
 

hoops for 2020. There 

are of course other 

projects to get                      

involved with, and 

more will be listed 

soon.  
 

School is always busy, 

there is always                      

something to take part 

in, someone to learn 

from, chat to, laugh 

with or support. We’re a 

big team and an                      

extended community.  

We’re very proud of 

what we’re achieving 

and with your support 

we will continue to 

thrive. 
 

At the end of term we 

will be saying a fond 

farewell to a small              

number of staff                      

members. We wish 

them well in their new 

roles and adventures. 

We would also like to 

welcome some new 

team members to The 

Forest family. 

 

I hope you have a                  

restful break, enjoy 

some fresh air, family 

time and festivities. We 

begin a new term on 

the 6th January,                  

recharged and ready 

for more challenges, 

enjoyable learning and 

hard work.   

 

Best Wishes to you and 

your families. 

 

Shirley Austin 

and exam skills. We 

really appreciate the    

support parents are 

providing. The boys 

now need to start to 

revise daily. 

 We have celebrated                   

Presentation Evening, 

been entertained and 

delighted at the                 

Winter Concert and 

been extremely proud 

at the Sports dinner. 

We have such a 

wealth of talented 

students. 

 Some of our PTA  

members have retired 

from their posts,  

through their hard 

work and                                  

determination they 

have raised                            

thousands of pounds 

to support the school 

and its students. We 

do have new                

members of the PTA 

who are continuing 

the great fundraising 

efforts. Thank you, 

your support is very 

much appreciated. 

 Registration numbers 

continue to grow with 

LetsLocalise. We really 

would benefit from 

your support with this, 

please register and 

select The Forest 

School to follow.  We 

are £250 away from 

being able to                        

purchase the basket-

ball hoops, if you feel 

you can donate the 

boys would really                         

appreciate new 

As we approach the 

end of term I am 

thoughtful of all that we 

have achieved, this 

term. As well as                    

excellent teaching and 

learning throughout the 

school some specifics 

include:  

 

 Year 7 & 8 students 

have been                          

introduced to            

Chromebook and 

google classroom.   

 Business students have 

been                         

participating in                   

Tycoon at School. 

 The whole school has 

been taking part in 

literacy focus and 

Drop Everything and 

Read sessions weekly.   

 Sports teams have 

been very busy with 

some fantastic results 

and effort involved. 

The 1st XV have won 

U18 Berkshire Cup. The 

partnership with RAMS 

rugby is very popular 

and many Y11s are 

looking forward to 

joining the squad 

when they become 

Forest sixth form                 

students.  

 In football, teams are         

progressing in local 

and national                   

competitions.  

 PPE exams have taken 

place and  revision 

and intervention                    

sessions are                          

enhancing                    

students knowledge 

IMPORTANT DATES 

 

 Fri 13/12/19 Y7 Trip to 

Harry Potter Studio 

 Wed 18/12/19 End of 

term at 1pm 

 Mon 06/01/20 Return to 

school for all students 

8:45am start  

 Mon 13/01/20 PTA  

Meeting in Forest 6  

6:30pm all welcome 

 Thurs 09/01/20 Y11               

Parents’ Evening 

3:15pm-6:45pm 

 Thurs 09/01/20 Y11                 

Exams Preparation  

Evening 5:30pm & 7pm 

 Thurs 05/03/20 Y7         

Parents’ Evening 

3:15pm-6:45pm 

 Thurs 26/3/20 Y9             

Parents’ Evening 

3:15pm-6:45pm 

 Thurs 07/5/20 Y12         

Parents’ Evening 

3:15pm-6:45pm 

 

 

Headteacher's Update 

Forest School partners and suppliers: 

Week B 
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End of Term Arrangements 

make alternative 

transport                              

arrangements or wait 

for the scheduled                  

arrival times.                       

Unfortunately there is 

no public  scheduled 

service for theses 

routes outside the                 

normal collection 

times. 

Food will be available 

at break time as                      

normal  and the                 

canteen will be open 

again at 1pm for                     

students as they leave.   

Monday 6th January 

2020—Return to school 

for all students 8:45 am 

start. 

 

performers.   

Supported by a very 

appreciative crowd of 

parents staff and peers 

we heard a Year 7 

choir, Samba group, 

classical guitar, singing 

group and several 

bands.  

All performed                    

beautifully and should 

be very proud of their   

effort and                           

achievement, the                 

audience responded 

brilliantly to each act, 

with support and                    

rapturous applause. 

The staff choir also took 

a turn and encour-

aged the audience to 

join in—to help them!!  

A Forest School Choir 

will be visiting Jacobs in 

Winnersh IQ to spread 

some more festive spirit 

to the community next 

week.  

The night air was filled 

with vibrant sounds of 

voices that harmonised 

and fingers that had 

practised for many 

hours to play the notes, 

which delighted the 

audience.  

What a fantastic                

evening of music at 

school. After weeks of 

planning and                 

rehearsals the evening 

was upon our musical 

Term ends on                

Wednesday 18th               

December at 1pm.  

