
be great to show you 

how easy it is to keep 

track of the work your 

son or daughter has to 

complete. More      

details on the training 

events will be featured 

in the next newsletter. 

 

With the hints of warm 

weather to come, 

please can I remind 

you to send students 

into school with refilla-

ble water bottles. We 

encourage students to 

drink plenty of water 

and where possible 

avoid the need to  

purchase single use 

plastic containers in 

order to reduce costs 

to students and the 

wider environmental 

impact associated 

with the disposal of this 

waste.  This is an       

important topic for us 

all to consider and  

discussions at home 

are encouraged. 

Thank you for your 

continued support. 

parts of their prepara-

tions for their A Levels 

later in the year; I wish 

them luck and hope 

their hard work is     

reflected in their 

marks.  

 

We are developing an 

updated manage-

ment information    

system to replace Sims 

and Pars. This is a     

significant step on our 

improvement path, 

providing teachers 

and parents with easy 

to access student   

data. Early in the   

summer term we will 

be launching the 

Show My Homework 

tool, an on-line    

homework system   

giving students and 

parents easy access to 

view all the homework 

set for your student. 

We will be providing a 

range of training 

events for students 

and parents early in 

the new term – it will 

“Remember to look at 

the stars and not 

down at your feet. Try 

to make sense of what 

you see and wonder 

about what makes the 

universe exist. Be curi-

os. And however diffi-

cult life may seem, 

there is always some-

thing you can do and 

succeed at. It matters 

that you don’t just give 

up.” Prof. Stephen 

Hawking.  

 

I was struck by how 

Prof. Hawking’s words 

above are so applica-

ble to our students at 

The Forest School. Our 

ASPIRE moto encour-

ages our community 

to be aspirational and 

to keep on trying no 

matter the circum-

stances. Our Yr. 13 Stu-

dents are embarking 

on their mocks this 

week, one of the final 

IMPORTANT DATES 

 
 Mon 12/3/18 Y11        

Geography Trip to          

Barton-on-Sea 

 Fri 16/3/18 PTA Quiz 

Night from 7:30pm 

 Tues 20/3/18 Year 10 

Mock Interview Day 

 Thurs 22/3/18 MFL Trip 

to London 

 Fri 23/3/18 Year 7     

English Trip to the Harry 

Potter Studios 

 New Date -Tues 27/3/18 

Year 6 Welcome Day  

 Thurs 29/3/18 End of 

term at 12:30pm and 

Non-Uniform Day 

 Tues 3/4/18 - Fri 13/4/18 

Easter Holidays (Easter 

weekend Fri 30/3/18—

Mon 2/4/18)  

 Mon 16/4/18 INSET Day 

(students not in school) 

 Tues 17/4/18 Return to 

school for all students—

8:45am start 

 Thurs 19/4/18 Year 9 

Parents’ Evening 4:15-

6.30pm in Forest 6 

 Thurs 10/5/18 Year 12 

Parents’ Evening 4:15-

6:00pm in Forest 6  
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Headteacher’s Update 

 From his seat in the tiny 

aeroplane, Fred watch-

es as the mysteries of 

the Amazon jungle pass 

by below him. He has 

always dreamed of be-

coming an explorer, of 

making history and of 

reading his name 

amongst the lists of 

great discoveries. If only 

he could land and look 

about him. 

As the plane crashes 

into the canopy, Fred is 

suddenly left without a 

choice. He and the 

three other children 

may be alive, but the 

jungle is a vast, un-

tamed place. With no 

hope of rescue, the 

chance of getting 

home feels impossibly 

small. 

Except, it seems, some-

one has been there   

before them. 

 Book of the Week: The Explorer – Katherine Rundell 

Visit the school Library for a 

copy of the current Read-

ing List or find it online at 

www.forest.wokingham.sc

h.uk/library 
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British Film Institute Trip 
On Friday, 9th March, 

Media Studies students 

from The Forest School 

travelled to the British 

Film Institute in London.  

