
Kennedy in the Library. 

Our connections with 

local businesses are 

growing and I am de-

lighted to welcome 

employees of Sage, 

who will be joining us, 

over the exam season 

to support exam invigi-

lation. It is fantastic 

that Sage can help us 

in this way and give 

their valuable time to 

our school.  

Thank you so much for 

your participation in 

the implementation of 

Show My Homework. 

All teachers are using 

this system to record 

homework and in the 

last week 275 home-

work tasks have been 

set by teachers. The 

Show My Homework 

app that can be 

downloaded from the 

App Store is a great 

way for you to get                            

notifications of home-

work that has been set 

and your supportive 

reminders to ensure 

the work gets done is 

a huge help. 

I was very impressed 

so see our Year 10             

students working so 

hard on the Financial 

Awareness Day last 

week, you read more 

about that on the         

following pages. Boys 

were involved in         

activities to increase 

their financial            

awareness such as 

budgeting and           

learning to save and it 

was wonderful to see 

boys being able to 

apply numeracy to 

real-life tasks. Thank 

you to Miss Illingworth 

for organising this 

event. 

I am excited to hear 

the results of the        

Summer Reading      

Championship which 

Ms Kennedy is running 

in the Library. This is a 

fantastic competition 

for all our students to 

get involved in - it      

encourages reading 

and a love of books 

which will help learn-

ing in all parts of the 

curriculum.  Students 

wishing to take part 

should see Ms         

I want to say a huge 

‘thank you’ to you all 

our parents who took 

the time to complete 

the survey for our    

Ofsted inspection. We 

had an impressive re-

sponse and I really ap-

preciate your               

support. The Ofsted             

inspectors left on               

Wednesday evening 

and now we wait for 

the publication of the 

report in a few weeks’ 

time and at this point 

we will share the detail 

with you. 

I have been delighted 

to see students work-

ing so hard in lessons 

over the last few 

weeks. The focus of 

the students and their              

determination to get 

the highest grades is 

wonderful to see. 

Please encourage 

them at work at home 

too as well as take 

time for relaxation – 

this is a stressful time 

and it is important that 

we support our young-

sters to be at their very 

best. 

 

IMPORTANT DATES 

 
 Mon 7/5/18 Bank               

Holiday School Closed 

 Tues 8/5/18 Y9                 

Challenge Day 

 Thurs 10/5/18 Year 12 

Parents’ Evening 4:15-

6:00pm in Forest 6  

 Mon 14/5/18 GCSE/     

A Level Exams start 

 Mon 14/5/18  PTA 

Meeting in Forest 6 

7:30pm-8:30pm,           

all welcome 

 Fri 25/5/18 Non-uniform 

Day £2 voluntary          

donation. NB: those 

pupils in A Level and 

GCSE exams must,  

under exams               

conditions, remain in 

their uniform. This is 

also the last day before 

the half-term break; 

please note there is no 

early dismissal. School 

will finish at the usual 

time of 3:10pm  

 Mon 28/5/18-Fri 1/6/18 

Half Term  

 Mon 4/6/18 Return to 

school for all students—

8:45am start 

 Mon 4/6/18 PTA           

Meeting in Forest 6  

7:30pm-8:30pm,                 

all welcome  

 Thu 14/6/18 Year 7 

Shakespeare Summer 

Festival on the school 

field 6:00pm-8:30pm  

 Fri 20/7/18 End of term 
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Headteacher’s Update 

Exam Stationery is 

available to buy 

 Exam packs cost 

£3.50 and include: a 

clear case contain-

ing 2  set squares, a 

30 cm rule, compass,     

protractor, 2 pencils, 

a pencil sharpener, 2 

black biro pens,         

eraser, highlighter 

pen and glue stick 

 

 Calculators cost 

£7.00 

If you would like to         

purchase an 

exam pack, or 

calculator 

please pay 

online via Sco-

pay. 

