
In the newsletter there 

are a number of re-

minders of up-coming 

PTA events, please                 

support these events as 

all the money raised is 

donated to the school 

and directly benefits 

the students. Thank you 

to the PTA team for 

their continued support 

of the school. 

Best Wishes 

Shirley Austin 

Students and staff con-

tinue to progress with 

learning. On Friday, our 

wide range of on-line 

learning tools were es-

sential in helping our 

students make the 

most of the snow day. 

Please continue to en-

courage your sons/

daughters to continue 

to use GCSEpod and 

EzyEducation every 

week to support their 

learning across the cur-

riculum. 

It was fantastic to see 

our Year 10 students                          

participating in the 

STEM NOW challenge 

last week. Boys worked                      

together to solve           

design problems and 

to develop innovative 

solutions to these is-

sues. The range of solu-

tions was outstanding 

showing the                  

creativity of Forest 

School students. Thanks 

to the boys and to Mrs 

Lewington for organis-

ing this exciting event. 

IMPORTANT DATES 

 Mon 4/2/19 PTA              

Meeting in Forest 6 

7:30-8:30pm, all                  

welcome 

 Wed 13/2/19 Y12 & 

Y13 Art & Photography  

Trip, London 

 Mon 18/2/19-Fri 

22/2/19 Half Term  

 Mon 25/2/19                  

Federation INSET 

Day—PUPILS NOT IN 

SCHOOL  

 Tues 26/2/19 Y12                   

Drama Trip to Oxford 

Playhouse 

 Wed 27/2/19 Y12 

UCAS Evening in Forest 

6 at 6pm 

 Thurs 28/2/19 Y12               

Drama Trip, Oxford 

 Fri 1/3/19 PTA Quiz & 

Curry Night 

 Thurs 7/3/19 Y7                     

Parents’ Evening 

3:45pm-6:45pm 

 Thurs 28/3/19 Y9                

Parents’ Evening 

3:45pm-6:45pm 

 Thurs 9/5/19              

Y12 Parents’ Evening              

3:45pm-6:45pm 
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Headteacher's Update 

Forest School partners and suppliers: 

As part of our regular 

assemblies and PHSE 

lessons we talk about 

what it means to be 

part of a community 

and how we can show 

respect, consideration 

and behaviour towards 

peers, adults and jun-

iors.                              

Recently, the local 

community, through the 

Winnersh                       

Facebook group, have 

expressed a number of 

concerns about the 

behaviour of students.  

1) If your son cycles to 

school please remind 

him to ride on the ap-

propriate cycle paths, 

or in single file on the 

road. Please ensure 

that he gives                

parents with children, or 

those walking dogs                   

ample space.  

2) Rubbish: particularly 

by the train station, has 

been building up. And 

whilst we cannot attrib-

ute everything to Forest 

students, please              

remind your son to put 

any litter either in the 

bins locally, or to bring 

and dispose their litter in 

the school bins. Thank 

you for your help. 

Week A 

Community Update 

Library Book Request 

We need more books, our 
boys love reading and we love 
to encourage them! Can you 
help? If you have any copies of 
the following that you no longer 
need, or if you would like to 
buy a copy and gift it to our 
school library we’d be delight-
ed to use it. We have an Ama-
zon Associates account, which 
will raise money for the school, 
at no additional purchase price 
and have created ‘wish’ list 
which can be found on the 

school library page: 
http://www.forest.wokingham.s

ch.uk/704/library 

Wish list includes: 

 D.Wallaims—Ice Monster 

 S de Castell - Soulbinder, or 

Spellsinger  

 C. Bradford,Virus or Young 

Samurai or Bodyguard  

 N. Shusterman -Dry   

Or any of the following book 

series: 

 P. Reeve - Rail Head  

 J. Dashner - Maze Runner  

 R. Riordan - Percy Jackson, 
Magnus Chase, Trials of 
Apollo, Heroes of Olympus, 

Kane Chronicles  

 N. Shusterman - Unwind  

 R. Muchamore - Cherub 1 
and 2 and 
the Hender-

son Boys  

 J. Delaney - 

Spook's  

 Many Thanks. 