Year 11 students Oliver 

Harman and Max    

Fogelman tell us about 

their BFI Trip experi-

ence. 

“The trip was an expe-

rience for us to learn 

more about our up-

coming GCSE exami-

nation.  

At the BFI we were  

lectured by Rob Miller, 

an expert in the    

specification and 

course that we are 

studying.  

We are currently study-

ing the topic of TV 

news and news web-

sites. Rob, an industry-

leading professional, 

walked through every 

aspect of TV news and 

news websites, ex-

plaining in great detail 

what we needed to 

know. 

Part of our Media Stud-

ies examination in-

volves designing our 

own news website. This 

demonstrates, to the 

examiner, our under-

standing of news web-

sites, including their 

conventional layout 

and features.  

To our surprise, the 

Head of Digital Media 

for Channel 4 News, 

Mike Smith, appeared 

at the talk to answer 

questions and give us 

insight into what it 

takes to run Channel 4 

News’ website and 

social media.             

He explained to us the 

statistics behind C4 

News, including their 

news on social media, 

which gets 2 billion  

annual views. 

The trip and activities 

we took part in during 

the day have been 

very useful, as they 

have ensured  we are 

ready to go into our 

upcoming mock     

exam as well as our 

actual GCSE exam on 

4th June.” 

 

 

 

‘Exams Made Easy’ work-

shop by MADE training 

Year 11 students were 

fortunate to attend a 2 

hour workshop on how to 

perform their best when 

revising for exams. Joe, 

the MADE trainer, intro-

duced them to familiar 

techniques like mind 

mapping and cue cards 

as well as newer tech-

niques such as number 

words and memory pal-

ace. Parents who attend-

ed the evening session 

were also shown how 

mind mapping can be a 

really effective revision 

tool. 

Websites that can aid 

revision are: 

www.goconqr.com 

www.getrevising.co.uk 

www.mystudylife.co.uk  

Quizlet Simple Mind and 

Kidslox.                        

Thank you to Study High-

er for funding this event.  

Year 10 Interview Day -

20th March. 

We are looking forward 

to welcoming local Busi-

ness Volunteers for the 

Year 10 mock interview 

day. 

Local Apprenticeship 

Opportunities 

Prudential in Reading are 

recruiting apprentices in 

Accounts, Financial Re-

porting, Complaints Res-

olution and Internal Audit 

(IT coming soon). Vacan-

cies are being co-

ordinated through Aim 

Apprenticeships. Visit 

their website or contact 

ellie-

bowles@aimapprentices

hips.co.uk                            

MICROSOFT are holding 

an Apprenticeship Open 

Evening on Wed 28th  

March. Register your in-

terest via 

aka.ms/insightevening or 

contact appren-

ticeevent@microsoft.co

m 

Gillette are offering a 

Science apprenticeship, 

where you can achieve 

a Level 3 qualification as 

a Laboratory Technician 

and Engineering appren-

ticeships where you will 

achieve a Level 4 qualifi-

cation in Mechanical 

Engineering. Go to 

www.apprenticeships.org

.uk and search under the 

vacancies using Gillette 

and Berkshire as key-

words.        

Students looking for  

higher or degree appren-

ticeships should still     

continue to look on 

www.notgoingtouni.co.u

k 

Careers Update 
England Football 

Team call-up for     

former Forest student 

Alfie Mawson.  We’ll 

be sure to cheer him 

on (and the rest of the 

team) in his forthcom-

ing fixtures. Visit http://

www.bbc.co.uk/

sport/

football/43344416 for 

the England squad 

announcements. Or 

for details of Alfie's 

current football       

career, playing for 

Swansea,  follow this 

link: https://

www.swanseacity.co

m/teams/swansea/

alfie-mawson  

 
The above image of Alfie was 

taken from the Swansea Foot-

ball Club website.  

