
tools they need to drive 

progress forward. This 

includes a day with 

Andy Griffiths, author of 

numerous books         

including Outstanding 

Teaching: Engaging 

Learners, on Friday 20th 

July. This means that the 

last day of school will be 

on Thursday 19th July at 

3:10pm. 

Last night I attended the 

Year 7 Shakespeare per-

formances, the audi-

ence were treated to 

Macbeth, A Midsummer 

Night’s Dream, Richard 

III and Julius Caesar. It 

was wonderful to see 

the many hours of hard 

work pay off with         

wonderful                     

performances where 

every boy in year 7 was 

involved.  Parents were 

out in force to support 

their sons at this Forest 

family event. Thank you 

to the teachers Ms                           

Trowbridge, Mrs Ward 

and Mr Birks for their 

hard work preparing 

their students. The PTA 

requires everyone’s 

gratitude  for providing 

the delicious barbeque. 

Please volunteer to help 

this great team by      

contacting the PTA 

pta@forest.wokingham.s

ch.uk   

Members of the senior 

team have been      

meeting year 10 boys 

this week to check they 

are revising for their 

mocks. This has been a 

real pleasure and many 

boys have now got   

action plans which I am 

sure parents are        

supporting.  

Ms Austin 

 

the next academic year 

to sustain progress 

made this year 

Longer term benefits 

include:  

. Reduction of lost   

learning through fewer 

lesson changeovers and 

set up/pack up times 

. Two equal breaks of 30   

minutes 

. Earlier lunch 

.Opportunities to refuel 

at regular intervals 

. Easier to organise 

themselves – 3 lessons 

only 

The move to 100 minute 

lessons provides               

students the                        

opportunity to engage 

with subject content in 

a range of ways that will 

ensure there is a deeper 

learning of the content, 

as well as time to        

develop skills needed to 

apply knowledge to 

different contexts all in 

one lesson. We will be 

using accelerated 

learning strategies           

combined with regular 

tests and feedback to 

drive progress forward. 

Longer lessons will allow 

students time to reflect 

on different ways to  

Improve their work as 

well as preparing             

students for the new, 

longer exams                

demanded by the             

examination boards. 

Longer lessons will also 

help to develop the 

necessary resilience 

and concentration skills 

for life beyond school. 

We have a range of 

training activities  

scheduled for our 

teaching team to       

ensure they have all the 

It was a pleasure to 

meet parents at the 

Headteacher’s meeting 

regarding the lesson 

restructure and the new 

timetable which will 

start on Monday 25th 

June. At this point all 

year groups will be  

moving up to the next 

year while current Year 

10 and 12 students will 

be starting their mocks 

during this week. 

The reason for the 

change at this point of 

the year is that having 

analysed all the data 

student progress across 

the school, progress of 

students is still not rapid 

enough. Furthermore, 

our recent visit from   

Ofsted has emphasised 

the need for this 

change in order to          

secure good, sustained 

progress for all our             

students.  

The immediate benefits 

of these changes                  

include: 