http://www.forest.wokingham.sch.uk/704/library
http://www.forest.wokingham.sch.uk/704/library
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Business Club launches The TENNER Challenge 

The Forest Business 

Club is very pleased to 

announce that our 

school will be compet-

ing for The Tenner 

Challenge 2019. The 

Tenner Challenge is a 

nationwide business 

competition targeting 

11-14 year olds and 15

-19 year olds. Students 

use £10 pledges to get 

their business ideas off 

the ground and make 

as much profit as they 

can. At the end the 

competition students 

pay back the £10 and 

the school gets to 

keep the profit. There 

are five different 

awards: 

Most Profitable Busi-

ness Idea, Best Team, 

Most Inspiring Person, 

within a team or indi-

vidual budding entre-

preneur, Best Commu-

nity Impact, 

Best in Sustainability 

 

We thank you all in 

advance for your    

support as we will be 

aiming for the top 

prize. Mr Bobbo,      

Business Teacher. 

On Thursday 7th Febru-

ary the school is wel-

coming Daizan Skinner, 

a yoga and meditation 

teacher to the school. 

There will be sessions for 

teachers and students 

to learn more about 

mindfulness during the 

day.  

Julian Daizan Skinner 

(Juran Daizan 寿鸞 

大山), is a British Rinzai 

Zen Buddhist Rōshi in 

the Zendo Kyodan line-

age. He has also re-

ceived Dharma Trans-

mission in the Sōtō tra-

dition of Zen. Daizan 

Roshi is the founder of 

the Zenways Sangha 

and resident teacher at 

Yugagyo Dojo (Zen Yo-

ga Camberwell) in Lon-

don, United Kingdom.  

Mindfulness at   

The Forest  
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Tuesday, 19th March 

2019. 

Can you help? 

No prior experience      

necessary; just the will-

ingness to support your 

son and the school. 

Please contact        

Lorraine Lewington, 

Careers Lead on  0118 

978 1626 X1015 or 

blewington 

@forest.academy  

 Year 10 Mock Interview Day 

On Wednesday 

23rd January our 

Year 8 students 

spent a day           

looking at the 

physical and        

human geography 

of Cheddar Gorge 

in Somerset. The 

day was spent 

looking at the      

fascinating 

limestone     

formations 

and learning 

about how 

these were 

created. The 

sheer size of 

the these 

caves in 

something to 

behold and 

it is always a 

joy when you 

hear our young 

men  audibly 

'wow' when they 

first see them. The 

day also includes 

a strenuous trek up 

the 274 steps of 

'Jacob's ladder' to 

the top of the 

gorge. We              

investigated the 

way in which the 

local area has 

changed and is still 

changing as a   

result of the unique 

geology.             

The students were 

impeccable and 

great day was had 

by all. 

Year 8 visit Cheddar Gorge 

SEWING 

MACHINE  

REQUEST 

 

Do you or anyone you 

know have a sewing 

machine that is       

gathering dust and isn’t 

being used? The DT  

department would be 

delighted if anyone 

would like to donate a 

sewing machine to their 

department.  

Please contact Mrs 

Briggs via 

gbriggs@forest.        

academy or tel: 0118 

978 1626  to the school.  

Thank you. 
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Paper Birds perform for Year 9 GCSE students 

  

 

The Paper Birds are an 

award-winning devis-

ing theatre company 

with a political agen-

da, taking socio-

political subjects and 

making them accessi-

ble. 

This is the second time 

we have invited Paper 

Birds to perform to For-

est GCSE Drama stu-

dents; they take on         

hard-hitting themes 

through verbatim   

material and subtle 

movement. 

Verbatim theatre is a 

form of document-

ed theatre in 

which plays are     

constructed from the 

precise words spoken 

by people interviewed 

about a particular 

event or topic.  

