diverse history helps us appreciate cultures, ideas and traditions that are not our own, building empathy and   

global citizenship. 

 

ASSESSMENT IN HISTORY 

Assessments in History 

The Edexcel course is assessed with 3 written papers, all sat at the end of Year 11. 

Paper name                                 Weight                Marks       Time 

Paper 1: Thematic study and historic environment      30%     52        75 mins  

Paper 2: Period study and British depth study       40%     64        105 mins 

Paper 3: Modern depth study                     30%     52         80 mins 

Head of Department: Mr C J O’Neill    

More information: www.qualifications.pearson.com 

 

 

 

 

 

Students have said  

“The lessons get brought to life by the  

teachers. I love looking at sources, as it feels 

like an insight into the past we are studying, 

and you can question what it is showing 

you.” 
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            Spanish 

 

 

By studying GCSE Spanish, students will have the opportunity to: 

Learn how to communicate in a foreign language 

Learn about other people’s culture and traditions 

Learn skills which will are invaluable in understanding and studying your own language 

 

WHY STUDY SPANISH 

This subject extends skills in listening, reading, speaking and writing on the three themes covered in class (Theme 

1:Identity and culture. Theme 2: Local, national and international and global areas of interest. Theme 3:Current and 

future study and  employment.)  

This subject complements history, English, maths, music. 

This is a popular subject with students who might want to work in the media, marketing, advertising, travel, the lei-

sure industry, be an interpreter, work in a company with international links, work abroad, be a journalist, and be a  

teacher. Language qualifications are highly prized and respected by universities, who recognise the broad skill set 

they provide. 

 

ASSESSMENT IN SPANISH 

Papers can be sat at foundation or higher Level. The 4 skills have equal weight between: listening, reading,       

speaking, writing.  

The length of each exam depends on the tier: listening : between 30 and 45 minutes, reading: between 45 minutes 

and 1 hour, speaking: between 9 and 12 minutes, writing between 1 hour and 1 hour 15.  

Listening - Students will hear short items such as announcements, short conversations, instructions and telephone 

messages from suitable authentic sources and answer questions on them.  

Reading- This exam will consist of a variety of  longer and shorter written texts. 

Speaking - Exam will consist of a two minute role paly based on a stimulus card. 

Writing - Students will write a short piece of between 90 and 180 words. 

Contact: Ms S Laine 

More Information:  www.aqa.org.uk 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

Students have said  

“I am confident in any speaking activity now.” 

“I have had the chance to explore Spanish cul-

ture and traditions. I am planning to visit Spain, 

or get some work-experience there when I am in 

6th form.” 
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               Art 
 

 

This is a broad course that teaches students to explore their ideas through a range of 2D and/or 3D processes.    

Using digital media alongside more traditional techniques, students learn to think creatively and develop their skills in 

ways that interest them. The course is carefully structured; workshops and projects provide students with a sound 

knowledge of different materials and processes. These projects form the foundation of further independent work, 

where individual ideas are explored in greater depth. Students produce a coursework portfolio, consisting of an     

extended project and a series of smaller projects.  

We cover two themes in Year 10, starting with organic, then moving onto portraiture. Students are introduced to a    

variety of materials and processes, including: technical drawing, painting, ceramics, digital image (Photoshop),    

print-making as well as other 2D and 3D materials. 

As they progress into Year 11, students are expected to select which areas they are strongest in and develop their 

skills appropriately. In Year 11, students produce a mock exam project, and a final exam project. Both require         

students to select a title and respond to it in a personal way. 

 

WHY STUDY ART 

This subject extends skills in research, analysis, creative art techniques and use of a wide range of materials, critical   

thinking, knowledge and evaluation. 

This subject complements most subjects as it encourages students to think and work creatively, problem solve and      

critique the work of others and themselves. 

This is a popular subject with students who might want to develop self-expression and creativity and build            

confidence as well as a sense of individual identity. They may wish also to develop critical thinking and the ability to 

interpret the world around us. 

Typically universities and colleges encourage students to develop a creative, enquiring and imaginative mind set.  

 

ASSESSMENT IN ART 

Controlled assessment 60% (portfolio of evidence) – working from themes, students are required to experiment 

with a  variety of media, so that they can discover where their strengths lie. Their portfolio should be divided into  

sections covering observation, experimentation, analysis and final outcomes. 

Externally set work 40% (exam) – Students are required to work unaided to conceive, design, organise and       

complete work over a specified period. They produce one controlled final piece over a 10 hour exam. 

