
Forest students are    

using GCSEpod in     

exceptional numbers; 

over 50,000 streams 

and downloads have 

been logged so far. 

Please encourage your 

son to keep using this 

superb learning         

resource.  

Ezy Education is         

another invaluable    

resource for students. 

Once again please do        

encourage your 

son/daughter to logon. 

Have a great         

weekend. 

Shirley Austin  

successes at the    

Sportsman’s Dinner, 

12th December.  I’m 

sure it will be another 

enjoyable evening for 

students, parents and 

staff.   

We have recently 

joined PiXL (Partners in 

Excellence), this is a 

not-for-profit partner-

ship of over 1,600      

secondary schools, 500 

sixth forms, 600  primary 

schools and 75 provid-

ers of alternative       

education. Together 

we share best practice 

to raise standards to 

give students the best 

possible  opportunity to 

make maximum       

progress. As we contin-

ue on our path to good 

and outstanding we 

are able to utilise PiXL 

to benchmark, learn,    

adjust and consolidate 

our best practices in 

teaching and learning. 

With only seven school 

days before the    

Christmas break the 

school still has lots on 

the agenda. This week 

we have been treated 

to Music and Drama 

performances at our 

annual Christmas    

Concert. It was lovely 

to hear and see so 

many talented          

students, who on a 

dark wet night,                       

supported by their      

parents, came back 

into school; their       

performances lifted the 

spirits immeasurably. 

Thank you to the PTA 

for providing refresh-

ments. The generosity 

of parents was incredi-

ble, so thank you for              

supporting Music and 

Drama at school.  

We are also getting 

ready to congratulate 

and celebrate our    

IMPORTANT DATES 

 Wed 12/12/18               

Sportsmen's Dinner 

6:30pm-10:30pm in the 

Main Hall 

 Sat 15/12/18-Sat 

22/12/18 Ski Trip to Italy 

 Mon 17/12/18 Non 

Uniform Day 

(Christmas Jumpers) £2  

- Charity to be                

decided 

 Tues 18/12/18 End of 

term. Dismissal at 

3:10pm 

 Mon 7/1/19 Return to 

school for all students 

8:45am start 

 Mon 14/1/19 PTA 

Meeting in Forest 6 

7:30-8:30pm, all               

welcome 

 Thurs 17/1/19 Y11             

Parents’ Evening 

3:45pm-6:45pm 

 Mon 4/2/19 PTA              

Meeting in Forest 6 

7:30-8:30pm, all                  

welcome 

 Thurs 7/3/19 Y7                     

Parents’ Evening 

3:45pm-6:45pm 

 Thurs 28/3/19 Y9                

Parents’ Evening 

3:45pm-6:45pm 

 Thurs 9/5/19 Y12                

Parents Evening 

3:45pm-6:45 pm 

 

w/e  7th December2018 
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Head teacher's Update 

We’re always happy to support 

charitable causes. And recent-

ly students and staff took part 

in many activities to raise   

money for Sport Relief.  

Our next charitable fund      

raising activity takes place on 

17th December, when          

students and staff can come 

to school in non-uniform, with 

the addition of a festive    

Christmas Jumper. Suggested 

donation of £2. 

Christmas Jumper 

Day 
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Café @6                       Volunteers needed! 

Can you spare a few hours a week? 

We are looking for volunteers to join our vibrant sixth form café team.  

Duties include serving food and drinks, cleaning tables and helping towards 

the smooth running of the café. 

We are looking for  volunteers that can work from 10:30am until 2:00pm on 

Wednesday. 

If you are interested please email Mrs Cooley at ecooley@forest.academy              

to arrange a visit. 

PTA News 

Huge thanks to PTA 

members Patricia, 

Laura, Alison and 

Zoe who recently 

gave up their Saturday 

nights to run the bar at 

an off-site Christmas 

event for the Berkshire 

Theatre Company, an 

organisation that              

rehearse at Forest. All 

those cups of tea, soft 

drinks and glasses of 

wine add up – a                

fantastic £540 was 

raised on the night. 

Thank you, ladies! 

  

Our grateful thanks too 

to everyone who has 

been shopping 

online via The Giving 

Machine (over 2,000 

participating retailers) 

or Easyfundraising, wh

o offer over 3,300 big 

name retailers includ-

ing Amazon, Argos, 

John Lewis, ASOS, and 

Booking.com.                   

Easyfundraisers have 

raised over £80 for us 

over the last month, at 

no cost to themselves. 

Out of all the adults 

associated with the 

school we currently 

have 58 supporters 

who raise funds for us 

this way - please do 

consider adding your 

support. Sign up 

at https://www.easyfu

ndraising.org.uk/cause

s/forestpta/  

We are currently                          

exploring a match 

funding opportunity 

with an organisation 

based in the area – 

this is another way to 

raise significant sums 

of money for the             

benefit of the school, 

at no personal cost to 

yourself. Banks, airlines, 

retailers and utilities 

companies are 

among those which 

offer charitable                

donations in this way – 

is your employer one 

of them? Please do 

investigate with your 

HR department and 

get in touch with us if 

so, by emailing us at 

pta@forest.academy 

  

To keep updated 

with news of all PTA 

business, just ‘like’ the 

Forest 

PTA Facebook page. 

https://www.facebook

.com/TheForestSchool

PTA/ 

Our next PTA meeting 

is on Monday, 14th 

January. 

  

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/forestpta/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/forestpta/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/forestpta/
https://www.facebook.com/TheForestSchoolPTA/
https://www.facebook.com/TheForestSchoolPTA/
https://www.facebook.com/TheForestSchoolPTA/
https://www.facebook.com/TheForestSchoolPTA/
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This has been an       

exciting term for the 

drama department at 

Forest with a number 

of terrific                                   

performances taking 

place.  