http://www.goconqr.com
http://www.getrevising.co.uk
http://www.mystudylife.co.uk
mailto:elliebowles@aimapprenticeships.co.uk
mailto:elliebowles@aimapprenticeships.co.uk
mailto:elliebowles@aimapprenticeships.co.uk
mailto:apprenticeevent@microsoft.com
mailto:apprenticeevent@microsoft.com
mailto:apprenticeevent@microsoft.com
http://www.apprenticeships.org.uk
http://www.apprenticeships.org.uk
http://www.notgoingtouni.co.uk
http://www.notgoingtouni.co.uk
http://www.bbc.co.uk/sport/football/43344416
http://www.bbc.co.uk/sport/football/43344416
http://www.bbc.co.uk/sport/football/43344416
http://www.bbc.co.uk/sport/football/43344416
https://www.swanseacity.com/teams/swansea/alfie-mawson
https://www.swanseacity.com/teams/swansea/alfie-mawson
https://www.swanseacity.com/teams/swansea/alfie-mawson
https://www.swanseacity.com/teams/swansea/alfie-mawson
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Library News  

Following on from The 

Mini Book Competition 

four extracts will be 

published in The           

Wokingham Paper this 

week written by            

Nicholas Kappos, Jack 

Campion, Josh 

McMenemy and          

Callum Humphreys. 

Some of our favourite 

mini books included:  

‘The Haunted Truth of 

Joseph’ by Jack Cam-

pion; Joseph dies in a 

car crash over a year 

ago but is he now 

haunting a local man-

sion? Francis, Alex, 

Charlie and Luke go to 

investigate and discov-

er all kinds of horrors. 

Will they escape? 

Whatever you do, 

don’t go there EVER! 

‘Gladiator’ by George 

Croome. “The smell of 

blood and alcohol 

swept through the 

room and polluted the 

air, the sound of steel 

clashing and the yelling 

of spectators created 

a cacophony  of sens-

es, all while Kjortan 

waited in the small and 

claustrophobic room 

below the theatre.” Will 

brave Kjortan survive 

another battle? 

‘Murder’ by Andrew 

Collin. “There were 

over a thousand peo-

ple at the world’s larg-

est firework display but 

only one was there for 

murder.”  

‘Throne of Elves’ by 

Callum Humphreys.  

“Thurin was running 

through the woods with 

his sword and shield, 

feeling his own heart 

beating like a drum.  

He could hear yelling 

from behind him. Thurin 

knew that if these peo-

ple caught up with him 

he would be decapi-

tated in an instant.  

Like Harry Potter?       

Try ‘The Black Mead 

School of Wizardry 

Book 1&2’ by Harry  

Davis. 

‘Time Out’ by Josh 

McMenemy. Ever 

wished you could stop 

time like Joe Brumble? 

Certainly handy when 

homework is due in!! 

Soumil Maiti explores 

life a s a slave in ‘Am I 

a Human Being?’ 

 Nicholas Kappos de-

lights readers again 

with his ‘Candle Tree’ 

stories.                       

Well done to all our  

winners. 

Geography Field Trip—Barton-on-Sea 

On Friday 9th and 

Monday 12th March 

Year 11 took part in a 

Geography Field Trip 

to Barton-on-Sea. 

Year 11 student, Mor-

gan Rowan, explains 

the purpose of the vis-

it. 

“During the field trip 

we visited two sepa-

rate beaches. The 

beach at Barton-on-

Sea and the Hurst Cas-

tle Spit. On both 

beaches we created 

a beach profile. We 

used two transit poles 

(which are poles with 

coloured marking 

points), which we 

placed into the 

ground at each 

change in angle 

as we went up 

the beach. We 

measured the 

distance be-

tween the poles 

and the angle of 

the slope using a 

clinometer. With 

this information 

we could see the 

shape of beach. 

By doing this we 

got to improve 

our field work skills 

which will be test-

ed in our forth-

coming exams.”  

Ex Forest 

student 

debuts 

for 

Reading 

FC 

Tom Holmes made his     

debut for Reading FC vs. 