Head of Department: Mrs J Aves   

More information: www.aqa.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

Students have said 

“I enjoy getting feedback on my 
work as I go. I can see how to 
refine and perfect my pieces, 

with advice.” 
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      Business 

 

By studying GCSE Business, you will have the opportunity to learn about:  

Starting a business and entrepreurship 

Marketing and how to promote a business 

Finance and introduction into accountancy 

Human Resource Management and organising a business 

The economy and business ethics 

Leadership and management techniques 

 

WHY STUDY BUSINESS 

This subject extends skills in knowledge, analysis, application and evaluation. 

This subject complements geography and engineering design  

Business develops written and verbal communication. 

This is a very  popular subject with students who may want to follow a career in business and commerce. Some may 

wish to start their own business. Others my wish to become our future leaders and managers. Knowledge and      

insights into the world of work and enterprise equips young people with highly transferable skills, as well as          

confidence in the world of work in larger organisations.  

Typically, universities and colleges encourage students to have entrepreneurial and enterprising mind sets. 

 

ASSESSMENT IN BUSINESS 

The Pearson Edexcel Level 2 GCSE (9–1) in business consists of two externally-examined papers of 1 hour 45 

minutes duration.  

Each paper contains a variety of questions covering the following main themes: 

An introduction to a small business   50% 

Building a business                           50% 

Students must complete all assessment in May/June in any single year. 

Head of Department: Mr D J Cheetham     

More information: www.qualifications.pearson.com 

 

 

 Students have said:  

“I really enjoy my business 

lessons.” 

 “I like finding out why      

companies are successful.”  
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                     Catering and Hospitality 

      Technical Award 

 

Our Vocational Award in Hospitality and Catering will develop students’ knowledge and understanding of the       

Hospitality and Catering sector and provide them with opportunities to develop associated practical skills. It covers 

the hospitality and catering industry and hospitality and catering in action. 

Hospitality and catering is a dynamic, vibrant and innovative sector delivering vital jobs, growth and investment in 

the heart of our local communities - important culturally, socially and economically. The sector is a major              

contributor to the UK economy, employing 2.9 million people. 

Hospitality is the third largest private sector employer in the UK. 

Businesses which make up the hospitality sector include hotels, restaurants, coffee shops, pubs, bars, leisure parks, 

stadia, nightclubs, contract caterers, food service operators, entertainment and visitor attractions. 

It is important to note that ingredients will need to be provided regularly by students, for the practical aspects of the 

course.  

 

WHY STUDY CATERING 

This subject extends skills in cooking and management., organisation, time management and creativity. 

This subject complements and works well with subjects like art and design, travel and tourism and business       

studies. 

This is a popular subject with students who might want to pursue a career in the catering or hospitality                   

industry. Employment can range from waiting staff, receptionists, catering assistants to chefs, hotel and bar        

managers, and food technologists working for supermarket chains. Some of these roles require further education 

and training either through apprenticeships or further and higher education. 

Typically, universities and colleges encourage students to be creative, well organised, ambitious and innovative. 

 

ASSESSMENT IN  CATERING 

Unit 1:Written examination: The hospitality and catering industry, 1hour and 20minutes:   40% of qualification :  80 

marks.  

Questions requiring short and extended answers, based around applied situations. Learners will be required to use 

stimulus material to respond to questions.  

Unit 2:Controlled assessment: Hospitality in catering, approximately 12 hours: 60% of question :120 marks.                                                                                                                    

An assignment brief will be provided by WJEC exam board which will include a scenario and several tasks related to 

this brief. 

Head of Department: Miss S Allen:   

More Information: www.wjec.co.uk  

 

 

Students have said 

“The planning for large 
events, and thinking 

about what menus I would 
offer and what goes into 
the preparation is useful 
as I want to go into this 

industry in the future.”                             



16 

 

                          Computer Science 

 

This GCSE provides excellent preparation for higher study and employment in the field of computer science. The 

increasing importance of information technologies means there will be a growing demand for professionals who are 

qualified in this area. Learners who have taken a GCSE in computer science and who then progress to study the 

subject at A Level or   university will have an advantage over their peers who are picking up the subject at these   

levels. This course will develop critical thinking, analysis and problem-solving skills through the study of computer 

programming. For many learners, it will be a fun and interesting way to develop these skills, which can be transferred 

to other subjects and even applied in day-to-day life. In computer science students will leave KS4 having knowledge, 

understanding and be able to apply this to computer systems. This includes PC’s, tablets and all computing devices, 

how they are built, the processes used by computing, how the components work together, communicate, algorithms 

and programming, networks, cyber security, impacts of ethics, legal and environmental aspects of computing on  

society.  