 

The Open Evening is a 

big performance 

event of the year with 

both year 9 and 10 

drama students                   

performing                           

monologue and               

extracts from plays for 

the evening,                  

the performances 

ranged from extracts 

of Blood Brothers to 

scenes from Hamlet!  

The year 11 GCSE 

group have performed 

their superb GCSE   

devised pieces, the 

groups picked                         

different practitioners      

including Brecht and 

Artaud to make       

important points about 

grief, the benefits     

systems and what it is 

to be a man in today’s 

ever changing world.  

Year 10 have followed 

up with two full         

productions of Dennis 

Kelly’s DNA. The two 

productions were very 

different from each 

other with the first 

night’s version being a 

sinister look at the play 

while the second night 

allowed the comedy 

to shine through. Both 

productions were     

received well and   

enjoyed by the        

audiences who came 

to watch.  

The first theatre visit of 

the year was at the 

Whitty Theatre where 

the group watched 

the Oresteia per-

formed by Splendid. A 

terrific Brechtian 

adaption of the Greek 

Tragedy. The lads en-

joyed the experience 

and it’s been fabulous 

to see the experience 

impact so positively on 

the work they are     

doing in the lesson.  

Along with the music 

and PE departments 

the drama GCSE 

Group had the terrific 

and opportunity to go 

to 

Manor Green      Spe-

cial School and work 

with the students 

there, the Manor 

Green students were 

so willing and the    

Forest boys were     

superb, supporting in 

the creation of pieces 

of drama and helping 

to make sure that all of 

the students have the 

opportunity to          

participate and                     

perform.  

Still to come...  

 Year 12 will be        

performing their,       

shocking Artaud 

Coursework on 14th 

December  

 In the first weeks of 

the new year we 

have a return visit 

from the terrific                  

company Paperbirds 

who came to us last 

year with In a                   

Thousand Pieces  this 

year they will be               

performing Thirsty.  

 We will take our first 

trip if the year to the 

West End allowing 

students will also 

have the opportunity 

to see The Woman in 

Black (scary stuff). 

The A level group will 

also have the         

opportunity to see 

Frantic Assembly’s 

The Unreturning.  

  Mrs Trowbridge  

 

Drama Department Update 

Photos  of Year 10 

& Y11 Students             

during their               

performances 
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World Challenge 2019 

Next year, in July 2019 

myself and 17 other 

students from The            

Forest School will be             

embarking on a tough 

challenge, the World 

Challenge in                  

Madagascar. It will last 

30 days, and will                 

mostly consist of               

trekking through thick 

jungle, up giant                    

Madagascan               

mountains, and 

through foreign                      

territories, fending for 

ourselves. Our main 

project while we are 

out there is a                     

community project at 

a local school, where 

we will be helping fix 

their water pumps, 

and we will spend time 

with the pupils there to 

get to know them, 

learn about their                

culture and see what 

they do for fun. In                 

order to go on this 

once in a lifetime               

journey we’ve each 

had to raise £4,500 in 

21 months, and I have 

achieved this amount 

in 13 months, sure to 

be some record! I 

raised the money (with 

the help of my                     

parents, friends and 

family) by doing a quiz 

night and a race 

night, both of which 

we hosted ourselves, 

and I did lots of little 

jobs as well, such as  

gardening,                    

babysitting, dog               

walking and for              

Christmas and my 

birthday I asked for 

money, simply for the 

funds required to 

make this journey            

possible. This is going 

to be a great, life 

changing experience 

which I am looking            

forward to very much, 

and it will surely be a 

once in a lifetime                      

opportunity. 

Jake Simpson Year 11 

School  Stationery—

the perfect stocking 

filler for Christmas! 

 

Stationery packs cost 

£3.50 and include: a 

clear case containing 

2  set squares, a 30 cm 

rule, compass,                        

protractor, 2 pencils, a 

pencil sharpener, 2 

black biro pens,                  

1 purple pen, eraser, 

highlighter pen and 

glue stick. 

Calculators cost £8.00 

 

If you would like to         

purchase a stationery 

pack, or calculator 

please pay online via 

Scopay. Stationery 

packs will be delivered 

to students whilst  in 

school.  

 The U15 rugby team is 

unbeaten this season. 

They have played ten 

games and won them 

all. There is a strong 

team cohesion and 

spirit within the side 

where the whole 

squad are regularly 

involved in training 

and matches. Ten 

players are also in-

volved with the coun-

ty rugby.  

Total points scored: 

340 and total points 

scored against 40. This 

equates to 50 Tries to 

only six against. 

The team are now in 

the fourth round of the 

national vase compe-

tition and will be play-

ing either King’s Win-

chester or Ryde school 

[Isle of Wight]. 

On Tuesday (4th 

December) this 

week they 

played against St 

Barts in the Berk-

shire Cup Semi 

Finals. They came 

Unbeaten Year 10 Rugby Team play in the Berkshire Cup Final 

TODAY  

away from the match 

having beaten the St 

Barts team 18-0. They 

now play the final    

today (7th Decem-

ber). We’ll bring you 

news of the result 

soon.  

Mr Hart 
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Our new sports area is 

really taking shape, 

new sport fencing has 

been installed and the 

preparation of ground 

works for the new 

‘Macadam’ sports sur-

face is well underway.  

The area will be ready 

to use early in 2019   

The space will be 

available to hire daily 

after school and at 

weekends. Please 

share this information 

with friends and family. 

 

If you would  like to 

know more about the 

range of facilities 

available to rent, or 

have a specific MUGA  

enquiry please         

contact let-

tings@forest.academy 

or Tel: 0118 978 1626 

and ask for Mrs Senior.  

This image is for illustration purposes only.  