Exam Station-

ery packs will 

be delivered 

to students whilst  in 

school. 
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PTA Update 
A couple of dates for 

your diary: on Thurs-

day, 14th June we’ll 

be running a BBQ and 

bar at the Year 7                 

Shakespeare          

evening. Romeo and 

Juliet and Macbeth 

are much more enjoy-

able to watch while 

chomping on a burger 

or  slurping a cold 

glass of white (sorry 

Will)! Fingers crossed 

for the same glorious 

sunshine as last year. 

We are also planning 

our first ever car boot 

sale at The Forest on 

the morning of         

Sunday, 8th July. More 

details to follow soon. 

We still need some 

help to be able to run 

our Fab Fridays again 

after half term, 

when we’ll be 

selling ice lollies 

and cold drinks 

for pupils at the 

end of the school 

day. Could you 

spare the time 

between 2:45pm 

and 3:15pm to 

help us out on a Friday 

afternoon? We raised 

£335 with our Fab Fri-

days last year and 

we’d love to achieve 

the same again this 

summer. 

If you are not able 

to help us in per-

son, then please 

do consider sup-

porting The Forest 

PTA as you shop 

online via The Giv-

ing Machine (over 

2,000 participating                  

retailers) or                

Easyfundraising.      

Every little bit helps.  

Does your company 

offer match funding? 

We’d love to talk to 

you if so. 

Our next PTA meeting 

is at Forest 6 on 14th 

May at 7.30pm. Why 

not come along?   

New faces are         

always welcome! 

Please address all          

enquiries to 

pta@forest.wokingha

m.sch.uk 

On the 24th – 27th April, 

Year 12 Geographers 

spent an exciting and 

busy four days in 

Porthcawl Wales,                  

conducting fieldwork 

for their A Level                   

coursework.  

Students used a varie-

ty of techniques gath-

ering data for both 

Human and Physical 

Geography and were 

praised for both their 

excellent representa-

tion of the school and 

the strength of their 

work ethic.                                   

The weather was 

mainly with us for the 

week and a good time 

was had by all. 

 

Y12 Geography Trip to Porthcawl 

Year 12 Geographers 

Would you like to help 

your Son make well-

informed choices 

about their future study 

and careers in a STEM 

(Science, Technology, 

Engineering and 

Maths) related field?  

A fantastic local op-

portunity for your 

son/daughter to take 

part in a 3 day innova-

tive STEM course from 

29th- 31st May.  Course 

costs are £135 for 3 

days, but bursaries are 

available, for more  

information contact 

EDT: routesinto-

stem@etrust.org.uk or 

01707 386 151 

Apply online 

http://bit.ly/2n1KzYo 

(scroll to student tabs 

to access application 

form)  

mailto:pta@forest.wokingham.sch.uk
mailto:pta@forest.wokingham.sch.uk
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Year 10 ‘Everyday Money’ Workshop 

Last Thursday Year 10 

students enjoyed an 

interactive and           

engaging 2 hour work-

shop on ‘everyday 

money.’ The company 

Legal and General 

came into school to 

carry out a variety of 

team activities with the 

students to teach them 

about the  importance 

of pay slips, taxes, 

loans, saving money 

and basically every-

thing they need to 

know when they start a 

job and start earning. 

Each team consisted 

of roughly 6 students 

whereby they had to 

come up with a crea-

tive team name relat-

ing to money. The rest 

of the workshop was 

based on mini compe-

tition activities whereby 

they had to work 

in their groups to 

look at real sce-

narios and how 

they should best 

approach the             

scenario based 

on what they 

had learnt. Many 

students had said 

how they found 

the  information 

really useful. All 

students made             

significant pro-

gress by demonstrating 

what they had learnt 

which ultimately led to 

them gaining points for 

their teams. Overall, 

the workshops were 

 

 

 

Word of 

the week  

Year 7   

Source  

Year 8     

Consumer 

Year 9   

Reliance 

Year 10   

Parameters 

Year 11  

Modified 

Show My Homework 

update: 

Epstein & Van Voorhis 

(2001) found that home-

work can be grouped 

into10 broad purposes. 

Please encourage your 

student to complete 

homework to the best of 

their ability. 

 Practice - putting into 

practice what has 

been learnt through-

out the school day. 