 

WHY STUDY COMPUTER SCIENCE 

The most important aspect of computer science is problem solving; an essential skill for life. Students study the                  

design, development and analysis of software and hardware used to solve problems in a variety of business,        

scientific and social contexts. Because computers solve problems to serve people, there is a significant human side 

to computer science as well. As the digital world is rapidly evolving, the need for computer scientists                      

continues to grow. Given today’s financial uncertainty, computer scientists are in demand, and the salaries on offer 

reflect this. Computers are used in virtually every industry, so computer scientists can take their pick. Computers can 

solve problems in science, engineering, healthcare and so many other areas. It's up to the computer scientist to   

figure out how to design software that applies the solution. 

 

ASSESSMENT IN COMPUTER SCIENCE 

At the end of the course students will take two exams.  Each exam is worth 50% of their final mark. Both papers are 

1 hour 30 minutes and 80 marks.   

Component 1: Introduces students to the central processing unit (CPU), computer memory and storage, data      

representation, wired and wireless networks, network topologies, system security and system software. It also looks 

at ethical, legal, cultural and environmental concerns associated with computer science.  

Component 2: Students apply knowledge and understanding gained in component 01. They develop skills and    

understanding in computational thinking: algorithms, programming techniques, producing robust programs,         

computational logic and translators. 

Practical programming: Students are to be given the opportunity to undertake a programming task(s)                  

during their course of study which allows them to develop their skills to design, write, test and refine programs using 

a high-level programming language. Students will be assessed on these skills during the written examinations, in 

particular component 02 (section B). 

Head of Department: Mr Massey  

More information: www.ocr.org.uk 

 

 

Students have said  

“Computer Science allows 

you to develop your creativity 

and problem solving skills, 

with both collaborative and 

individual work stretching 

your creativity and             

innovativeness.”   
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                   Drama 

 

 

Drama is a creative subject that incorporates both practical and theoretical elements through devising, text in         
performance work, analysis of process (portfolio) and a written exam in the final year that requires practical            
exploration prior to the examination date. During the course students will work with other people, responding to,             
developing and presenting skills through explorative class work and performance. 

In reflection students will evaluate their own work and that of others through discussion and written based work. 

From acting, to backstage, design to technical, this is an all-encompassing subject with a range of opportunities 

made available to students. In addition students will get the chance to attend live theatre productions throughout the 

two years and experience a range of ‘developmental’ workshops too. 

WHY STUDY DRAMA 

Drama is a subject that develops students sense of responsibility, in terms of working as part of a team and being      

responsible for their own learning. Students will learn to be objective about their work and be able to assess it     

honestly. In addition, students will develop their knowledge of drama skills and techniques, playwrights, practitioners 

and genres/styles. 

Head of Department : Mr A Light     

More information: www.aqa.org.uk 

Students have said  

“I love the fact that I can re 
visit my work and make it 

better.”  

ASSESSMENT IN DRAMA 
 

Component 1: Devising  

Students devise a piece of theatre from a given starting point which they will then perform. 

They will also create a written or spoken portfolio covering the creating and developing process. Internally assessed 

Externally moderated :40%  

Component 2: Performance from text  

Students will either perform in and/or design for two key extracts from a performance text.  

Externally assessed by a visiting examiner :20% 

Component 3: Theatre Makers in Practice  

Choice of one set text from eight. Must be explored practically. Questions will explore approaches as a performer, 

director and designer. 

Evaluation of a piece of live theatre they have seen. Exam: 1hour 45mins 

Section A: Questions on set text 

Section B: Live theatre evaluation: 40% 
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      Engineering Design 

       Technical Award 
 

 

Brand new vocational course about Engineering Design. 

This is a practical, accessible, fun and exciting to learn qualification.  It will help students to develop real-world skills and prepare 

them for their future.  

This qualification will enable you to learn about the process of engineering design, and understand how it can be used to design 

effective solutions for a given design brief. You will develop the ability to communicate your design ideas through the use of 

sketches and engineering drawings and computer aided design. You will also be able to evaluate the design of a product, through 

the disassembly of existing products or the use of modelling for new designs. These skills will help you progress onto further 

study in the engineering design and development sector.  