Ethan H watched the 

Paper Birds perform 

Thirsty and took part in 

a workshop. He said,   

“the play was really 

good, they set the 

scene and totally en-

gaged us all They per-

formed the play and 

showed us how they 

make the play techni-

cally at the same time. 

During the workshop 

we were asked to 

write a scenario, and 

write what characteris-

tics the characters 

had. Then we pro-

gressed our ideas, 

thinking about ways to 

create the character, 

using language and 

then physical move-

ment. Each step of the 

process was great. I 

really enjoyed learning 

how to perform in their 

style.” 

Mrs Trowbridge, Head 

of Drama, said, “It was 

a really valuable expe-

rience for the students 

and it will support their 

creation of theatre 

and also support them 

in the written exam.” 

Georgie Coles from 

Paper Birds said “we 

love working with your 

students and hope 

they got lots out of the 

day. They really are an 

asset to the school, we 

are always so im-

pressed with how ma-

ture they are and how 

they sensitively and 

intelligently respond to 

our shows.” 

Forest students taking part in a 

workshop activity  
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GCSEPOD REMINDER 

 

 GCSEPod is an 

award-winning expert 

in Subject Knowledge. 

We provide 3-5 mi-

nute bursts of audio-

visual, teacher written 

learning which can 

help to reinforce and 

consolidate key GCSE 

topics covered in les-

sons. Experts read and 

explain everything 

clearly including all 

the right facts, quotes 

keywords, dates and 

diagrams on screen. 

 

 Watch online or of-

fline! Ask your child to 

download some Pods 

to their mobile de-

vice, this way they are 

free to expand their 

knowledge wherever 

they go. 

 Create Playlists! Use 

the My Playlist area to 

create bespoke 

playlists on topics tat 

you may find chal-

lenging. Having a per-

sonalised playlist 

means your child has 

fast access to Pods 

that help to fill in their  

knowledge gaps. 

 Use Favourites! Chal-

lenge your child to a 

favourite 10 Pods on 

topic s they find diffi-

cult/challenging. 

Watch the Pods to-

gether and use the 

suggested leaning 

techniques to help 

simplify what it is 

they’re struggling 

with.  

 Memory Cards! 

Watch the Pods and 

then together  write 

key facts, dates, dia-

grams and quotes. 

Then test their 

knowledge to see 

how much they can 

remember. 

 Support Homework! 

GCSEPod isn’t just for 

revision, it’s to help 

expand your child’s 

subject knowledge. 

If your child is strug-

gling with a piece of 

homework, you can 

search for the topic 

on GCSEPod and 

use the Pods as an 

additional resource. 

 Does your child 

know they have ac-

cess to GCSE Pod? 

 If your son or daugh-

ter have already ac-

tivated their ac-

count, they simply 

need to log in with 

the  username and 

password they’ve 

created. 

 

 If they’ve  not yet 

activated their 

GCSEPod account, 

simply follow these 

simple instructions: 

1. Go to 

www.gcsepod.com 

2. Click Login 

3. Click New Here? 

Getting Started 

4. Ensure they’ve se-

lected they are a 

Pupil 

5. Enter their personal 

details as requested 

6. Create Username 

and Password 

Stationery packs cost 

£3.50 and include: a 

clear case containing 2  

set squares, a 30 cm 

rule, compass,                        

protractor, 2 pencils, a 

pencil sharpener, 2 

black biro pens,                  

1 purple pen, eraser, 

highlighter pen and 

glue stick.                   

Calculators cost £8.00   

If you would like to         

purchase a stationery 

pack, or calculator 

please pay online via 

Scopay. Stationery 

packs will be delivered 

to students whilst  in 

school.  

School Stationery 
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PTA Update 

  

 

Booking is now 

open for our 

next Quiz & Curry 

Night at Forest on 

Friday 1st March. 

Just £15 a ticket, 

which includes 

your delicious 

curry dinner  

(meat or veggie 

options available). 