. Moving to the new  

timetable will give your 

child more time to    

prepare for the next 

part of their learning 

journey 

. Smooth start in          

September especially 

for those pupils              

beginning new options 

subjects 

. The new timetable is 

staffed by subject      

specialists 

. There is time for your 

child’s current teachers 

to share your child’s 

strengths and areas of                    

development with their 

new teachers  

. We will set summer             

homework that              

prepares your child for 

IMPORTANT DATES 

  
 Fri 22/6/18 Year 7 

French Trip to the 

Northern Coast of 

France 

 Wed 27/6/18 Year 6         

Induction Day 

 Thurs 28/6/18 Forest 6 

Induction Day 

 Fri 29/6/18 Year 11  

Book Return Day in the 

Main Hall 

 Fri 29/6/18 Year 11 

Prom at The Coppid 

Beech Hotel, Bracknell 

 Mon 2/7/18 PTA         

Meeting in Forest 6 

7:30pm-8:30pm, all  

welcome  

 Wed 4/7/18 Year 10               

Careers Fair at Reading 

College 

 Wed 4/7/18 Year 5 

Transition Day  

 Fri 6/7/18—Sun 8/7/18 

Year 7 Trip to Croft 

Farm, Tewkesbury 

 Thurs 12/7/18 Year 12 

Biology Trip to                  

Kimmeridge Beech, 

Dorset 

 Fri 13/7/18  and Mon 

16/7/18 Year 7             

Geography Trip to        

Hengistbury Head 

 New Date—Thurs 

19/7/18 End of term 

and  Non-Uniform Day. 
Dismissal at 3:10pm 

 Fri 20/7/18—Mon 3/9/18 

Summer Holidays 

 Mon  3/9/18 Return  to 

school for all students—

8:45am start  
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Word of 

the week  

Year 7   

Identified 

Year 8     

Final 

Year 9   

Partnership 

Year 10                             

Concentra-

tion 

Year 11  

Psychology 
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Spelling Bee 

Year 8 Spelling Bee Re-

sults 

Well done to all our  

students who made it to 

the final. 

New Spelling        

Champion – Sadiq B 

Second Place –        

Hudson F 

Third Place – Oscar E 

Joint Fourth – Kaamil J – 

Aaron R – Beau J 

Spelling Bee Guide 

Worried about your 

spelling? Try our new 

Spelling Bee guide. It is 

called “Almost                

Everything You Need To 

Know To Become a 

Spelling Bee                

Champion!”  It is not just 

for would be                    

champions but for           

anyone with spelling 

issues. It includes suffixes 

and prefixes (spelling 

building blocks) and 

commonly misspelled 

words along with those 

tricky spelling rules.          

Available from the 

school library with             

copies on display or 

email Miss Kennedy for 

an electronic copy: 

 

SKenne  

dy@forest.wokingham.s

ch.uk 

Launching The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award at The Forest 

School   

In September 2018 we 

will be offering The 

Duke of Edinburgh’s 

(DofE) Bronze Award, 

which will be available 

to year 9 students 

(current year 8s).  

The DofE Award      

consists of a challeng-

ing programme of ac-

tivities, which will allow 

Photo of Spelling Champion 

Sadiq B 

Visit the school Library for 

a copy of the current 

Reading List 

Book of the Week: 

The Carnegie Medal 

Shortlist 2018                          

Rook Anthony 

McGowan  

A poignant, beautifully 

written novella about 

growing up and family. 

A companion piece to 

the hugely successful 

Brock and Pike, 

McGowan warms 

hearts once more with 

students to learn new 

skills, help others and 

experience adventure. 

 The award provides 

participants with a 

great sense of  

achievement and        

requires both individu-

al work and teamwork. 

The award is not easy 

to complete and    

requires self-

organisation and dedi-

cation. This is the rea-

son why it is revered 

and respected by col-

leges, universities and 

employers alike.  

For further information 

on The Duke of        

Edinburgh’s Award 

please visit 

www.dofe.org  

Mr Cottey 

the adventures of Nicky 

and Kenny. Particularly 

suitable for struggling, 

reluctant and dyslexic 

readers aged 13+ 

           

 

mailto:SKennedy@forest.wokingham.sch.uk
mailto:SKennedy@forest.wokingham.sch.uk
mailto:SKennedy@forest.wokingham.sch.uk
http://www.dofe.org
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within a cult” Jamie L 

 

“After a while this book 

demands your atten-

tion. I felt by reading 

this book that my writ-

ing improved” – 

Hatem H 

“An entertaining story, 

great characters 

which help the reader 

develop empathy and 

about how decision 

making can affect 

your life” – Pritam S 

The Hate You Give – 

Angie Thomas 

“An inspiring book that 

tackles racism and 

gangs. Please read it.” 