There is a strong link between maths and engineering and so must be confident with numbers and calculations, as well as  

demonstrating strong 2d and 3D drawing communication. 

 

WHY STUDY ENGINEERING DESIGN 

You may be interested in this if you want an engaging qualification where you will use what you learn in practical, real-life        

situations, such as:  

 Using both 2D and 3D engineering design techniques  

•         Designing new products to meet a design brief 

•        Communicating engineering design ideas. 

This will help you to develop independence and confidence in using skills that would be relevant to the engineering design and 

development sector.  

The qualification will also help you to develop learning and skills that can be used in other life and work situations, such as:  

•          Completing research to inform engineering design ideas  

•          Solving problems by exploring different engineering design options 

•          Finding imaginative solutions through creative thinking. 

This subject complements maths, science,  

This is a popular subject with students who might want to go on to study Construction, Engineering or Product Design 

 

ASSESSMENT IN ENGINEERING DESIGN 

 

R038: Principles of Engineering Design Briefs, design specifications and user requirements - 70 Marks 1 Hour 15 mins (40%) 

R039: Communicating Design  - 60 Marks approx 12 hours (30%) 

R040: Design Evaluation and Modelling - 60 Marks Approx 12 hours (30%) 

Head of Department:  Mrs Sonja Allen  

More Information: www.ocr.org.uk 
Students have said  

“ I know I can be successful with     

courses that have more on-going        

assessment!” 
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        Music 

 

GCSE Music is suitable for any student with a love and interest of music. The course is exciting and challenging 

which will develop understanding of how music is created through performing, composing, listening and appraising 

in a variety of contexts. This is an ideal subject for students who are committed to developing their musical skills 

through active participation in practical work and keen to further their knowledge and understanding of music in    

different contexts. If they do not play an instrument or sing then do not worry, it’s never too late to start. Students can 

learn an instrument as they study. There will be an additional cost for this. There are plenty of opportunities to learn 

throughout the course but students will be expected to perform two pieces at Grade 3 standard by the end of the 

Year 11. 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/music-2016.html 

 

WHY STUDY MUSIC 

Music is an academic subject in its own right, but it actually benefits other subjects too. Studying music teaches 

communication, teamwork, the ability to perform under pressure, planning and organisation, self-discipline, critical 

thinking and analytical and essay skills which are skills that are transferable to any job. Studies have shown that  

music benefits learning by activating all areas of the brain: auditory (sound processing); motor (rhythm processing); 

and limbic (emotions). This in turn will increase the chances of doing well in other subjects. 

 

ASSESSMENT IN MUSIC 

 

Performance (30%) - Students perform for at least four minutes of music comprising of a solo performance and   

ensemble performance. 

Composition (30%) - Students compose two compositions, of at least three minutes’ combined duration. One      

composition to a set brief and one free composition. 

Listening & Appraising (40%) - The paper is made up of two sections and is out of a total of 80 marks  

Section A covers the set Areas of study, dictation, and unfamiliar pieces  68 marks 

Section B is an extended response comparison between a set work and one unfamiliar piece  12 marks. 

Head of Department: Mr A Light   

More information: www.qualifications.pearson.com 

 

 

   

 

 Students have said 

“It is such a different experience to 

other lessons. I really love the        

practical.” 

“Music can change the world.” 
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         Photography 

 

 

This course explores a range of lens-based and light-based media, techniques and processes, including both        

traditional chemical  methods and new technologies. 

Students produce a coursework portfolio consisting of an extended project and a series of smaller projects to cover 

the four assessment objectives. 

We cover a variety of themes in Year 10, starting with Camera Skills. Students are introduced to a variety of media 

and processes, including: studio photography, natural light photography, digital image manipulation and darkroom              

manipulation. These units cover a range of images including portraiture, buildings, light and motion, colour and      

detail. Opportunities for working in moving image (video) and stop motion animation are also offered. 

Through the projects, students are expected to select which areas they are strongest in, and develop their skills    

appropriately. In Year 11, students will sit a mock exam project, and their final exam project. For all projects,         

students will have to respond to the starting point in a personal way.  

 

WHY STUDY PHOTOGRAPHY 

This subject extends skills in research, analysis, creative photography techniques and critical thinking, knowledge 

and evaluation. 

This subject complements most subjects as it encourages students to think and work creatively, problem solve and 

critique the work of others and themselves. 