School busses will be 

onsite by 1pm and will 

depart by 1:10pm.                 

Students who usually 

travel on the 202, 244 

or 128/9 public bus 

service are advised to 

 

Winter Concert 
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Save The Date—       

The next PTA quiz is 

coming! 

Put a note in your     

diary for Friday, 28th 

February 2020. More 

information to follow in 

the new year! 

 

Plus—PTA 

monthly meet-

ings now start 

at the new time 

of 6:30pm—

and the first 

meeting of 

2020 is                   

Monday 13th from 

6:30pm in Forest 6.   We 

hope to see you there.    

Don’t forget to use the 

Easy Fundraising links 

before your online 

shopping. So far we 

have 66 people using 

the link and raising 

money (at no cost to 

yourself) for the school. 

https://www.easyfundr

aising.org.uk/causes/fo

restpta/  

PTA UPDATE 

NEW  Language/Linguistics Club—January 2020 

Linguistics Club Is   

starting in school.  

The idea is to intro-

duce students to the 

science that governs 

language. We will be 

looking at: 

1.The anatomy of    

language and what 

happens when     

people have         

accidents or stroke 

and how that affects 

their speech, their 

ability to understand 

what is being said, 

etc.  

2. Some interest-

ing aspects of               

sociolinguistics 

e.g. Do women 

speak different-

ly from men?, 

Variation in   

language,   

Language and 

Power, etc. 

3. Children and          

Language. 

4. The uniqueness of      

    human language 

5. The Grammatical     

    Backbone 

6. Language and  

    Meaning 

7. Discourse analysis 
 

This club is a must for 

any aspiring speech 

therapists, diplomats, 

journalists, linguists, 

writers, academics, 

politicians, or                                  

anyone who wants to 

understand more 

about human                       

language the door is 

open. Come and                     

explore the human 

language! 

The club will run in E5 

every Friday from                    

1-1.30 pm.  
 

We have lots of clubs 

to choose from and 

encourage students to  

participate.  
 

A new club list will be 

available in January. 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/forestpta/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/forestpta/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/forestpta/
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Business Literacy Week at The 

Forest  

The Context: 
 

In 2017 England ranked 

23rd out of 23 OECD 

nations for   teenage 

literacy. We are the 

only OECD 

(Organisation for    Eco-

nomic Cooperation 

and Development) na-

tion where the literacy 

of 16-24 year olds is be-

low that of people 

aged 55 and over.  Ac-

cording to the Business 

Literacy Institute, to be 

business literate is to 

have: ‘the ability to use 

financial and business 

information to under-

stand and make deci-

sions that help the or-

ganisation achieve 

success.’  

 

The Goal: 
 

The main goal of the 

Business Literacy week 

at The Forest is to     en-

courage the use busi-

ness terminology across 

the curriculum and rais-

ing students’ aware-

ness about the business 

component in every 

subject. The business 

literacy week is also a 

fantastic     opportunity 

for     teachers to bring 

a business element to 

their subject. To raise 

students’ awareness 

about business         

literacy, posters and 

key business words 

have been displayed in 

corridors.  

We have already     

noticed the impact as 

students have been 

having conversations 

and asking questions to 

teachers. 

All students who cycle 

to and from school 

should wear a suitable 

helmet and have                 

sufficient lighting on 

their bike. 

Several members of 

the public have                   

reported a number of 

students have been 

travelling in a               

dangerous manner to 

and from school;                 

cycling side by side, 

blocking traffic in              

Arbor Lane and                 

cycling down the 

wrong side of the road 

on the Reading Road, 

this has given us great 

cause for concern.  
 

As a school, we would 

be grateful if you 

could remind your 

child the importance 

of safety whilst cycling, 

along with providing 

them with the correct 

equipment. If you are 

unable to provide your 

child with a helmet 

please make              

alternative                          

arrangements for          

travelling to school. 
 

Thank you for your        

support with this                

matter. 

Cycling Safety—Reminder 
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Sixth Form Non-uniform 

day on Friday, 13th 

December  

We are asking all 6th 

formers to bring in 

something off the 

foodbank list instead 

of money for our 

monthly non-uniform 

day.  

Please see attached 

Christmas Shopping list 

of items needed. 

 

Thank you.  

Foodbank Collection  

Letslocalise 
Registrations are  

growing daily and our 

initial projects are                  

being supported really 

well.  

So far the projects to 

get involved in are: 

1. Donate money to-

wards new basket-

ball hoops and a 

new table tennis ta-

ble. We’ve got over 

£300 donated al-

ready from parents 

and members of our 

wider community. 

2. Volunteering roles 

have been updat-

ed, we are now 

searching for par-

ents or members of 

the community who 

can help with exam 

invigilation or with 

French or Spanish 

GCSE conversation-

al practise. Can you 

or your company 

help in any way? 

3. We’re delighted to 

be offered expert 

talks through the 

LetsLocalise website. 

In fact we now have 

a number of talks 

scheduled. We’re 

always looking for 

more expert speak-

ers to talk with      

students, if you have 

an expertise or    

profession and can 

spare some time 

we’d love to hear 

from you.  