 Participation - encour-

aging students to get 

involved in work out-

side of school and the 

importance of taking 

part in activities. 

 Personal development 

- the completion of 

homework helps stu-

dents to develop their 

independence, time-

keeping and show 

them the importance 

of good work ethic. 

 Preparation - prepar-

ing students for work 

to come and allowing 

them the opportunity 

to prepare for this 

ahead of lesson time. 

 Policy - homework set 

is in line with the 

school’s policy ensur-

ing students aren’t 

overburdened with 

work and teachers set 

work in adherence to 

this policy. 

 Peer interactions - 

when students are set 

group assignments as 

homework it encour-

ages them to interact 

with their peers and 

work together. 

 Parent-child relation-

ships - the completion 

of work at home helps 

parents and children 

to bond and develop 

their relationship 

through home-

learning support. 

 Parent-teacher com-

munication - home-

work acts as the 

bridge between home 

and school, the setting 

of homework and par-

ents being aware of 

when it’s set helps to 

improve communica-

tion between home 

and school 

 Public relations - the 

ability to keep parents 

informed about what’s 

going on in schools 

and current practices.  

 Punishments - reinforc-

es the importance of 

completing tasks if 

consequences are 

implemented for when 

homework isn’t hand-

ed in on time. 

© SMH 2018 
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Year 13 Psychology Trip  

Year 13 students took 

a day out to London 

for a grade booster 

course in Psychology 

in preparation for their 

exams. The course 

went through all of the 

key papers and gave 

students top tips on 

how to gain the high-

est grades possible. 

Students commented 

on the usefulness of 

the course and that 

they enjoyed the fact 

they were given free 

resources to help with 

their day and their fu-

ture learning within the 

subject. Some of the 

students were even 

brave enough to give 

answers to certain 

questions in front of a 

few hundred people. 

Overall the day was 

very successful. 

Miss Illingworth  

Year 11 stu-

dents Torr 

Sedgwick 

and Adam 

Newman em-

barked on a 

very muddy 

fundraising 

enterprise 

when they 

ran, crawled, 

climbed and 

swam their way through 

the Tough Mudder Half 

at Culden Faw in Hen-

ley on 28th April. 

Highlights included a 

madness of mud pits, 

crawling beneath 

barbed wire and haul-

ing each other over the 

intimidating 12-foot tall 

Berlin Walls. School gov-

ernor Richard Sedgwick 

and World Challenge 

lead-teacher Mr Birks 

must have wondered 

what they had signed 

up for when they 

agreed to compete 

with the boys! However, 

by working together 

Forest’s team of four 

defeated all 13 obsta-

cles on the five-mile 

course. Showing true 

Forest spirit, the team 

never left a Mudder be-

hind, always stopping to 

help - and be helped! 

This was especially true 

on The Blockness Mon-

ster, which is the highest

-rated teamwork obsta-

cle in the industry and 

challenges Mudders to 

help each other over 60

-foot slick revolving bar-

riers in deep water. Like 

many of the obstacles, 

this tests strategy and 

mental grit as well as 

strength and agility. 

Cheered on by a lively 

crowd, the team fin-

ished the gruelling 

course by summiting 

Everest 2.0 and scaling 

the towering, slippery 

Pyramid Scheme. 

Needless to say, the 

boys did themselves 

proud. 

Thanks to sponsorship 

from friends and family, 

Torr and Adam have 

now added over £200 

more to their World 

Challenge fund. This is in 

preparation for their 

one-month adventure 

in Madagascar in July 

2019 with fellow stu-

dents from Years 10 and 

11.  

Mr Birks and Mr 

Pritchard will accompa-

ny the team on their 

expedition. 

Mud-tastic Fundraising for World Challenge!  

Photo of Torr Sedgwick and  Adam 

Newman 

Photo of Year 13 students in London 

# 
# 
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Student Success 

Harry Nemeth Year  9 is 

currently writing a book!  