Please pre-book online 

via Scopay and email 

your team details (max 

8 people) to us 

at pta@forest.academ

y so we can ensure 

your table is ready for 

you. Friends, neigh-

bours, colleagues and 

other adult family 

members are all wel-

come to join in the fun. 

Can you or your com-

pany donate a suita-

ble prize for the raf-

fle? Please drop them 

into school                   

reception in a bag or 

box marked ‘PTA’ if 

you can support us in 

this way. 

On the morning of 

Sunday 24th March 

we’ll be running the 

first of a series of car 

boot sales, which will 

be a great opportunity 

to dispense with some 

of the items you’ve 

cleared out in your 

home spring clean, 

raise some £££s for 

yourself and support 

Forest at the same 

time. No entry fee for 

buyers so spread the 

news with all your              

bargain-loving friends. 

Booking your summer 

holiday or a short                

getaway? By booking 

via easyfundraising 

with First Choice, Tui, 

Thomas Cook, Virgin 

Atlantic, Booking.com, 

Jet2, Flybe plus 250+ 

other well-known            

travel companies, you 

can raise funds for  

Forest PTA at no extra 

cost to you. You can 

also raise money by 

booking your airport 

parking, transfers and 

even your foreign                 

currency and travel 

insurance. Please                 

register to support us 

at: 

https://www.easyfundr

aising.org.uk/causes/f

orestpta/ 

Our next PTA meeting 

is on Monday, 4th  

February at 7:30pm in 

Forest 6.  

We always welcome 

new faces but if you 

can’t come along, 

please keep updated 

with news of all PTA 

business via our For-

est PTA Facebook 

page 

https://www.faceboo

k.com/TheForestSchoo

lPTA/ 

mailto:pta@forest.academy
mailto:pta@forest.academy
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/forestpta/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/forestpta/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/forestpta/
https://www.facebook.com/TheForestSchoolPTA/
https://www.facebook.com/TheForestSchoolPTA/
https://www.facebook.com/TheForestSchoolPTA/
https://www.facebook.com/TheForestSchoolPTA/
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STEM NOW Challenges Year 10 

  

 

Sponsored by 

local compa-

ny Jocob’s 

Engineering, 

STEM NOW, 

based in Win-

chester, visit-

ed Year 10s 

recently to 

set them a challenge. 

Their brief: Design and 

build a model foot-

bridge, which would 

be able to cross over 

the M4 mo-

torway; with 

minimum fi-

nancial loss-

es, and mini-

mal disrup-

tion to the 

local environ-

ment. This is 

exactly the 

kind of work 

Jacobs Engi-

neering gets involved 

with.  

Separated into teams 

the Year 10s had to 

assign roles; from Pro-

ject Management, De-

sign Engineers, Finance 

Managers and  Com-

munications Engineer. 

This helped the boys 

practice some of the 

employability skills that 

they need including, 

presenting, listening, 

problem solving, crea-

tivity and teamwork.  

During the process ex-

pert advice was avail-

able from the STEM 

NOW team and the 

Stem Ambassadors 

from Wood, Jacobs 

Engineering and Stan-

tec, who also formed 

the judges panel.   

At the end of their de-

sign and build session 

the Year 10s had to 

‘pitch’ their idea and 

show their design to 

the rest of the group.  

The STEM professionals 

were impressed with 

the range of different 

designs the boys came 

up with and their rea-

sons for choosing to 

build on a particular 

location, e.g. town or 

village. 

Due to the determina-

tion and excellent work 

throughout the day the 

judges couldn’t decide 

on the winner. They left 

Forest, and after over-

night deliberation con-

tacted Mrs Lewington 

to announce the two 

winning teams. We will 

now go forward into 

the final stage of the 

competition against 

winning teams from 7 

other teams. We are 

delighted to confirm 

the final will be held 

here at The Forest 

School, 27th March. 

We’ll bring you more 

information about that 

soon.  