Bolton Wanderers – 6th 

March 2018 aged 17 

years 359 days. Visit RFCs 

website tow watch Tom’s 

interview https://

www.readingfc.co.uk/

news/2018/march/holmes

-its-something-ill-never-

forget/   

We look forward to fol-

lowing his progress.  

Photo taken from RFC website. 

 

 

 

In the England Country 

Football leagues The Forest 

School is currently ranked: 
http://www.schoolsfootball.co.uk 

U18 A – 57th (out of 256) 

U16 A –23rd (out of 153) 

U15 A – 19th (out of 238) 

U14 A – 136th (out of 241) 

U13 A – 79th (out of 318) 

U12 A – not played  

enough yet. 

 

 

The    

Forest 

School’s 

sixth form 

café has 

been 

inspected by Wokingham 

Borough Councils Environ-

mental Health team and 

we’re delighted to report 

that we have    maintained 

our  FIVE STAR status! 

Thank you to all the student 

and parent volunteers for 

their hard work.  

 

Measurements taken to create a 
beach profile 

http://www.schoolsfootball.co.uk


Ali Akhbari, Graeme 

Senior, Milo Coombs, 

Haaziq Izzadeen,     

Sammy Murdoch, Toby 

Irving and Miraj 

Choudhry also qualified 

for the European      

Kangaroo competition!  

This takes place on 

15/03/18. 

All boys entered should 

feel proud of their 

achievement.  

60 Year 7 and 8 boys will 

sit the Junior Challenge 

on 26/04/07. 

We will update you with 

how they get on and 

also on the Kangaroo 

results when they arrive.  

T. McNeill The Forest 

School Maths Dept. 

Following last year’s suc-

cessful entry the Maths 

Department entered 90 

boys from Years 9 to 11 

in the Feb 2018 UK IMC. 

The UK IMC encourages 

mathematical reason-

ing, precision of thought 

and fluency in using 

basic mathematical 

techniques to solve non-

standard problems. It is 

targeted at the top third 

of pupils in Years 9 to 11. 

The boys sit a 1 hour  

paper consisting of 25 

multiple choice style 

questions. The problems 

on the UK IMC reflect a 

style that pervades all 

mathematics by      

challenging students to 

think clearly about    

simple, yet unfamiliar 

problems.  

The following number of 

certificates were       

attained in 2018. 

47 boys attained a cer-

tificate; 25 receiving a 

bronze award, 14  silver 

and the following 8 boys 

were awarded gold 

certificates. 

(Year 11) Ali Akhbari, 

Graeme Senior, Milo 

Coombs, Haaziq 

Izzadeen and Sam  

Spelman. 

(Year 10) Sammy       

Murdoch (Best in 

school), and Toby Irving. 

(Year 9) Miraj Choudhry. 

  

The UK Intermediate Mathematical Challenge (UK IMC) 2018 
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Along with 19 school 

friends, I (Dan King Y10)

signed up for a two-year 

World Challenge pro-

gramme to take part in a 

four week educational 

expedition to Madagas-

car in July 2019, which 

will involve trekking 

through different terrain 

and working on a com-

munity project. The com-

munity project will involve 

working alongside the 

local people and reno-

vating part of their com-

munity to improve their 

lifestyles. This could     

include fixing a water 

tank or building a class-

room for the local school, 

and many other projects.                        

This challenging expedi-

tion will teach the team 

valuable life skills such as 

leadership, communica-

tion and teamwork; as 

we have to plan man-

age and budget for the 

whole trip. The results of 

our endeavours will ben-

efit the local community 

in Madagascar.  
 

If you would like some 

more information on 

world challenge and 

their ethos, please take a 

look at their website 

http://www.world-

challenge.co.uk. 
 

Fundraising for the expe-

dition is a big part of the 

World Challenge Jour-

ney.  

Students will take part in 

different fundraising ac-

tivities, as each person 

has to raise £4,500. 