– Mohammed W 

Saint Death – Marcus 

Sedgewick 

“I think Saint Death is 

easily one of the best 

books I have ever 

read. Period” – Kaamil 

J 

“I think it was a great 

experience to be a 

part of this and it has 

helped my literacy” – 

Adam G  

“It was fun working as 

a team towards the 

presentation” – Gatlin 

O 

“It was really fun tak-

ing part” Nathanael B 

Beyond The Bright Sea 

– Lauren Wolk 

“For our presentation 

we did a TV advert to 

sell our new board 

game based on 

the book” – David 

G 

Where the World 

Ends – Geraldine 

McCaugherean 

“It was great to 

learn more about 

Scotland and I got 

to use my now fa-

mous Scottish ac-

cent in the presen-

tation, Didn’t I me 

laddie?!” – Jake R 

“It was really fun to 

take part; we present-

ed our show as a Jere-

my Kyle type show” – 

Mitchell F 

After The Fire - Will Hill 

“This book taught me 

a lot about society 

and particularly about 

cults and the lifestyle 

Carnegie Shadowing 2018  

8MAZING! (Year 8              

English class) have 

been shadowing the 

Carnegie Award this 

year and have been 

working hard                

developing scripts and 

delivering presenta-

tions on their books. 

The winning team will 

be announced next 

week. Here are some 

quotes from the class 

about the books and 

their  experience of 

the process of book               

shadowing; 

Wed Wabbit – Lissa          

Evans 

“It is the most enjoya-

ble book I have ever 

read” – Scott R 

“Carnegie – new 

worlds, new words and 

Wed Wabbit” –                

Jackson I 

Rook – Anthony 

McGowan 

“Rook is a book that 

will hook you in……” 

part of a rap written 

by the Rook team. -  

James M 

 

Cake Sale  

Monday18th June 

2018 

Break 11:10 to 

11:30am 

Location: Outside 

The Hub 

Please remember to 

bring some change 

to school 

All  proceeds raised 

will  be donated to 

supporting the 

school 
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PTA Update 

Declutter those           

cupboards and shelves, 

load up the car and 

come along to Forest 

School on the morning 

of Sunday 8th July for 

our Boot Sale. For only 

£8 per car (vans £10) 

you can sell all the bits 

and pieces you don’t 

need and raise some 

spare cash, while          

helping us to raise some 

funds for the school. 

Or just come along 

and snap up a bar-

gain-  entry is just 50p 

per      person. Do 

share the details with 

your family and 

friends – you don’t 

need to be connect-

ed to a Forest pupil 

to attend. The more 

the  merrier!  

 Thanks to the two 

offers of help – both 

Forest staff – we can 

now run our Fab Fri-

days every Friday 

until the end of term, 

when we will be sell-

ing ice lollies and 

cold drinks for pupils 

as they leave at 

3.10pm. Please just 

check that the pupils 

have a little bit of 

cash on them that 

day. 

As always, please do 

consider supporting the 

Forest PTA as you shop 

online via The Giving 

Machine (over 2,000 

participating retailers) 

or Easyfundraising - 

thank you to the           

Easyfundraisers who 

have helped to raise 

£40 for us over the last 

month. Does your       

company offer match 

funding? Please do get 

in touch with us if so. 

Our last PTA meeting of 

the academic year is at 

Forest 6 on 2nd July at 

7.30pm. New               

faces always welcome! 

We’ll even provide a 

cup of tea. 

Please address all     

enquiries 

to pta@forest.wokingha

m.sch.uk 

Thank you for signing 

up to the Parent Hub. 

This is a great way for 

us to communicate 

with our parents.  

If you could please 

check that your push 

notifications for this app 

are turned ON, this will 

allow you to receive 

any important                                 

correspondence from 

The Forest School. 

If you have not already 

downloaded the app 

then follow the                            

instructions below... 

Download the Parent 

Hub app from your app 

store (iphone or               

Android). 

Create yourself an                  

account.   

Choose “add a 

School” and enter the 

school handle - 

@TheForestSchool. 

The app is completely 

free to download and 

it is a great way for us 

to stay in touch. 

mailto:pta@forest.wokingham.sch.uk
mailto:pta@forest.wokingham.sch.uk