He is very proud of this, 

as are we. If  you want 

to know what happens 

next, speak to Harry… 

The 4 Kingdoms of   

Castle  - Harry Nemeth 

Prologue : 

The door crept open,  

and a beam of light 

filled the dark room, 

showing it was once 

some sort of library. The 

shelves were darkened 

and rough from age 

and towered to the 

high ceiling above. The 

wallpaper was almost 

all gone, and what re-

mained peeled and 

drooped from the wall, 

exposing a rough cob-

bled wall that looked 

like it was just about 

able to crumble.  All of 

a sudden, the light shin-

ing into the room was 

blocked by a large 

shady figure at the 

doorway. It stepped 

into the room and was 

accompanied by a 

large creek as it moved 

over the decrepit 

wooden floorboards 

that supported it. The 

shadow-like figure ab-

ruptly lit up as the can-

dle in his hands ignited 

with a crackle. The light 

was very dim, but was 

just enough to see the 

figure in more detail. 

The figure was a tower-

ing hulk of a man, 

whose beard was un-

wieldy and looked so 

thick it could even be 

impenetrable. His pale 

white skin looked glossy 

as the light reflected 

from the sweat that 

coated it. The man was 

wearing an unusual mix 

of pelts and padded 

clothing. His chest was 

covered with plates of 

steel that were con-

cealed in a mixture of 

hides, and a large 

black fur-cloak flowed 

from his shoulders to the 

floor. The man slowly 

made his way through 

the room, every step 

caused an array of 

creeks and cracks that 

echoed around the 

stone walls. The man 

wandered endlessly 

through the aisles of 

books and shelves. The 

atmosphere was like 

walking through a town 

in the black of night, 

huge buildings towering 

over you, dim light, no-

one around and a si-

lence enough for a pin 

to be heard drop. The 

constant noise of foot-

steps suddenly stopped, 

and the man peered to 

his right and glanced at 

the table chair that was 

to his side. The design of 

the table and chairs 

looked to be of a similar 

theme to the rest of the 

room, but differed com-

pletely in condition; 

They were not dilapi-

dated and old, but in 

fact new and of a more 

modern design. In other 

words, they were not an 

original part of the 

room, definitely added 

a long time after it was 

built... 

Library News—The              

Carnegie Medal 2018  

8MA (class name) are 

tasked this term to be 

the first to read this 

year’s Carnegie shortlist 

and to accept the chal-

lenge of shadowing the 

Award.  

All the Carnegie past 

winners and shortlisted 

books are excellent, 

well written young adult 

fiction, which frequently 

end up in GCSE English 

examination papers 

and on the curriculum. 

The authors have to 

tackle gritty topics and 

reading these help stu-

dents develop their writ-

ing skills. I strongly advise 

Forest students to read 

these books. 

As part of the remit 8MA 

-ZING will not only read 

the books but also criti-

cally analyse them, 

write blogs about them 

and send     articles to 

the school newsletter 

and local paper. In ad-

dition they will also de-

velop their own scripts 

for a performance 

based on their chosen 

book. So far they love 

Wed Wabbit and Saint 

Death. If you would like 

to read the books just 

pop to your favourite 

school library! 

The Carnegie shortlist 

2018 Wed Wabbit – Lissa 

Evans 

Saint Death – Marcus 

Sedgwick 

Beyond the Bright Sea – 

Lauren Wolk 

The Hate You Give – 

Angie Thomas 

Rook – Anthony              

McGowan 

After The Fire – Will Hill 

Release – Patrick Ness-

Where the World Ends –              

Geraldine 

McCaughrean 

Book of the Week: The Carnegie Medal Shortlist 2018—2. After The 

Fire – Will Hill 

The things I've seen are 

burned into me, like 

scars that refuse to 

fade. 

Father John controls 

everything inside The 

Fence. And Father John 

likes rules. Especially 

about never talking to 

Outsiders. Because Fa-

ther John knows the 

truth. He knows what is  

right, and what is 

wrong. He knows what 

is coming. 

Moonbeam is starting to 

doubt, though. She's 

starting to see the lies 

behind Father John's 

words. She wants him to 

be found out. 

What if the only way out 

of the darkness is to 

light a fire? 