The first of our fundraising 

efforts is by Dan King. He 

begins his fundraising 

with an epic bike ride. 

On 5th and 6th May he 

will take part in a 135 

mile bike ride, across tow

-paths, highways and 

byways from Reading to 

Gloucester. Dan will be 

joined by two other in-

trepid cyclists (combined 

age circa 100 years) 
 

We’d be grateful for any 

donations to support our 

fundraising. To donate, 

please go to: 
  

https://

www.gofundme.com/

dans-world-challenge-

expedition 

 

Thank you.  

 

World Challenge = Fundraising Madness!! 

 

 

Students taking part in UK 
Intermediate Mathematical 

Challenge. Image from 2017 

We’ll be bringing you 

details of more          

fundraising endeavours 

from the 2019 World 

Challenge group in the 

following newsletters. 

Success for Isaac 

at Taekwondo 

Isaac, Y8, recently took 

part in a regional Vision 

Taekwondo competi-

tion, where he won a 

silver in Patters and a 

gold in Sparring. Not 

only that, but he 

helped coach the 

younger team mem-

bers, and then 

changed into his suit 

and tie to help umpire 

the rest of the competi-

tion.   

Isaac became involved 

in Taekwondo at the 

age of 4. He was 

awarded his black belt 

in September 2017. His 

ambition is to compete 

at national level, but 

competition age re-

strictions mean Isaac 

will have to wait until 

he’s at 

least 13 

years 

old. We 

look 

forward 

to fol-

lowing 

his pro-

gress. 

Well 

done 

Isaac. 

http://www.world-challenge.co.uk
http://www.world-challenge.co.uk
https://www.gofundme.com/dans-world-challenge-expedition
https://www.gofundme.com/dans-world-challenge-expedition
https://www.gofundme.com/dans-world-challenge-expedition
https://www.gofundme.com/dans-world-challenge-expedition


Last call for tickets for 

our St Patrick’s–

themed Quiz Night this 

Friday, March 16th. 

The Forest staff were 

on the winning Six Na-

tions team at our last 

event - can a team of 

parents reclaim the 

cup this time? Book 

today by emailing us 

at pta@forest.wokingh

am.sch.uk. Tickets are 

£15 per person, which 

includes a fish and 

chip supper. 

There will be a 

licensed cash 

bar for drinks 

and also a   

raffle on the 

night. We hope 

to see you 

there for what 

is always a fun 

night! 

Year 9 

Immunisations—

Monday 26th  March  

Please ensure your 

son wears a short 

sleeved shirt on 

Monday 26th March       

(no polo shirts).   
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Word of 

the week  

Year 7   

Research 
 

Year 8     

Features 
 

Year 9   

Ensure 
 

Year 10   

Mechanism 
 

Year 11  

Generation 

PTA QUIZ NIGHT 

Reading at The 

Forest 

We encourage students’ 

to read, we provide book 

lists, create competitions, 

run work shops to invigor-

ate and reiterate 

the importance 

of reading. We 

have many keen 

readers, but 

thought we’d 

highlight a     

couple of stu-

dents who clear-

ly have the bug!  

Reigning Read-

ing Champion 

Baseem, Year 9, 

has read 101 

books so far this 

academic year. 

His goal is to win 

the 2018 Reading 

Competition.      

He will have 

some stiff com-

Is 

coming 

to The 

Forest 

School 

during 

the Easter holidays, from 9th 

–13th April 2018. If you would 

like to find out more please 

visit 
www.madscience.org/bbo  

Each month Parenting For 

Special Children runs a series 

of events  e.g. ADHD, Autism, 

LAAC workshops. For  more 

information  visit 

http://www.parentingspecialc

hildren.co.uk/events/  

petition from Fazly, Year 

7, who is also a keen 

reader and has read 91 

books this year.             

Incredible reading!  

mailto:pta@forest.wokingham.sch.uk
mailto:pta@forest.wokingham.sch.uk