All these projects are 

designed to enhance 

the equipment,        

facilities and learning    

opportunities for our 

students. Please get 

involved.  

More projects will be 

posted shortly, so 

please check the Lets 

Localise website       

regularly. Visit 

www.letslocalise.co.uk 

and register today.  

Thank you. 

http://www.letslocalise.co.uk
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Sportsman and Sportswoman’s dinner 

Another annual event 

took place last week 

at Forest. The Sports-

man and Sportswom-

an’s Dinner is a night 

to celebrate the great 

sporting effort and 

achievement that 

takes place at school. 

We are continually 

impressed by inspira-

tional students who 

come to school with 

relatively limited sport-

ing experience, but 

have a desire to learn. 

We believe in inclusive 

sports, we encourage 

every student to take 

part. 

  

Taking time to reflect 

and congratulate    

effort and achieve-

ment is one of the best 

parts of being a 

teacher.   

It’s always really great 

see so many support-

ive parents at the    

dinner, we know that 

you ferry your son’s 

around to fixtures or 

training and support 

them in their dreams, 

and we applaud that 

support.  

We are all part of The 

Forest community and 

the dinner embodies 

that. Thank you for a 

great night of celebra-

tion. Thank you to the 

parents who took part 

in the sports auction, 

the money raised will 

be used to purchase 

new sporting equip-

ment in 2020. 

National Cup Update 
Year 10 continue their 

excellent run in both 

the National Cup and 

the Elite Cup. Impres-

sive wins over Whitgift 

and Elthorne Park 

leave the team in the 

later rounds of both 

competitions. The 

team will host Dorothy 

Stringer school and 

travel to Torquay Boys 

Grammar School in 

the last 16. Both 

matches will be 

played after Christ-

mas.  

The Year 11s recently 

beat Millfield 3-0 in the 

Elite Cup and demol-

ished The Forest School 

from Horsham in Sussex 

on the 10th 

of December, 8-0.  

Two very convincing 

victories against strong 

opposition. They have 

reached the last 8 of 

the competition and 

travel to last years fi-

nalists Northampton 

School for Boys in Jan-

uary.   

Good Luck to all Forest 

teams. 

Primary School Tag Rugby 
Year 9 leaders          

organised, officiated 

and coached the    

primary school teams 

as we hosted a Tag 

Rugby tournament.  

Over 2 days 5 local 

schools attended with 

pupils from Years 3-6.  

The Festival style     tour-

nament allowed the 

primary schools to 

showcase their talents 

and for some, learn a 

new game.  

Well done to Forest’s 

Year 9 Leaders. The 

Leaders were a real 

credit and were am-

bassadors for our 

school.  

Ryan with his sports award. 
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Regional Finals X-Country 

This morning I had the 

pleasure of chatting to 

3 Year 7s Ethan, Mad-

dox and Josh about 

their recent X-Country 

race. The boys, along-

side 3 Year 8s, had 

reached the X-Country 

Regional Final, which 

took place in Taunton.   

After final words of   

encouragement from 

their parents and PE 

staff they set off, the 

atmosphere was tense 

as everyone ran in the 

cold and muddy      

environment. 

Against approximately 

150 other Y7 & 8 boys  

Forest boys were      

superb. Their effort, and 

determination showed 

through. 

When asked 

about what it 

meant to 

take part in 

the race they 

said “No mat-

ter what, you shouldn’t 

give up and you should 

try your hardest and 

you should enjoy it”  

They sounded like they 

thoroughly enjoyed it. 

After asking if I should 

know anymore about 

the race, Ethan said, 

“Yes, Miss, Maddox 

came 2nd”!  

Maddox a very modest 

young man then en-

lightened me that he 

used to take part in 

Park Runs with his dad, 

and has now joined 

Reading Athletics Club, 

and last year he took 

part in the  National 

Athletics Junior Cham-

pionship at U13 1500m, 

which he won!   
 

All three boys are keen 

sportsman and have 

promised to chat to me 

again about their fu-

ture sporting endeav-

ours.  
 

Well done to the whole 

X-Country team.  

First XV—Berkshire U18 Rugby Champions 

It’s official our U18 rug-

by team are Berkshire 

Cup champions!  

Throughout the season 

the entire squad has 

trained and played 

with great skill and   

determination. The 

final match was much 

the same. The match 

against Reading Blue-

coat School took 

place at Maidenhead 

Rugby Club and was a 

tight run affair, with 

both sides equal to the 

task, but The Forest 

squad showed some-

thing 

special, 

they 

showed 

their un-

deterring 

belief, 

they 

wanted 

the win 

and were 

not 

about to 

finish the 

game 

without        

success. The final score 

was 8 to 7 to Forest. 

 

Thanks must go to the 

expert coaching from 

RAMS Academy 

coaches. They really 

embedded self-belief, 

an amazing work ethic 

and clever match  

tactics.  

 

We’re looking forward 

to welcoming the next 

generation of rugby 

players (current Y11s 

students) into the Year 

12 Rugby Academy.  

 

The Forest PE Team. 

 

 

 