This is a popular subject with students who might want to develop self-expression and creativity and build confidence 

as well as a sense of individual identity. They may wish also to develop critical thinking and the ability to interpret the 

world around us through the medium of photography. 

Typically, universities and colleges encourage students to develop a creative, enquiring imaginative and technical 

mindset.  

 

ASSESSMENT IN PHOTOGRAPHY 

Controlled assessment 60% (portfolio of evidence) – working from themes, students are required to experiment 

with a variety of media, so that they can discover where their strengths lie. Their portfolio should be divided into   

sections covering observation, experimentation, analysis and final outcomes. 

Externally set work 40% (exam) – Students are required to work unaided to conceive, design, organise and      

complete work over a specified period. They produce one controlled final piece over a 10 hour exam. 

Head of Department: Mrs J Aves       

More information:  www.aqa.org.uk 

 

Students have said  

“It is a way of showing my different 

skills of expression and                   

interpretation.”                                   
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   Physical Education 

 

By studying GCSE Physical Education students will discover the varied nature of sport and physical activity.  

Students will develop knowledge of the human body and begin to understand the science behind the way we move, 

perform and recover. Minds will be tested as they learn how elite performers succeed under pressure when results 

and records are on the line.  

Health and fitness is so important in modern life and the study of PE benefits all. Socio-cultural issues and the      

understanding of ethics in the sporting arena makes for better informed adults.  

 

WHY STUDY PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

Physical education teaches about the whole body and mind. 

Physical education will develop knowledge of body systems and how our bodies adapt during and following        

exercise.  

The study of physical education will help make informed decisions regarding your lifestyle and activity levels 

throughout your life.  

The study of physical education and sport will enable students to test their skills, fitness and resilience at the     

highest levels. It is a challenging subject in the acquisition and development of both skills and knowledge.  

 

ASSESSMENT IN PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

The AQA course is assessed with 2 written papers, 3 sports and a coursework element on evaluation and analysis: 

                              Paper name          Weight                     Marks                Time 

Paper 1: The human body and movement in PE            30%     78  75 mins  

Paper 2: Socio-Cultural influences and well-being          30%     78  75  mins 

Sports: 2 team/1 individual or vice versa                         30%     25               n/a 

Coursework: Analysis and evaluation of planning and performance 

                                                                  10%     25   n/a 

Head of Department: Mr J Eaglesham    

More information: www.aqa.org.uk 

 

 Students have said 

“Studying PE has given me the 
opportunity to dig deeper into 
my passion I instead of just 

playing sport.” 
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          Religious Studies  

 

By studying GCSE Religious Education, students will learn how to analyse and evaluate a variety of beliefs, ideals and 

practices, to construct and deconstruct an argument, to interpret differing opinions and in turn understand why people differ 

in their opinions.   

By understanding people’s views, actions, beliefs and ideas about the world, students can develop a greater understanding 

of people and the world around them. 

They will also learn how to use evidence to support their own ideas.  These skills of analysis and interpretation will prove to 

be invaluable in life.  

  

WHY STUDY RELIGIOUS STUDIES 

This subject extends skills in research, analysis and presentation; critical thinking and the ability to interpret information, 

formulate questions and solve problems; organisational and time management; team working and communication skills. 

This subject complements history and geography, law and sociology. 

This is a popular subject with students who might want to show that they are interested in others and in human beliefs and 

behaviours.  The course will allow you to express your own beliefs whilst taking into account the beliefs of others. 

Universities, colleges, and interviewers encourage students to have an enquiring, critical and analytical mind set. 

These skills and attitudes are highly valued by employers and higher education institutes alike. Religious studies is a      

relevant qualification for any career which involves working with other people such as law, politics, and medicine. 

 

 

ASSESSMENT IN RELIGIOUS STUDIES 

The Pearson Edexcel Level 2 GCSE (9-1) in Religious Studies consists of two externally examined papers of 1 hour 45 

minutes’ duration.  

Each paper contains a variety of questions covering the following main themes: 

Islam; Muslim beliefs, living the Muslim life, marriage and the family in Islam, a matter of life and death. 

Christianity; Christian beliefs, living the Christian life, crime and punishment, peace and conflict 

Students complete the examinations at the end of Year 11. 

 

 

 

 

 

Students have said  

“You get to understand the stories behind 

why people act the way they do.” 

“You find out about how and why people 

live their lives differently.„‟ 

Head of Department: Miss S. Whitethread    

More information: www.qualifications.pearson.com 
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