Visit the school Library for a copy of the current Reading List or find it 

online at www.forest.wokingham.sch.uk/library 
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Football Review 2018 

Yes, it’s that time of 

year, the football sea-

son is concluding and 

once again The Forest 

teams have had a fan-

tastic time taking part 

in many fixtures and 

training sessions.  

The Year 7 season was 

unfortunately badly 

affected by poor 

weather, resulting in 

fixture cancellations. 

The team played some 

really great football 

progressing to the semi

-finals of the East Berk-

shire Cup. Their team 

spirit and attitude was 

great, which bodes 

well for future years.  

The Year 8 team devel-

oped well this season 

and were predicted to 

do great things. Unfor-

tunately early season 

promise did not materi-

alise, but they have lots 

to be proud of. 

They discovered a 

nemesis in Char-

ters School who 

knocked them out 

of both the Na-

tional Cup and 

the County Cup 

by a single goal 

on both occa-

sions. In the East 

Berks Cup they 

reached the semi-

final stage defeat-

ed by Piggott in a 

tense game that 

again was decid-

ed by a 1-0 score 

line.  We look for-

ward to fielding a 

strong and com-

mitted Year 9 

team next year.  

The Year 10 team had 

what can only be de-

scribed as a ‘nearly 

season’. Nearly great, 

really impressive none 

the less. In the National 

Cup they reached the 

last 32 and were un-

lucky on the day when 

the lost to Carshalton 

Boys School who 

reached the final. In 

the East Berks and 

County Cups they 

were forced to play a 

double header in the 

semi-finals versus Cox 

Green. 1-0 down at 

half time they pro-

duced one the best 

performances by any 

Forest team in many 

years to win 4-1. As a 

result they played in 

two finals but unfortu-

nately couldn’t repro-

duce their semi-final 

performance and 

were runners up in 

both. We are looking 

forward to their Year 11 

season.  Special men-

tion must go to Coniah 

Boyce-Clarke who rep-

resented England at 

under 16 level and 

toured Italy.  

The Year 11s ultimately 

didn’t reach anywhere 

near their potential. 

The team has previous-

ly  won several pieces 

of silverware in Cup 

competitions. This year 

they didn’t make the 

latter stages of any 

cup competitions. They 

performed well in the 

Thames Valley League, 

playing opponents that 

were well organised. 

 

The First XI were im-

mense throughout the 

whole season and 

were exactly what a 

First XI should be; com-

mitted, talented, to-

gether and driven. As 

a result they had a 

great year. They 

reached 2 finals and a 

semi-final.  In the East 

Berks Final and County 

Finals they unfortunate-

ly were defeated by 

schools that have post 

16 football pro-

grammes. Hardly a lev-

el playing field but 

challenges they almost 

overcame. The regular 

League Season saw 

them go undefeated 

and crowned champi-

ons of the Thames Val-

ley League. They 

made the sixth form 

cohort cheer and the 

school very proud.  

Finally to the Year 9 

team. Double Winners! 

For a second year run-

ning they reached the 

quarter final of the Na-

tional Cup. A game 

they should have won. 

this disappointment 

could have de-railed 

their season. It did not. 

They played some in-

credible football and 

won Both the East Berk-

shire Cup Final and the 

Berkshire Final! Both 

matches finished 4-1. 

Like all of our teams 

they are very talented. 

But, their will to win and 

desire to be the best 

sets them apart this 

season. I hope they 

can be an inspiration 

to all of our sportsmen. 

‘Doubles’ are rare and 

they did it!   

Library News—Summer 

Reading                             

Championship 

 

The Summer Reading 

Championship is well     

under way. So far Year 9 

have read the most 

books.  

Ideally we would like all 

students to take part. 

There are loads of prizes to 

give away including a           

Kindle Fire for the       

Champion and lots of                

Amazon vouchers. 

At the end of the              

competition we will hold a 

prize draw for all                   

competitors so, everyone 

has a chance of a prize 

no matter how fast they 

can read!  

To take part please see Ms 

Kennedy in the Library. 

 

Photos of the Year 9 Foot-

ball Team—Double Winners! 


